
animal humane society magazine  |  Fall 2013/Winter 2014

animal tracks

Pine River
rescue
The long journey home

Animal Humane Society
Report to the Community
Fiscal Year 2013

2013

2012

Cruelty

Euth

Transfer

Stray

Owner Surrender

Inside:

Also:

Animal
When rescued pets 
rescue you



Animal Humane Society is the leading 
animal welfare organization in the 
Upper Midwest, dedicated to engag-
ing and serving local and regional 
communities of people and animals. 
Our mission is to engage the hearts, 
hands and minds of the community to 
help animals.

Through comprehensive programs 
and services, Animal Humane Society 
provides resources that compas-
sionately serve all the stages of an 
animal’s life.

As a private non-profit organiza-
tion, we receive no federal, state or 
government funding and rely totally on 
private donations, merchandise sales 
and adoption fees.
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Animal Humane Society is a member 
of the National Federation of Humane 
Societies and Pets Across America, 
a consortium of humane organiza-
tions throughout the country that 
raise funds to care for animals in local 
shelters.

Animal Humane Society is a founding 
member of Minnesota Partnership for 
Animal Welfare (MnPAW) and the Min-
nesota Horse Welfare Coalition.

a message from Janelle Dixon

On page 20 of this magazine, you can 
read about the work Animal Hu-

mane Society staff put into readying for 
adoption the dogs that came to us from 
a July seizure in Pine River, Minn. But 
there is a part of the story that is not so 
heartwarming.

The breeder from whom the dogs 
were taken, Deborah Rowell, was 
charged shortly after the seizure with 
nine counts of animal cruelty.  But, un-
believably, in October she was allowed 
to plead guilty to just one misdemeanor. 
She received a $50 fine, a year’s proba-
tion and a 90-day stayed jail sentence.

The simple slap on the wrist makes 
me wonder what value there is in taking seriously cases of animal neglect and 
cruelty. If you look at the outcome of this case, it would appear there is none.

When the preponderance of evidence proved so much neglect, why would the 
county attorney even consider negotiating the deal that resulted? When Rowell 
has a known history of neglect, why was no request made to restrict the animals 
she has? And when the county is on the line for the $225,000 it cost AHS to care 
for the animals, why was no restitution requested? (The unfortunate result of 
the latter is that AHS will end up footing the bill. If we charge the county, as 
we are legally able to do, we know it would jeopardize any future work on these 
cases; counties simply can’t afford to pay these costs.)

All of this gives the impression that animal cruelty and neglect are of little 
importance in the legal system.  Complicating it all is that the animal welfare 
statutes that exist in Minnesota are weak and make the job of humane agents 
and law enforcement even more challenging on the front end. As the law cur-
rently reads, harm must come to animals before any action can be taken. 

But there is a better way. The Rowell case is a shining example of why the 
Minnesota Legislature needs to pass the breeder bill that will be considered dur-
ing the next session.

That bill would require licensing and inspection of breeders of a certain size 
and scope. It would implement a system to identify issues before they become 
critical or even life-threatening. It needs to become law.

It is evident that the people of Minnesota care about animals and their wel-
fare. It is time that our statutes and the legal system show the values we hold for 
the care and humane treatment of companion animals.

Sincerely, 

—Janelle Dixon, PresiDent & Ceo
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One of the Pine River 
rescue dogs, Ginger, was 
adopted by 10-year-old 
Zeke and his family.

note: On pages 15-18 of this 

magazine, you will find the 2013 

AHS Report to the Community. 

We’re including it here to make 

the information more easily 

available to our supporters and 

friends, and to play at least a 

small part in reducing the amount 

of material you find in your 

mailbox. Please let us know if 

you like this method of receiving 

the report by sending an email to 

press@animalhumanesociety.org. 

Thank you.
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locations
Buffalo
4375 Hwy. 55 S.E. • Buffalo, MN 55313
(763) 390-3647

Coon Rapids
1411 Main St. N.W. • Coon Rapids, MN 55448
(763) 862-4030

Golden Valley
845 Meadow Lane N. • Golden Valley, MN 
55422
(763) 522-4325

St. Paul
1115 Beulah Lane • St. Paul, MN 55108
(651) 645-7387

Woodbury
9785 Hudson Road • Woodbury, MN 55125
(651) 730-6008

Now Boarding
6002 28th Ave. S. • Minneapolis, MN 55450
(612) 454-4850
www.nowboardingpets.com

hours
Adoption Centers
Monday through Friday Noon – 8 p.m.
Saturday and Sunday 10 a.m. – 6 p.m.

The Animal Humane Society is closed New 
Year’s Day, Martin Luther King Jr. Day, 
Easter, Memorial Day, Independence Day, 
Labor Day, Thanksgiving, Christmas Eve, 
and Christmas Day.

Incoming Animals 
Surrender by Appointment
Please call our Animal Admissions Center 
at (763) 412-4969 for an appointment to 
surrender an animal.

Appointments are available 
Monday through Friday 11 a.m. – 7 p.m. 
and Saturday and Sunday 10 a.m. – 6 p.m.
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Follow us on Twitter:
twitter.com/Animal_HumaneMN

Like us on Facebook:
facebook.com/animalhumanesociety

our services
Adoption
Let an animal choose you! Cats, 
dogs, rabbits, birds, ferrets, guinea 
pigs and small critters are avail-
able for adoption at our five locations. 
View the animals available today at 
www.animalhumanesociety.org.

Surrender
Companion animals may be surrendered 
at any of our five open admission loca-
tions where we provide safe refuge for 
thousands of animals each year. Ap-
pointments are required to surrender an 
animal. Call (763) 412-4969 or visit www.
animalhumanesociety.org/surrender.

Kindest Cut low cost spay/neuter
Through our partnership with Kind-
est Cut, we offer high quality, low cost 
spay/neuter services to the pets of 
people in need through a mobile clinic 
and at Melrose Animal Clinic. Visit 
www.kindestcutmn.com or call (763) 489-
7729 for more information.

Pet training
We speak fluent animal! More than 50 
classes are offered weekly at our Coon 
Rapids, Golden Valley, Woodbury and 
Now Boarding locations. Classes include 
Introduction to Dog Training, Reactive 
Rovers, Puppy Kindergarten, Therapy 
Animal classes, the Canine Good Citizen 
certification as well as Dog Playgroups. 
Programs for rabbits including Hoppy 
Hour and Rabbit Agility are offered at 
AHS through Minnesota Companion 
Rabbit Society. To learn more about 
all animal training opportunities, vis-
it www.animalhumanesociety.org/training 
or call (763) 489-2217.

Pet boarding
We offer two options for pet board-
ing – Animal House at AHS in Gold-
en Valley (763) 489-2222 and Now 
Boarding near the Minneapolis St. 
Paul Airport (612) 454-4850. Visit 
www.animalhumanesociety.org/boarding.

Pet food and supplies
Purina One dog and cat food and treats, 
Tidy Cat litter, as well as collars, leashes, 
toys and grooming supplies are available 
at our five locations.

Humane investigations
Our humane agents work with law 
enforcement and respond to thou-
sands of reports of animal ne-
glect and cruelty each year. Visit 
www.animalhumanesociety.org/ 
prevention for more information.

Youth programs
There is a lot for kids to do at AHS! Op-
portunities include Unleashed Camps, 
projects for Scouts, PetSet Youth Club, 
birthday parties, movie nights and class-
room programs for students in grades K- 
12. For information on all AHS has to offer 
kids, visit www.animalhumanesociety.org/
youth or call (763) 489-2220.

Microchip and nail clinics
Microchip and nail trim clinics are of-
fered monthly at our five locations. 
For specific times and locations vis-
it www.animalhumanesociety.org/ 
microchip.

Wildlife rehabilitation
Injured and orphaned wildlife are ac-
cepted at our Golden Valley location. For 
information call (763) 489-2223 or visit 
www.animalhumanesociety.org/wildlife.

Ellie
Adopted 1/27/13

Golden Valley
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contact us
(763) 522-4325

www.animalhumanesociety.org
a Gala to benefit Animal Humane Society
Saturday, February 22, 2014 - The Depot Minneapolis, 5 p.m.

Where can you dress to the nines, hold a glass of wine in 
one hand and your dog in the other, and enjoy delicious 

cuisine, all while benefiting animals? At Whisker Whirl – an 
evening of fun for you and your best furry friend! For ticket 
information email whiskerwhirl@animalhumanesociety.org, 
or call (763) 432-4842.

40th anniversary!
Saturday, May 3, 2014 - Golden Valley AHS

As our largest fundraiser, raising over $1 million for ani-
mals less fortunate than your own, Walk for Animals is 

your opportunity to help the tens of thousands of companion 
animals that will come through AHS’s doors this year. For 
more information visit www.animalhumanesociety.org/walk, 
email walk@animalhumanesociety.org, or call (763) 432-4841.

feb
22
2014

may
3

2014

save the dates!

Lost and found pets
We offer a Lost and Found Online 
Bulletin Board for you to post miss-
ing or found pets. You can also re-
view stray animals in our care. Visit 
www.animalhumanesociety.org/ 
lostandfound.

Pet behavior help
Need some advice regarding your 
pet? We’re here to help. Call our 
free Behavior Helpline at (763) 489-
2202. Or visit our online library for 
help with pet training and behavior at 
www.animalhumanesociety.org/library.

Therapy animals
Through AHS’s animal-assisted therapy 
program, Animal Ambassador teams 
visit hospitals, nursing homes and other 
facilities. For more information, visit 
www.animalhumanesociety.org/ 
ambassadors or call (763) 432-4847.

Tours
Tours of our facilities are available to 
students or other groups by appoint-
ment. Maximum group size is determined 
by location. To schedule a tour at any of 
our locations call (763) 489-2220.

Pet loss
Humane euthanasia and cremation 
services are available to the public and 
a pet loss support group is offered on 
Mondays at 7 p.m. in Golden Valley. Visit 
www.animalhumanesociety.org/lossofpet 
or call (763) 412-4969.

Ways to help
Visit www.animalhumanesociety.org/help 
to find out about the ways in which you 
can help AHS, including volunteering in 
our shelters, as a foster volunteer, and 
donating or contributing to our wish list.

Henry
Adopted 5/18/13

Woodbury
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Work toward breeder bill will 
continue in next legislative session
Critical bill will have the support of a coalition of animal welfare 
organizations.

When the Minnesota Legislature reconvenes in late February 2014, 
Animal Humane Society and a coalition of animal welfare orga-

nizations will be ready to resume the push for a bill to require licensing 
and inspection of commercial dog and cat breeding operations.

The “breeder bill” (H.F. 84, S.F. 36) was considered in the Minnesota 
Legislature last winter and despite the notable accomplishment of pass-
ing through three committees of the House, it stalled before making it 
to the floor for a vote. But because Minnesota operates on a biennial ses-
sion, all the work accomplished in the last session will apply when the 
next one begins in February.

Advocates of the bill were buoyed during the last session by a rally of 
bill supporters who jammed the State Capitol in St. Paul, as well as the 
support of Gov. Mark Dayton, who said, “We’re not going to stand idly by 
while innocent animals are being tortured.”

To keep up that momentum, coalition members and other support-
ers of the bill are spending the time leading up to the next legislative 
session talking about the measure to lawmakers and those in the animal 
welfare industry who could be impacted by it. The goal is to garner sup-
port moving into the new session, when the next step for the bill would 
be a hearing before the Agricultural Policy Committee.

“This bill is critical to the health and welfare of the animals in this 
state,” according to Janelle Dixon, AHS President & CEO.

When the new legislation session begins, you can keep up to date 
on the progress of the bill by visiting www.animalhumanesociety.org/
speakup.

Squeaker is Loved for Life
AHS donor provides for his beloved cat through his Legacy Circle 
membership.

Squeaker is a handsome and friend-
ly 5-year-old tabby cat who was 

adopted in 2010 by Ron, an Animal 
Humane Society donor and adopter 
since 1995.

Because Ron included AHS in his 
estate plans, he is a Legacy Circle 
member and as a benefit was able to 

enroll Squeaker in the Loved for Life 
program. This program was created so 
that when a member passes away or 
can no longer care for their animal, 
AHS will re-home the pet to ensure 
the new adopter will provide the kind 
of life the owner would have wanted 
their pet to have. It’s AHS’s way of 

saying “thank you” to Legacy Circle 
members that have provided so gener-
ously to AHS.

Ron’s health deteriorated and he 
needed to move into a nursing home. 
He was unable to bring Squeaker with 
him, but through the Loved for Life 
program AHS was there to help him 
find the best new home for Squeaker.

We reached out to our inner circle 
of staff and volunteers to find some-

“We’re not going to 
stand idly by while 

innocent animals are 
being tortured.”

—Gov. Mark Dayton

Supporters of H.F. 84, S.F. 36 gathered at the 
State Capitol during the 2013 Legislative Session.

6  •  Animal Tracks  Fall 2013/Winter 2014  www.animalhumanesociety.org

petcetera



AHS assists in Michigan puppy mill rescue
More than 150 animals retrieved from breeding facility.

A team from Animal Humane Soci-
ety traveled to Lake City, Michi-

gan in May 2013 to assist the ASPCA 
in rescuing more than 150 dogs from a 
puppy mill, a large-scale breeding op-
eration where profit is given priority 
over the well-being of the animals. 
They helped set up temporary hous-
ing for the dogs, provided medical 
care and helped feed them.

The dogs, mostly Jack Russell ter-
riers, came from two separate loca-
tions owned by a large, substandard, 
unlicensed breeding facility. The 
removal of the animals was a result of 
a civil action prompted by violation 
of Michigan’s Dog Law, and was led by 
the Missaukee County Sheriff’s Office 
and the Roscommon County Animal 
Shelter.

After assisting in the rescue, the 
team then brought 42 dogs back to 
AHS. The rest of the animals were 
taken and placed by animal welfare 
organizations in Michigan and Ohio.

The puppies and dogs brought to 
AHS received additional veterinary 
care, spay/neuter surgery, vaccina-

tions, microchips, and the shy or 
fearful dogs received additional one-
on-one socialization work. As the dogs 
and puppies were ready to begin their 
new lives as family pets, they were 
placed in our adoption centers where 
they were adopted into new homes.

one special to adopt Squeaker. Within 
a few weeks, Squeaker was adopted by 
Martha, a foster volunteer and Legacy 
Circle member herself.

Martha hadn’t planned on adopt-
ing a cat as she already had two 
16-year-old cats. But she was drawn 
to Squeaker and his story. Martha 
explains, “What drew me to Squeaker 
was that he was still connected to 
someone that wanted to keep him but 
couldn’t. I liked the opportunity it 

provided for me to have a relation-
ship with Squeaker as well as to Ron. 
I knew I could bring some happiness 
into Ron’s life by visiting him with 
Squeaker.”

For more information on becoming 
a Legacy Circle member and enrolling 
your pet in Loved for Life, visit 
www.animalhumanesociety.org/
estateplanning.

Ron and Martha with Squeaker, participants 
in the Loved for Life program.

AHS Veterinary Technician Lead Nicole 
Sandoval bathes one of the rescued dogs.
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The new location has six surgical stations, 
potentially allowing for approximately 20,000 
surgeries per year.

Two big changes for

Melrose Animal 
Clinic opens at AHS

Kindest Cut finally has a home 
without wheels.

The organization has been per-
forming low cost spay/neuter 

surgeries in partnership with Ani-
mal Humane Society since 2011, but 
always from one of its mobile clinics. 
Now, with the opening of the Mel-
rose Animal Clinic at AHS’s Golden 
Valley facility in September, that’s all 
changed.

“My staff and I are delighted to 
have a full size clinic where we can 
expand our ability to serve the pets 
of people in need,” says Dr. Meghann 
Kruck, Kindest Cut’s director and 
staff veterinarian. “Our mobile 
clinic has served and will continue 
to serve us and the community well, 
but certainly has limitations in the 
number of patients we can serve. The 
new Melrose Animal Clinic has the 
capability for us to house and pro-
vide surgery for up to 120 additional 
patients a day.”

In addition to low cost spay and 

neuter services, the Melrose Animal 
Clinic will partner with the Universi-
ty of Minnesota College of Veterinary 
Medicine, which will use one of the 
surgical suites, to provide additional 
services at low cost while training 
veterinarians in the world of shelter 
medicine.

“Students will be given an op-
portunity to see and work alongside 
Kindest Cut staff so they have first-
hand experience with our program 
and can further educate the public 
about us as they enter their careers as 
veterinarians,” says Dr. Kruck. “Stu-
dents will also have an opportunity 
to learn new, more efficient ways of 
performing spay and neuter surgeries 
that will help them be more produc-
tive surgeons.”

In the first year, Dr. Kruck expects 
the clinic to perform 4,000-8,000 
surgeries. At full capacity, the clinic 
will be able to perform approximately 
20,000 surgeries per year.

“Getting to that point, however, 
may take a few years,” Dr. Kruck 
says. “Through our transport efforts, 
community outreach and subsidized 
events with partner rescues and 
shelters, we are likely to experience 
steady growth. Having a space that is 
ready for us to grow is a huge asset.”

The clinic is named in recogni-
tion of a generous lead gift from the 
Kendrick B. Melrose Family Founda-
tion that made the endeavor possible. 
Lia Melrose, a member of the AHS 
Board of Directors, is a trustee of the 
foundation.

1

...we are likely to 
experience steady 

growth. Having a space 
that is ready for us to 
grow is a huge asset.

—Dr. Meghann Kruck
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Krista Dahn, Dr. Meghann Kruck, and Andrea 
Burgeson on Kindest Cut’s mobile surgical unit.

Collaboration brings California 
Chihuahuas to the midwest
Small dogs make a big trip to find new homes.

Moving from sunny California to snowy Minnesota may not sound 
ideal to everyone, but to dozens of Chihuahuas the move has been a 

lifesaver. It’s all thanks to a partnership between Animal Humane Society 
and a group called Compassion Without Borders.

The idea was born when Dr. Cindy Karsten, a shelter medicine resi-
dent at UC Davis in California, was troubled by the over-representation of 
Chihuahuas in crowded shelters. Over the past several years, Chihuahuas 
have filled up California shelters in record-breaking numbers, represent-
ing as much as 60 percent of all dogs in some shelters in the state.

Looking for ways to alleviate the problem, Dr. Karsten reached out to 
AHS where she did a veterinary externship in 2010. AHS agreed to find 
the Chihuahuas new homes if Dr. Karsten could get them to Minnesota.

Dr. Karsten partnered with Dr. Christi Camblor, founder of Compassion 
Without Borders, to raise money for the transport program. 

From November 2012 through September 2013, 188 Chihuahuas were 
flown across the country to begin new lives in Minnesota.

“After walking through shelter after shelter in California and seeing 
all of the Chihuahuas that fill the kennels, it is so amazing to have an 
opportunity to rescue some and in turn help the wonderful people who 
work so tirelessly to find them homes,” says Dr. Karsten.

Grant brings 
subsidized spay/
neuter to Frogtown

Sterilization services are brought 
to a neighborhood in need.

In June, Kindest Cut began offering 
subsidized spay/neuter services for 

pets of qualified low-income animal 
owners in the Frogtown/Thomas-Dale 
neighborhood of St. Paul, through a 
grant from PetSmart Charities®.

Kindest Cut is visiting the neigh-
borhood weekly, either with its 
mobile unit or offering pet transpor-
tation to the Melrose Animal Clinic.

“We learned that residents in this 
area are typically utilizing very few 
animal care services,” says Corrie 
Schueller, AHS director of supporting 
programs. “Spay/neuter was identi-
fied as a priority, but there is so little 
access to these services and they are 
often too expensive. This effort will 
help us reach Frogtown residents 
with services their pets need.”

Owners of pets who participate 
in the program are asked to make a 
copay of $10 per household, although 
no one will be denied an appointment 
because of an inability to pay.

“Our goal is to sterilize two-thirds 
of domestic dogs and cats in the 
neighborhood,” says Dr. Kruck, “That 
would make a substantial impact on 
the number of unwanted litters and 
homeless animals in the area.”

The grant will run for two years.

2
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Any animal lover will tell you that 

the relationship they have with 

their pet is special – each in their 

own unique way. Having a pet can 

bring numerous benefits to your 

life. They can give you motivation 

and help keep you active, make 

you smile and forget all about a 

bad day, or provide unconditional 

love and companionship. JJ, 

Pooka, and Barry Sanders are 

three pets from Animal Humane 

Society that have played a critical 

role in the families they were 

adopted into. They’ve helped 

them through challenging times, 

proving just how powerful the 

human-animal bond can be. To 

their humans, these animals are 

heroes. 

When rescued
pets rescue you
By Carrie Libera

Animal

Quin & JJ
In January 2012, a dog belonging to 

Kathryn, a Leech Lake Reservation 
elder, unexpectedly gave birth to a 
litter of puppies. Unable to care for 
all eight puppies, Kathryn tried to 
re-home them and successfully placed 
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three with new families. The rest, 
including a puppy named Manatu, 
were taken in by Leech Lake Legacy, 
a rescue partner of Animal Humane 
Society. 

Little did Kathryn know that sur-
rendering Manatu that day was the 
start of something very special. Leech 
Lake Legacy brought him to AHS and 
on August 14, 2012 he was placed in 
the St. Paul adoption center. The very 
next day, Denise Weber and her son 
Quin were visiting AHS. 

Sixteen-year-old Quin has special 
needs that make daily tasks more 
challenging for him. Animals have 
always been a part of Quin’s life – he 
was raised with a dog and a cat at 
home, and two years ago he began 
participating in horse and dog thera-
py programs which helped him reach 
social and behavioral goals. Because 
of his connection to animals and the 
progress he made with them, Quin’s 
teachers and doctors thought he 
would benefit from a service dog. But 
Denise found that waiting lists for 
service dog programs were long and 
the fundraising required to obtain 
one was extensive. So for the time be-
ing, getting a service dog would have 
to wait.

The day Denise and Quin were vis-
iting AHS was simply an opportunity 
to look at all the different animals 
for fun. But they found themselves 
drawn to Manatu, the 7-month-old 
Lab/Shepherd mix puppy. At the 
time, he was visiting with a teacher 
who was experienced with therapy 
animals and felt Manatu would be a 
good therapy dog. Denise and Quin 
learned more about the puppy and 
took him out for a walk. Once outside, 
Quin got overly excited and the puppy 
instinctually walked between Quin’s 
legs and stopped him, allowing Quin 
to calm down as he gently petted 
the dog. “He seemed to know what 
to do at that moment to help Quin,” 
says Denise. “It was incredible to see 

and got me thinking that this puppy 
might be exactly what Quin needed.” 

They left AHS without Manatu 
that day, but Denise went home and 
did some research. She made a few 
calls to trainers and decided to go 
back the next day and put their faith 
into this wiggly puppy. Quin named 
him JJ.

It’s been more than a year since 
they brought JJ home and the impact 
he’s made on Quin’s life is remark-
able. Quin’s biggest challenge has 
always been transitions; JJ now goes 
everywhere with him and helps 
him transition from one activity to 
another or from one place to another. 
In the past, Quin would have daily 
struggles riding in the car. With JJ’s 
help, trips in the car are now a much 
less stressful activity for both Quin 
and Denise. And just as he demon-

strated when they first met at AHS, 
when Quin gets too excited JJ walks 
in front of him or nudges him to calm 
him. 

“JJ has a command we use often,” 
Denise explains. “We say ‘go hug your 
boy’ and he goes over to Quin and 
puts a paw on him or lays on him. 
This gives Quin a comforting pressure 
that helps him calm down. That deep 
pressure sensation is so important in 
helping him work through difficult 
moments.”

Denise and Quin have taken JJ 
to private training sessions to teach 
him the skills he needs to help Quin. 
When they cannot afford private ses-
sions, they continue to train on their 
own every single day. “It’s a lot of 
work training and caring for a dog to 
make sure he is a good canine citizen 
everywhere we go, but it’s completely 

My wish is that they can continue to learn 
together, and JJ can help Quin enter the stage of 

independent living.
—Denise Weber

When rescued
pets rescue you

“
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worth it.”
As Quin gets more independent, 

Denise hopes they are able to further 
train JJ so that he and Quin become 
more of an independent pair that 
can accomplish tasks on their own. 
“If this is where JJ’s skillset stops, 
I would be perfectly happy,” says 
Denise. “But my wish is that they can 
continue to learn together, and JJ can 
help Quin enter the stage of indepen-
dent living – helping him with things 
like transportation and having a job.”

“This was certainly not the tradi-
tional way to obtain a service dog, but 
we needed some serious help and this 
gift from heaven arrived just in time. 
Sometimes when you least expect it, 
a hero comes along. I believe JJ was 
born to be my son’s service dog – it 
was truly meant to be.”

Sami & Pooka

A 2-month-old kitten was found at 
a Waste Management facility in 

Minneapolis and brought to Animal 
Humane Society in June 2012. AHS 
staff aptly named her Grungetta after 
Oscar the Grouch’s girlfriend on Ses-
ame Street. Grungetta was extremely 
shy and scared, she refused to walk 
around which made it difficult to 
evaluate her, and our vets noticed 
that her tail wasn’t moving normally. 

Over the next week, Grungetta was 
monitored and veterinary staff evalu-
ated her health and behavior. During 
that time she warmed up to people 
and began to want to be held. Her tail 
function improved with just the tip 
still immobile, which didn’t seem to 
affect her well-being. She was able to 
be spayed and moved to the adoption 
center.

Meanwhile, Sami Bucklin was 
dealing with her own challenges. She 
was 18 years old and approaching the 
second anniversary of the loss of her 
father and three teenage brothers in 

a plane crash in Wyoming. “I found 
myself struggling to stay afloat in 
a sea of what can most easily be de-
scribed as absolute chaos,” says Sami. 

In addition to that, after growing 
up in such a large family, Sami was 
living alone for the first time in her 
life. “Being alone had always been 
a source of anxiety, so living on my 
own plus the added grief and depres-
sion was tough. I thought what better 
place to end up than Animal Humane 
Society?” 

When she walked in to AHS’s St. 

Paul shelter, Sami was greeted by a 
room of tiny mewing kittens, most 
of which were sticking their heads 
or paws through the kennel doors as 
if to enthusiastically say ‘come play 

I actually cried a 
little right there. Just 

that sudden shift of 
attitude...
—Sami Bucklin

“
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with me!’ 
“They all looked like little hyper-

active balls of joy — and then there 
was Grungetta,” says Sami. “This 
little tortie was curled up in the back 
of her cage looking horrified and 
rather irate. I asked to take her into 
a room to visit where she quickly 
lunged for the nearest corner to hide 
as I sat quietly in the opposite corner, 
waiting.”

Sami sat in the visitation room 
with Grungetta for well over 20 
minutes before the kitten finally 
approached her and the feathery toy 
she’d been semi-enthusiastically wav-
ing around. Then slowly, quietly, ever 
so carefully Sami reached out and 
gently rubbed the back of Grungetta’s 
ears. To Sami’s delight, the little 
kitten sat down, closed her eyes and 
purred. “I actually cried a little right 
there,” says Sami. “Just that sud-
den shift of attitude; I knew at that 
moment that I absolutely had to take 
home this grungy little kitten.”

As endearing as the name Grunget-
ta was considering the place she was 
found, Sami thought a new beginning 
was in order and renamed her Pooka.

Since then Sami has seen only 
the occasional glimpse of the scared 
little kitten that once was. Pooka is 
now a one and a half year old cat that 
oscillates between acting like a play-
ful kitten and being a calm, mature 
old soul. “She’s feisty but also very 
intuitive,” says Sami. “Pooka knows 
exactly how I’m feeling. She’s always 
by my side and seems to know exactly 

what I need from her at that mo-
ment. I don’t know how I would do it 
without her.”

Pooka follows Sami around the 
house and sleeps on her pillow every 
night. The bond they have has unde-
niably helped Sami cope with tragedy 
and overcome the anxiety she felt 
about living alone. “I’m never lonely 
with Pooka. It’s hard to feel alone 
when you’ve got a cat in your face 
asking for your attention!”

Nothing can bring back the family 
that Sami lost on that day in 2010, but 
with Pooka by her side Sami is navi-
gating what is now her new reality.       

“Pooka provides more daily com-
fort than I ever thought possible, and 
on days when I really need it, she 
provides purpose. It’s as though no 
matter what happens I can always 
come home knowing I mean the 
world to someone. I owe her so much 
more than I could ever give, though I 
certainly do try through massive col-
lections of felt mice and hours of ear 
scratches. I never could have known 
all the love I was taking home that 
day in that little cardboard box.” 

Anna, Matt  
& Barry Sanders
Mickey, an 8-month-old Boxer/

Hound mix puppy, came to Ani-
mal Humane Society from an over-
crowded shelter in Georgia in Novem-
ber 2012. He was very shy and fearful 
when he arrived, so he was enrolled 
in the Adoption Preparation program 
where AHS staff worked with him 
on gaining confidence and learning 
that humans weren’t so scary after 
all. After spending a few weeks in 
the program, he was able to be placed 
in the adoption center. Lucky for 
Mickey, he wouldn’t have to wait long 
– that same day Anna Bohlke was 
visiting AHS’s Golden Valley location 
in search of a puppy. 

Anna and her husband Matt 
had been married since 2010. They 
decided to add to their family, and 
Anna became pregnant in 2012. In 
July of that year, they suffered a 
miscarriage. “It was a pretty dramatic 
miscarriage and it left us hurt and 
confused, and filled with a love we 
never knew existed,” says Anna. “Our 
marriage felt strained and we went 
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through some pretty dark days.”
Looking to fill the space left in 

their family, Anna thought about 
getting a puppy that they could love 
unconditionally together. Anna knew 
Matt had always wanted a puppy and 
because they worked opposite sched-
ules someone would always be home 
with the new dog. Plus Christmas was 
right around the corner so Anna felt 
the timing was perfect. 

She spent some time with Mickey 
that day going back and forth about 
whether to get him and surprise 
Matt, or wait for Matt to meet him 
and agree that he was the right dog. 
“I had already fallen in love with this 
dog and was terrified someone would 
snatch him up if I didn’t act quickly,” 
says Anna. “However good senses 
kicked in and I decided Matt should 
meet this dog first, just to make sure 

I wasn’t making a rash decision.”
The next day Anna called Matt 

from work and told him about her 
visit with Mickey. She asked him 
to go visit with Mickey right away, 
hoping that he would fall in love 
with him just as she did. “I think he 
thought I was crazy because I was so 
adamant he go right away. But I was 
imagining someone else adopting 
Mickey and the dog I loved would be 
gone!”

Anna raced home from work and 
before she could take her shoes or 
coat off, Matt came to the door and 
said, “Can we name him Barry Sand-
ers?” Anna replied, “Of course, we 
can name him whatever you want. I 
just want that dog!” They got in the 
car and went to adopt their new fam-
ily member.

It’s been almost a year since Barry 
Sanders came into their lives, but for 
Matt and Anna it feels like much lon-
ger. “He is so entertaining,” says Anna. 
“Sometimes we just sit and watch him 
run around and I think to myself, 
what did we do before we got him?”

In addition to providing hours of 
entertainment, Barry Sanders is also 
a first-class snuggler. Anna describes 
him as a ‘leaner’ saying, “he always 
has to be touching you, always has a 
paw on you.” Matt adds, “He just likes 
to know that you are there.” When 
asked if Barry Sanders is a daddy’s 
boy, Matt smiles and says “no.” But 
everyone in the room can see that’s 
not the case. Barry Sanders is lean-
ing on Matt so closely it would seem 
impossible to separate them.

Matt and Anna continue to help 
Barry Sanders overcome his shy 
nature. He’s still nervous around new 
people, but gains confidence once he’s 
comfortable. Going on walks can be 
a source of anxiety for him, but he 
loves the dog park so they go several 
times per week. He enjoys running 
around with all the canine friends he 
meets and, true to his name, Barry 

Sanders can outrun any dog at the 
park!

One of Anna’s favorite parts of 
Barry Sanders’ adoption story is what 
she found out after they brought him 
home. She later learned that when 
Matt went to AHS that day, he sat 
with a dog for quite a while. He knew 
right away he wanted that dog, and 
was trying to think of how he would 
change Anna’s mind to adopt that 
dog instead of Mickey. He stood up 
and read the card on the dog’s kennel 
and saw that this dog was Mickey! 
He knew right then that this dog was 
meant to be theirs.  

In the future, Matt and Anna may 
once again try adding to their family 
with a baby. But in the meantime 
they are just enjoying spoiling Barry 
Sanders.  “He truly picked us to be his 
family,” says Anna. “I really believe 
that this dog saved our marriage and 
our lives by bringing the joy and 
smiles back into our house when we 
didn’t know how.”  

We can name him 
whatever you want.  
I just want that dog!
—Anna Bohlke

“
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Report to the Community
July 2012-June 2013

Find Us Online
animalhumanesociety.org

facebook.com/animalhumanesociety

twitter.com/Animal_HumaneMN

youtube.com/animalhumanesociety

Animal Outcomes

* Animals that are euthanized at the request of their owner 
for end of life reasons are not included in this number.

2013

2012

Cruelty

Euth

Transfer

Stray

Owner Surrender

Remained in Care
0%

Euthanasia*

19%Placement
81%

Geographic Area Served

Animal Humane Society serves animals 
and people from its facilities in Anoka, 
Hennepin, Ramsey, Washington and 
Wright counties. The Humane Investiga-
tions unit provides services throughout 
Minnesota and western Wisconsin. 

Our mission is to engage 
the hearts, hands and 
minds of the community 
to help animals.
Thank you for your generous support in 
helping us achieve the results outlined in 
this Report to the Community. 

In the fiscal year that ended June 
30, 2013, we maintained our focus 
on reducing the number of animals 
coming into our shelters, increasing 
our placement rate of animals in the 
community and reducing the humane 
euthanasia rate. This has been our goal 
for more than three years, and we remain 
encouraged by our progress – with the 
understanding that much work remains. 
During the past year, we reduced our 
intake of companion animals by 4 percent 
and increased our placement rate to over 
81 percent. The humane euthanasia rate 
has decreased by 45 percent during the 
course of this effort, but saw little change 
in 2013. 

We continue to aspire to finding loving 
homes for at least 90 percent of the 
animals that come through our doors. 
We are grateful for your commitment to 
our shared vision as we work together to 
create a more humane world for animals.
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Intake by Species

Placement by Species

Intake by Reason for Surrender

Animal Intake

AHS receives both companion animals and wildlife that need 
care and assistance. These figures include companion animals 
only.

AHS provides homes and second chances for dogs, cats 
and domestic critters.

Placement Total 17,003

Intake Total 23,242

Animal Placement

feline:
12,295  • 53 %

canine:
9,214  •  40%

domestic
critter/

bird:

1,733
7%

feline:
8,311  •  49%

canine:
7,223  •  42%

domestic
critter/

bird:

1,469
9%
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2012

Cruelty
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Owner 
Surrender
9,943 • 43%

Cruelty Case
404 • 2%

Owner
Requested
Euthanasia
2,272 • 10%

Transfer from partner 
animal welfare agency

5,985 • 25%

Stray
4,638 • 20%

Placement by Type

Reunited
with Owner
1,235 • 7%

Release to partner 
animal welfare agency

664 • 4%

Adoption
15,104 • 89%



Euthanasia by Species

Euthanasia by Reason

AHS is an open admission organization 
with a strong belief in providing services 
for all animals in need. Sadly, some 
animals come to us that we cannot safely 
and responsibly place in homes, and as a 
result, AHS staff makes the very difficult 
decision to euthanize some companion 
animals. No animals that can be safely 
and responsibly placed are euthanized 
and there is no time limit that animals 
can remain in our shelters.

Euthanasia Total 3,908

feline:
2,769  •  71%

canine:
1,025  •  26%

domestic
critter/

bird:

114
3%

Humane Euthanasia Program Accomplishments

Adoption and Surrender
Our surrender by appointment process started in January 2011. Last year, our 
animal admissions staff handled a total of 23,935 calls for general information and 
surrender appointments. 

Our Adoption Preparation program helped 609 dogs overcome shyness and fear to 
be more comfortable in new surroundings. 

Partnerships
Partner rescue groups assist us with special needs animals. A total of 664 animals 
were released to 64 rescue organizations, giving these animals a chance to become 
beloved pets.  And when other animal welfare facilities in Minnesota and elsewhere 
are too crowded or are unable to place animals, they call AHS for help. In 2013, AHS 
took in 5,985 animals from 79 organizations.

In all, AHS collaborates with more than 90 animal welfare organizations in Minneso-
ta and other states, including the University of Minnesota Veterinary School, animal 
rescues in Oklahoma, Georgia, Alabama, Iowa and Indiana, private veterinarians, 
and municipal animal control authorities throughout Minnesota and western Wis-
consin. 

Education
AHS believes that education is a critical component of creating a more humane 
world for animals. In 2013, our education programs served 11,872 people. AHS 
educators provided 125 school and off-site programs to 3,852 students, and 170 
Twin Cities kids took part in PetSet Youth Club, a program for youth in grades 5-7 
focused on leadership, community service and advocacy. In addition, 118 kids held 
their birthday parties at AHS, with 1,664 people joining the celebrations. Forty-one 
Unleashed camps and mini-camps were offered for kids in grades 3-10, providing 
679 young people the chance to experience life at AHS.

Humane Investigations
AHS’s two humane agents, the only full-time humane investigators in the state, 
received 2,317 reports of neglected or harmed animals. Working in 66 counties with 
local law enforcement officials, our efforts in humane investigations helped 6,376 
animals, including 1,301 horses, 1,745 dogs and 1,089 cats.

Pet Services
Animal House, our pet boarding facility in Golden Valley, was home last year to 
3,209 pet guests, including dogs, cats, rabbits, ferrets and other small animals. 

Providing spay/neuter surgery continues to be a core program of our organization. 
All previously unsterilized animals put up for adoption, nearly 10,431 in 2013, re-
ceived this surgery at our five locations. The Kindest Cut mobile spay/neuter clinic, 
operating in partnership with AHS, performed 8,428 surgeries, providing a valuable 
service at reduced costs for people in need. That total included 3,669 animals steril-
ized through partnerships with 65 animal welfare groups. 

Our obedience and training classes attracted 1,225 participants, with another 475 
people participating in playgroups with their animals. We held 398 private training 
sessions, and our behavior helpline received 1,647 calls.

Volunteers
Volunteers are critical to AHS’s success. A total of 1,766 volunteers contributed 
119,007 hours at all five of our sites to help AHS achieve its mission. Volunteers who 
worked in our foster program cared for 1,642 animals during the course of the year. 

Wildlife
In addition to domestic animals, AHS operates a wildlife program. Through our 
partnership with Wildlife Rehabilitation and Release, animals are treated and 
released back to the wild after rehabilitation. In 2013, a total of 2,108 wild animals 
received services.
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Animal Humane Society Statement of Activities
For the 12 months ended June 30, 2013

SUPPORT & REVENUES
Adoption fees and program revenue  4,256,783 

Contributions  5,592,502 

Wills and estates  1,072,269 

In-kind contributions  199,294 

Special events and promotions  900,638 

Investment gain (loss)  501,901 

Dividend and interest income  135,917 

Other  48,453 

TOTAL SUPPORT AND REVENUES  12,707,757 

EXPENSES
Program services:

Rescue  246,899 

Adoption and surrender  8,176,150 

Pet services  652,503 

Outreach  323,326 

Supporting services:

Management and general  501,524 

Fundraising  2,867,790 

TOTAL EXPENSES  12,768,192 

CHANGE IN NET ASSETS  (60,435)

The Minnesota Charities Review 
Council’s Standards of Accountability 
state that at least 70% of an organi-
zation’s annual expenses should be 
for program activity with not more 
than 30% for management, general, 
and fundraising expenses, combined. 
Animal Humane Society exceeded 
this standard by directing 74% of our 
expenses back into programming for 
the animals and our community.

Financials Fiscal Year  
2013 Board of Directors
Carolyn Smith, Chair
Tom Hoch, Vice Chair
Maureen McDonough, Secretary
Scott Schroepfer, Treasurer
Scott Aebischer
Barb Colombo
Lisa Goodman
John Huber
Don Jacobsen
Sheila Kennedy
James Lane
Cyndi Lesher
Lia Melrose
Teresa Morrow
Dr. Ned Patterson, DVM
Boyd Ratchye
Damon Schramm
Tina Wilcox

Janelle Dixon, President & CEO

Animal Humane Society 
Leadership
Janelle Dixon 
President & CEO

Eileen Lay 
Chief Operating & Financial Officer 

Katie Nelsen, CFRE 
Chief Advancement Officer
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This may have been the longest 
89 days in the history of Animal 

Humane Society.
It started on July 16, an hour 

before the sun came up, when a cadre 
of AHS animal care staff piled into 
three vans to make the long drive 
from AHS’s Golden Valley facility to 
Pine River, Minn., a resort town of 

900 northwest of the Twin Cities. The 
half-dozen people in the caravan had 
been instructed to meet AHS humane 
investigations agent Wade Hanson at 
a gravel parking lot next to the Pine 
River Police Department. Working 
with the Cass County Sheriff’s Office 
and local police, Hanson needed the 
team to help with the seizure of an 

estimated 80 dogs reported to be 
living in inhumane conditions in a 
breeding facility owned by Deborah 
Rowell on the eastern edge of the city. 

Hanson and the animal care team 
arrived in Pine River and huddled to 
finalize plans. Hanson departed to 
rendezvous with the law enforcement 
officials, and they proceeded to Row-

The long journey home   |    By Jeff Moravec
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ell’s property to present the search 
warrant. He then called in the team.

The crew arrived and rolled up 
Rowell’s muddy driveway. It didn’t 
take long to realize that this was a 
more severe situation than anyone 
expected. During the course of the 
seizure, they would uncover a total of 
133 dogs and puppies suffering from 

neglect. On this humid, 90-degree 
day, the dogs were exposed to the 
blazing sun in a seemingly endless 
line of chain-link kennels, with only 
rancid water and moldy food for sus-
tenance. Puppies and pregnant dogs 
were cowering in cramped quarters 
and stifling temperatures inside a 
shed next to Rowell’s home. 

With tenderness these animals 
had likely never experienced, the 
team went to work removing the 
canines. They watered them and 
placed them in kennels in the shade 
of a large tree. Calling in help from 
the Heartland Animal Rescue Team in 
nearby Brainerd, they began trans-
porting the dogs to Golden Valley in 
air-conditioned vehicles, an operation 
that would extend into the wee hours 
of the next day. There were so many 
animals that some of the vans would 
have to make the six-hour round-trip 
again before all the dogs and puppies 
were safely removed. 

But rather than the end of Debo-
rah Rowell’s story, this was only the 
beginning. For nearly three months, 
until October, Rowell would fight the 
seizure in court, using all legal means 
available to contest the validity of the 
search warrant used to seize the dogs. 

During those 89 days that Rowell 
challenged the seizure, the future of 
the dogs remained in limbo – and not 
just those that were seized. Dozens 
of puppies were born to the pregnant 
dogs, most of them cared for at AHS’s 
St. Paul facility. In all, more than 
200 dogs and puppies waited to see 
whether a court would allow Row-
ell to reclaim the animals or if AHS 
would be allowed to find them new 
homes.

From beginning to end, AHS mar-
shaled its forces to do what it does 
best – care for animals. Initially, that 
meant identifying health issues and 
medical conditions, and providing 
the appropriate treatment. But then, 
despite not knowing if these animals 

would end up back in Rowell’s hands, 
AHS staff and volunteers took to the 
task of transforming these timid, 
unsocialized Pine River dogs into 
companion animals that could be 
welcomed into new homes. It was not 
just a job for hundreds of AHS staff 
and volunteers – it was a mission.

“Even though there was so much 
to be sad or upset about regarding 
where these dogs came from, no one 
really dwelled on that,” says Anne 
Johnson, AHS director of sites.  “Ev-
eryone just did what was necessary 
to care for the dogs while we waited. 
The compassion and dedication of our 
staff is what came to the forefront. 
We expect a lot, but we got even more. 
It was honestly amazing.”

Time and time again, as summer 
turned to fall, the grapevine would 
come alive with the word that maybe 
this case was almost over, that maybe 
the court was about to release the 
dogs. But time and time again, Rowell 
would go back to the court, and the 
decision about what would happen to 
the dogs would once more be delayed. 

 “It was heartbreaking seeing 

Buck was one of the dogs rescued 
from neglectful conditions in Pine 
River, Minn. The dogs were released 
for adoption on October 12.

One of the Pine River dogs, Ginger, found 
a new home with 10-year-old Zeke and his 
family.

www.animalhumanesociety.org   Fall 2013/Winter 2014  Animal Tracks  •  21



these dogs sit in cages when we knew 
they should be in loving homes,” says 
Ashley Sheridan, an AHS animal care 
technician lead. “But we knew we 
could make a difference in their lives 
no matter what happened, and that’s 
what we set out to do.”

“There have been a lot of emotions 
through these months, but the most 
emotional was the first day I spent 
helping in the big room where all the 
dogs were kept,” says Danny Robb, 
an AHS volunteer coordinator. “That 
day I saw staff from different depart-
ments, volunteers and donors. It was 

truly amazing to see all these dif-
ferent stakeholders coming together 
for this cause – people from so many 
different roles, getting in and getting 
the work done so at the end of the 
day the dogs were better than when 
we found them.”

Providing basic care for so many 
dogs was in itself a challenge, but AHS 
staff was committed to doing more 
than that. Volunteers were solicited to 
put the dogs on a schedule for walks, 
and staff like Ashley even came in on 
their days off to get the animals out-
side to exercise in the fresh air.

“It was emotional taking the dogs 
outside for their first walk, knowing 
that they had probably never been for 
a walk or even touched grass before,” 
she says. “They started off their walks 
very cautiously, but eventually they 
relaxed and it was a joyous moment 
watching how much fun they would 
have chasing bugs, picking up leaves, 
and sniffing everything.”

AHS volunteers stepped up in 
amazing numbers. By the time the 
dogs were released for adoption, more 
than 260 volunteers had contributed 
in excess of 2,100 hours of care.

1

2

3

4 5 6

1  The animal care team in Pine River found dogs kept outside in dangerously hot conditions, with no access to clean food or water. 2  More pup-
pies and dogs were found in cramped quarters inside a shed next to Rowell’s home. 3  Crates were set up in the shade of a large tree to prepare 
dogs for transport to AHS facilities.  4  AHS humane investigations agent Wade Hanson (back to camera) was among those who loaded kennels 
into the vans for the trip back to Golden Valley. 5  AHS’s Shawn McCarty provides water to the Pine River dogs while they were cared for in Golden 
Valley. 6  Though tentative at first, the dogs learned to enjoy walks, like this one with AHS’s Samantha Arras.
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Cheryl Carrigan was one of those 
volunteers, coming in to help with 
the dogs two or three times each 
week. “Each time I would do the same 
routine – cleaning kennels, giving 
fresh water, petting the ones that 
wanted it and talking to the ones that 
were afraid,” she says.  “I kept telling 
them that we were working hard as 
an organization to fight for them and 
to be their voice. As the weeks went 
on, it was incredible to see their per-
sonalities develop and their trust in 
humans start to be re-established.”

That opinion is seconded by Sue 
Brown, AHS operations support 
liaison, who was one of the team 
members who went to Pine River and 
worked with the dogs during their 
entire stay.  “Many of these dogs have 
gone through a major transforma-
tion. They don’t have to fight for 
food or water or to get out of extreme 
weather conditions. Their personali-
ties have really changed. None of that 
would have been possible if it hadn’t 
been for the support and hard work 
of our animal care staff, behavioral 
staff, volunteers, and adoption prep 
volunteers.” 

On October 10, AHS President & 
CEO Janelle Dixon could finally say 
the words so many had waited so long 
to hear. Rowell had run out of op-
tions. “It is with great joy that I tell 
you today that the Pine River dogs 
have been released to AHS and will 
soon be in our adoption centers and 
then on their way to new homes,” 
Janelle said. “It has been a long, hard 
journey but in the end, this is what 
we all wanted – the outcome that is 
best for the animals. Hallelujah!”

It was an emotional day, but not 
quite as much as Saturday, October 12, 
when the Pine River dogs, spread out 
among AHS’s five adoption centers, 
finally began going to their new 
homes. By the end of that weekend, 
more than a hundred Pine River dogs 
were adopted.

July 16 • Animal Humane Society works with the Cass County Sheriff on the 
removal of 133 dogs, including 29 puppies, from the property of dog breeder 
Deborah Rowell in Pine River, Minn., about 150 miles northwest of the Twin Cit-
ies. The sheriff’s office had issued a search warrant as the result of an ongoing 
investigation into complaints of animal cruelty at the breeding facility.

July 29 • A nine-count criminal complaint is filed by the Cass County attorney’s 
office, charging Rowell with violating the state’s animal cruelty laws. 

August 16 • In civil court, a Cass County judge upholds the validity of the July 16 
search warrant, refusing Rowell’s request that it be dismissed. The judge rules 
that the dogs could be returned to Rowell but only if: within 10 days, she proves 
she has improved her facilities so that the animals can be adequately cared for; 
and if she pays two separate bonds, one for $10,000 and one for $60,000.

August 29 • A second judge, following recusal of the first, reaffirms the validity 
of the search warrant but changes the stipulation so that Rowell must pay the 
actual cost incurred for caring for the animals from the date of seizure to the 
date of reclaim. She is given 10 days to do that.

September  9 • Rowell files a motion with the appellate court for a stay of the 
August 29 decision.

September 11 • The appellate court 
requires Rowell, in order to continue 
the case, to post a bond based on the 
actual costs incurred in caring for the 
animals. Rowell subsequently asks 
the court to stay the bond payment, 
but her request is denied. 

October 9 • When Rowell does not 
make the payment, the lower court 
ruling is allowed to stand, and the 
seized dogs are released to the cus-
tody of the Cass County sheriff. The 
sheriff’s office then gives permission 
to AHS to begin placing the animals, 
which it does, beginning October 12. 

October 14 • In criminal court, Rowell 
pleads guilty to one misdemeanor 
charge of having improper kennel 
sizes. Eight other charges related to 
animal cruelty are dismissed. She is 
fined $50, and given a 90-day jail sen-
tence, which is stayed. She is required 
to allow police to inspect her kennels.

Pine River timeline

Brian Higuera took Zorro home the first 
day the Pine River dogs were available for 
adoption.

“From the moment those doors 
opened, the smiles didn’t leave 
people’s faces, even when they were 
crying,” Anne Johnson said.

“Honestly, my cheeks hurt from 
smiling so much,” added Lynne 

Bengtson, AHS volunteer services 
manager. “It was truly an amazing 
day, and I am in awe of everyone who 
cared for these dogs – and the great 
folks who came to give these dogs lov-
ing homes.” 

To see a video about AHS’s involvement in the Pine River case, please go to  
www.animalhumanesociety.org/pineriver.
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Because of you, we are able to give 
animals in our community the second 
chances they deserve. This season of giving 
we’re celebrating a special dog whose story 
touched the hearts of countless Animal 
Humane Society staff and volunteers. Vida’s 
story wasn’t always a happy one but thanks 
to animal lovers like you, she found a happy 
new beginning.

When we first looked into Vida’s eyes, we saw 
a sweet, gentle girl who desperately wanted a 
second chance. This 8-year-old Border Collie 
mix was one of 42 dogs Animal Humane Society 
rescued from a puppy mill. The dogs lived in 
horrible conditions, cramped into cages and bred 
over and over again to produce puppies to sell. 

When Vida entered Animal Humane Society’s 
care, she was examined by our veterinary 

staff and they quickly realized she was 
both deaf and fearful of humans. We 

knew Vida had a long road ahead of 
her, but her hopeful eyes told us she 

just needed a little extra care and 
attention.
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Cost of Care
Because of the generosity of Animal Humane 
Society supporters, we are able to help animals 
that have special circumstances. We care deeply 
about every animal that comes to us and to ensure 
Vida had the best outcome, she stayed in our care 
for 33 days. 

Here’s what your contributions do for animals 
like Vida: 

$126  for Vida’s spay surgery, vaccinations  
 and microchip
 

 $45  for her medical treatments

$315  for many extra days in our care to    
 regain her health

$840 for individualized care and  
 socialization from professional behav- 
 ior staff and trained volunteers

$1,326 total cost to find Vida her happy new  
    beginning

A long but hopeful road
She’d never travelled in a car, encountered a doorway 
or even gone on a walk when she came to us. She had to 
learn how to overcome her fear of even the most basic of 
tasks, like walking on a leash. Our behavior and training 
staff, with help from our patient adoption preparation 
volunteers, spent over a month giving her special care 
to help overcome her shyness and teaching her to trust 
people. Slowly but surely, she became more comfortable 
interacting with the volunteers.

We spayed Vida so she wouldn’t have to give birth to any 
more litters of puppies. When she was ready for adoption, 
we knew it would take someone special to give her the 
love she’d never experienced before. Before long, a couple 
named Amy and Bryan fell in love with this sweet girl. 
They already had two dogs, one of whom was also deaf, 
and were dedicated to giving Vida the time she needed to 
heal.

Your compassion makes a difference
At Animal Humane Society we are committed to creating a 
more humane world for animals. Through your kindness, 
we will continue to give specialized care to animals that 
need extra time and attention. With your generosity, we 
will remain steadfast in taking a stand against animal 
cruelty in our community. Your compassion allows us to 
give animals like Vida the second chances they deserve.

you can make a difference for animals like Vida

Phone:   (763) 489-2210
Online: To see a video of Vida’s story or make a gift online  
  visit www.animalhumanesociety.org/believe
Email:   giving@animalhumanesociety.org

As we approach the end of the year, your support is 
more important than ever! During this season of giving, 
please make a year-end gift to continue supporting 
life-saving services for animals in our community. 



In Memory of a pet 
Remembered by... 

Abby 
Peggy and Toots

Amel 
Keith and Kimberly 
Friedrich

Ana & Lili 
Susan Pitra

Bailey Jane 
Karina Liuzzi, Richard 
Johnson, David Senger, Your 
Friends at Moss and Ber-
nett, Thomas and Victoria 
Keller

Barkley 
Douglas and Lorrie Collison

Basil 
Mary Goblirsch

BB “Black Boots” 
Mary Welfling

Bear & Smokey 
Deborah and Wayne 
Zwickey

Bella 
Donna Found

Belle 
Linda Mattley

Benjamin 
Gloria Zamora

Betty 
Ursula Nelson

Boots 
Karen and John Greenwell

Brandy 
Nikki Burk

Brittany, Bella, Abby & 
Twinkles 
Tail-Waggin’ Walk LLC

Buster 
Peggy C. Meerse

Calhi 
Marsha Gille and Roger 
Raina

Cappy 
Jill R. Tarant

Casey 
LaVon Johnson

Cassie 
Joan Karnath

Cassy 
Judith Swenson

Cecily 
Trudy and Daniel Thompson

Chloe 
Kathleen Arendt

Chloe 
Lori Galligan

Chloe 
Amanda Febey

Clara & Emma 
Elisabeth Lemieux

Clovis 
Louise Goede

Colby Jack 
Lolita and Kevin Driscoll

Conrad 
Cathy Nelson and Janine 
Hradsky

Cooper & Jelly 
Graciela Gonzalez

Cuddles 
Gary Glunz

Cumbre 
Amy Roza and Matt 
Yamasaki

Cumbre 
Ruth and Arthur Roza

Dudley & Maynard 
Barbara and Jerry Stearns

Duke 
Elisabeth Lemieux

Eddie Henry 
Paul Herzing

Elijah Bach Finkelstein 
Deborah Randolph

Ellis 
Kathleen Osborne

Ember 
Lia Melrose

Emmett Jantz Casper 
Michael Jones

Fozzie Bear 
Mary Lofgren

Fozzie Bear 
Nora Davis

Frank 
Jeff and Karen Piper

Frankly 
Christie Nixon

Fred 
Lisa Birchen

Frenzy 
LuAnn and Chip Berglund

Georgia Rae 
Gina Biel

Ginger 
Betty Brooking and 
Margaret Neibling

Ginger & Daisy 
Roger and Charlyn Moore

Hailey 
Jeanette Imholte-Decker

Halsey 
Mike Dougherty

Hannah Bear 
Katherine and Eric Husband

Harley 
Tammy Proulx

Harley 
Gary Glunz

Harry 
Geraldine and Jack King

Herbie 
Nora Davis

Heyu, Noel, Domino, 
Penny & Spanky 
Curtis Scheible and Jerrilyn 
Jones

Hobo, Kelly, Rascal, 
Penny, Pokey, Mookie & 
Mango 
Dorothy Swenson

Jack Guiher 
Derek Guiher

Jameson 
Fred and Barbara Myers

Janet 
Victor Pung

Jasmine 
Christina and Brian Hughes

Jethro 
Martha Murphy

Joey, Bailey & Max 
Maggie and Tom Olson

Kelly, Bella & Zoey 
Kalli Quigg

Kitty, Cupcake, 
Munchkin, Emma & 
Merlin 
Jonneth Schwartz

Lady 
Irvin Krebs

LeeLee Holler 
Natalie Egleston

Lucy & Ticki 
Richard Gibson

Maggie Emma & Sage 
Marie 
Debra Mursch

Martin 
Bruce Jones

Matt 
Edward and Mary Gillstrom

Max 
Ursula Nelson

Max, Beau & Dante 
Janet and Ross Kimmerle

Maya Norris 
Mary Norris

Mazie 
Elizabeth Beck

Mazzy 
Russell and Nancy Nelson

Meg 
Christine Duval

Mel 
Mary Jo Gibbons

Meow Meow 
Kelly Vossberg

Mika 
Anna Davenport

Mika 
Jenny Bauer

Millie 
John and Barbaa Bacich

Milo 
Kathleen and Paul Kohl

Minnie 
Kevin Frank

Molly 
Susan and John O’Donnell

Mr. T 
Roger Newton

Nicky & Sammy 
Faye and Steven Klein

Nilia & Gollie 
Cheryl Larsen

Obie & Lightening 
Linda Bauck

Oliver 
Pamela Christensen

Oscar 
Dennis and Dianne Olson

Oscar 
Nancy Zeidlik-Zimney

Ozzie 
Ellen and Michael Fasching

Pandor 
Kara Nystrom

Patch McRae 
Christine Lupo

Patches 
Kathleen Kuehner

Patches 
Heidi Taylor

Peaches 
Marilyn Johnson

Peepers 
Vail Place

Peggy 
Ellie and Thomas Crosby

We are grateful for your generous support of the animals through 
memorial and tribute gifts and are pleased to acknowledge these gifts 
in this magazine. We are committed to providing quality content 

with information about our programs and services and want to ensure that 
your donations are directly supporting the animals in our care. We sincerely 
appreciate every gift made in honor or memory of a loved one or pet; however, 
due to the volume only pet memorials of $100 or more will be listed in this 
publication.

memorials and tributes
January 1, 2013 through June 30, 2013

ahnung

Bailey Jane

abby
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Pepe, Buster, Betsy & 
Petey 
Valerie Commers

Pepper 
Laura and Gregory Solarz

Pepper 
Matthew Lundeen

Pepper 
Laura and Gregory Solarz

Peter Pot 
Molly Driscoll

Phantom 
Sally and Timothy Sawyer

Piper & Mocha 
Bezdeka

Queenie 
Norma Fox

Rascal 
Lindy and Craig Kreibich

Riley 
Patricia Harris

Ritter 
Betty Brooking and 
Margaret Neibling

Rocky 
Kathleen and Thomas 
Martin

Rollins 
Aubrey Paquette

Rosie 
Lesley Khattar

Rudy 
Michelle Karsten

Rudy 
Helen Montgomery

Rusty 
Elizabeth Stevens

Sadie 
Edward and Karolee Trost

Sadie 
Thomas and Mary Lundsten

Sam Moore 
Dr. Jo-Ida C. Hansen

Sammy 
Beth Vance

Schnitzel 
Marcia Bell

Schnoopy 
Gloria and Glenn Gaster

Sclucy, Seun & Storm 
Ann and Joel Patrick

Scotty 
Kaye and Michael Baum

Sherbert 
Jason Manning

Skipper 
Barb LaRose

Skyler 
August J. Aquila and Emily 
Haliziw

Smoochy 
Anne and Stan Glad

S’mores 
Lynn Krapf

Squeaker 
Veterinary Hospitals 
Association

Stanley 
Peter Lee

Suge 
Gloria Sell

Tigger, Sam & Eddie 
Sarah Doran

Toby 
Mary Welfling

Trissy 
Susan and Edwin McCarthy

Viva 
Harrison Grodnick

Winnie 
Geraldine and Jack King

Winston 
Elaine and Gary Jarrett

Winston I 
Rodney Emerson

Zoey 
Peter Castor

Hopkins Pet Hospital 
Would like to Honor the 
Memory of… 
Loved and Missed by…

Abbey 
Michelle Schroeder

Abby 
Jerry Richards

Aja 
Nicole Doercker-Train

Annabell 
Amy Walford

Archie 
Randy Travalia

Bailey 
David Kelzer

Bailey 
Nancy Ohmann

Baily 
Sara Hayes

Baxter 
Karen Klinsing

Bea 
Dawn Glaser-Falk

Bella 
Debbie Cisewski

Brandy 
Scott Wiltse

Breanna 
Sara Kobes

Brook 
Lori Burnes

Bruno 
Trish Santini

Bubba 
Natasha Georgia

Cali 
Jan Fleming

Callie 
Alec Albrecht

Captain 
Diana Gasior

Ceasar 
Mary LePage

Chance 
Steve Kessler

Charlie 
Robert and Kim Soach

Charlie 
Brian Federlien

Chilly 
Amelia Rixe

Cleo 
Katy Vanderkelen

Clovis 
Cheryl Goede

Coco 
Nancy Cotter

Coco 
Deb Butler

Cody 
Lynne Christensen

Colt 
Gary Henckek

Cubby 
Sherrill Ridenaur

Demi 
David Witt

Diamond 
Tammy Jansen-Hentges

Dixie 
Richard Quitmeyer

Elliot 
Lillian Zumberge

Fonzie 
Eric and Jennifer Bjorgerd

Freddie 
Mae Felseh

Fuzz 
Margaret Charron

Ginger 
Pat Flynn

Ginger 
Julia McCaan

Gingerbread 
Marsha and Carl Hines

Goldie 
Elizabeth Miller

Gus 
Melissa Haugen

Hannah 
Phyllis Morgan

Harry 
Colleen Risl

Heidi 
Barb Sabatke and Debra 
Janke

Holly 
Marilyn Brown

Iggy 
Denise Yannessa

Jackie 
Sheila Asato

Jake 
Terry Hanim

Jammer 
Myra Schwichtenberg

Jazzer 
Jackie Lenesgue

Jim 
Eileen and Ted Weinberg

Jogi 
Ann Kontino

Keeglau 
Peggy Gerold

Kela 
Suzie and Dick Johnson

Kirby 
Richard Newman

Kitty 
Ann and Niel Corvin

Klaus 
Tim Nefzger

Leo 
Frank Warden

Leroy 
Eric and Lindsay 
Youngdahl

Lesa 
Gwenn Chriss

Liddy 
Linda Salender

Lily 
Lynn Hallander

Louie 
Wendy Irwin

Lucy 
Furness and Martha Opitz

Lyra 
Kim Steppe

Martema 
Monica Carr

Max 
Furness and Martha Opitz

Max 
Barb Christensen

Max 
Gillian Rosenquist

Max 
Jennifer Kitchell

Max 
Todd Baer

Maxwell House 
Toni Chipka

Missy 
Denise Lien

Mittens 
Shirley Adzick

Mitzie 
Joanne Heil

Molly 
John and Ardie Arko

Molly 
Jolene and Hans Johnson

Molly 
Ana Stuhldrecker

Molly 
Betty Hahn

Molly 
Sean McArdle

Molly 
Rhonda Kiecker

Monet 
Arlene Neumann

Moose 
Colleen Real

Moose 
Jennifer Eickhoff

Murphy 
Kris Fish

Nikki 
Maret Ericsen and Tom 
Lovelang

Nina 
Catherine Marris

Nonie 
Matt and Andrea Bockley

Odie 
Tammy St Pierre

Odo 
Tory Lund

Oscar 
Kevin Kemper

Oskar 
Julie Soderberg

abby

Harry

Patches

lucy and oscar
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c i d d g t v u t e
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e n t g i m t p u y
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e e h p u p p y u o

Animal Babies
Dog=Puppy
Chinchilla=Kit
Fish=Fry
Cat=Kitten
Horse=Foal
Hamster=Pup
Turtle=hatchling

Spot the Differences

1. color of leash

2. white fur on chest

3. bone in grass

4. color of tag

Hidden Pets

Answers to Playpen on page 31

Catch it!



P 
Zoe Severson

Paco 
Teresa Klotz

Peppe 
Kevin Kinoshita

Pepper 
Jerry Twineng

Pete 
Angela Neubauer

Phoebe 
Mandy Gulbrannon

Pinky 
Bonnie Kindt

Pogo 
Susan Penniston

Punkin 
Burt and Char Heeler

Riddick 
Patty Cullen

Riley 
Christine Heine

Rocko 
Alex Martin

Rocky 
Karen McElrath

Rocky 
Shelly LeFleur

Rocky 
John Steuck

Rooney 
Cherri Thanner

Rowdy 
Amy Petrunka

Ruby 
Eileen Lorentz

Ruby 
Liz Denn

Sacha 
Nancy Peterson

Sadie 
David Johnson

Sandi 
Joanne Haugen

Sassy 
Toni Prekker

Shadow 
Judie Schumacher

Shelby 
Doobie and Joyce Kurus

Shirt 
Amy Erickson

Snickers 
Beth Flynn

Sonny 
Carrie Schultz

Sophie 
Margit Johnson

Stoli 
Mary Calhoven

Sylvester 
Greg and Tina Schurient

Tabita 
Mary Rider

Tabitha 
Mary Ann Pulkrabek

Tacha 
Mary Wold

Tango 
Mae Ng

Tigger 
Robert Healey

Tina 
Greg Meland

TJ 
Brad Boyum

Toby 
Kate and Eddie Thomas

Tulip 
Mary Gunderson

Tzippi 
Mark & Deborah Luther

Walter 
Jean Naylor

Zoe 
Gail Zender

Zoe 
Monique Hook

Zorro 
Valerie Streff

Metropolitan Veteri-
nary Referral Services 
Would Like to Honor the 
Memory of… 
Loved and Missed by…

Abby 
Roald and Carole Knutson

Ashley 
Beverly Lewis

Beau 
Todd and Kym Weiland

Bob 
Laurence and Catherine 
Chase

Buddy 
Cheryl and Dan Larson

Fushigi 
Stacy Enzmann and Allan 
Tokuda

Genie Bear 
Paul and Cynthia Nelson

George 
Clint Cowen and Paul Perea

Henry 
Scott and Amy Birkins

Jaspurr 
Kevin and Karen Mikkelson

May Too 
Heather Schley

Mollie 
David and Kirsten 
Dusterhoft

Nelly 
Robert and Marsha Silhacek

Patches 
Sue Winterstein

Pete 
Penny Barncard

Rerun 
John Hengel and Megan 
Horan-Hengel

Rex 
John and Joan Carroll

Riley 
Greg & Roberta Sjodin

Sampson 
Chris and Jill Glorvigen

Scooter 
Phyllis Kilmer

Serby 
Peter Heying

Spanky 
Peggy Ozland

Whitie 
Robby and Michelle Fischer

Wolfgang 
Stephen Stouder

Ziggy 
Kevin and Vicky Walberg

White Bear Animal 
Hospital Would Like to 
Honor the Memory of… 
Loved and Missed by…

Abbey 
James Bruton

Abby 
Marcie Oltman

Allie 
Colleen O’Keefe

Andy 
Teri and Bob Shellum

Angel 
Susan and Jeff Huggins

Annie 
Fred Stuneck

Arthur 
Keith Amdahl

Bailey 
Wendy and Mury Johnson

Bailey 
Bobbi Jasper

Bella 
Susanne DePalma

Belle 
Devon and Scott Hoysler

Bernie 
Lisa Siddons

Bono 
Susan and Jeff Higgins

Brownie 
Sandra Brown

Buddy 
Julie and John Fisher

Buddy 
Eileen Lanning

Buddy 
Julie and Charlie Whitaker

Buddy 
Robert and Mary Mold

Buffy 
Ellen Ade

Cash 
Gail Moriarty

Charlie 
Nancy Zimmer

Cinder 
Pat Gehrke

Cindy 
Jonetta Williams

Cleo 
Jill Faser

Cody 
Kenneth Iverson

Cody 
Joel and Shannon Johnson

Cody 
Steve and Gloria Danes

Cosmo 
Jerry and Sue Grace

Daisy 
Rebecca Hardel

Dakota 
Devon Adamavich

Diputs 
Julie and John Fisher

Diva 
Roxanne and Joe Cruz

Duke 
Christine Brochman

Duke 
Mary Bobzin

Dusty 
Jill Shaw

Emma 
Sheryl Pascoe

Emma 
Carole Garrison

Emmy 
Melinda and Jon Stone

Genevieve 
Dany Cooper

George 
Kathy Besser

Gina 
Julie Lane

Grizzly 
Jan Schroeder

Hanzel 
James Bohrer

Harley 
Mitchell and Margo Boeke

Hawkey III 
Randall LaFoy

Hunter 
Tom Arcand

Itty Bitty 
Linda See

Itzy 
Steven Hinrichs

Jack 
Karol Galatzer

Jake 
Joan and Jim Webb

Jake 
Timothy and Melinda 
Monigold

Jasper 
Joe and Lisa Waldoch

JJ 
Eric Rickman

Kallee 
Michele and David Mahner

Katie 
Becky and David Kohler

Kiko 
Dale Statsman

King 
Phil Winter

Kiwi 
Ted Thornquist

Kym 
John and Jane Aiken

Lacey 
Megan Espe

Libby 
Kathryn Jolly

Loki 
Mark and Kathy Vanwinkle

Louie 
Michael and Leann Sagerer

Lucy 
Kate Huebsch

Mac 
Jenny Shields

Maddie 
Shirley Hallquist

Muffin

Johnny Boy

Charmaine
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Madison 
Terry and Carrie Troske

Maggie 
Lois Forliti

Mai Tai 
James and Jeanne Swenson

Malachi 
Cory Welsh

Mandy 
Barb Schmidt

Max 
Barbara Cropsey

Max 
Jim Knobel

Max 
Dan and Shannon Foley

Midnight 
Kimberly and Mike Beaulieu

Millie 
Brooke and Jeremy 
Heerwald

Minnie 
Debra and Bohn

Misha 
Liana and Joe Kvidera

Muffie 
Jeffrey Thurnstedter

Nala 
Della Zahn

Nala 
Jason Valento

Nibbler 
Dana Schimke

Ninerrs 
Ed and Melissa Shaughnessy

Oscar 
Meg Loeks

Patches 
Mary Bosscher

Pepe 
Mark Wocken

Pink 
Amy and Josh Arehart

Piper Two 
Patricia and James 
Gilkerson

Princess 
Mary and Bill Williams

Princess 
Jill Shaw

Rabbit 
Jodi Zupancich

Rascal 
Kathleen Halverson

Reenie and Snoopy 
Gloria Kjonaas

Rose 
Kathy Carroll

Rudy 
Cheryl and Doug Bauer

Shadie Lane 
Greg Landucci

Shadow 
Lois Holton

Tanner 
Wendy Gunelson

Tela 
Jake and Kristin Daniels

Thunder 
Greg Swenson

Tiger 
Mary Post

Tigger 
Jenny and Lou Cartony

Tiki 
Phyllis Kendig

Tippy 
Linda See

Trixie 
Paul and Diane Swanson

Trout 
Danielle and Brent Nelson

Woody 
Monica Pederson

Yoshi 
Sue Converse

Zack 
Linda Ziskovsky

Zoey 
Schaundra and Rob 
Anderson

Southdale Pet Hospital 
Would Like to Honor the 
Memory of… 
Loved and Missed by…

Abby 
Mr. and Mrs. Barry Naugle

Abby 
The Holte Family

Bandit 
Carla Naughton

Baxter 
The Lindholm Family

Boots 
Gerald Emmons

Bubba 
The Brown Family

Bud 
The Boatman Family

Buddy 
Mr. and Mrs. Chuck 
Breitsprecher

Callie 
Lacy Crowther

China 
The Delianedis Family

Chloe 
Ann Shaeffer

Chucky 
The Johnson Family

Cindy 
Carl Halker

Cleo 
Donna Clark

Cosmo 
Mr. and Mrs. Greg Mesna

D. Claude & Phoebe 
Mr. Allen

Daisy 
The Orfield Family

Dublin 
Erin Zerwekh

Duchess 
Mr. and Mrs. Helseth

Dusty 
The Scheiderich Family

Emmett 
Mr. and Mrs. Tim Bearden

Faye 
Carrie Wikman

Ginger 
The Clarin Family

Gracie 
Dustin Knoll

Hali 
Beth Hayward

Hyacinth 
Roberta Yost

Indy 
The Borgen Family

Jack 
The Guiher Family

Jade 
Joan Lampert

Jessica 
Jodi Anderson

Jessie 
Dave and Chris Rine

Jester 
Jenny Ovick

Joey 
Ashley Hoehn

Juno 
The Donnelly Family

Lacy 
Dan Maley

Lily 
Joan Bentz

Lola 
The Ahlquist Family

Lucy 
Fay Gold

Maddie 
Betsy Pfeifer

Molly, a Springer/Water Spaniel mix, came into 
our lives just before the holidays in 1998. 

My kids and I walked into Animal Humane Society 
that day as 3-month-old Molly was just being brought 
upstairs. One look at her beautiful brown eyes and 
floppy ears, and the three of us fell in love. Taking a 
leap of faith that my husband would feel the same—he 
was out shopping for Christmas—we put this little 
puppy on hold. When he joined us, he took one look at 
Molly and it was unanimous. We never doubted after 
that that she was meant to be part of our family.

Molly had lots of energy and a wonderful personal-
ity. Everyone who met her loved her, and she loved 
them right back. Although she liked to chase a Frisbee 
around the backyard and go swimming and hiking, her 
favorite place was “doggy park” (the off-leash park). 
She wasn’t interested in playing with the other dogs, 
she just wanted to run and run and run. And each 
evening, without fail, she would jump up in the chair 
next to me and burrow down to snuggle until it was 
time for bed.

We were thankful and grateful every day that Molly 
was part of our lives. But that didn’t make it any easier 
this summer when, after nearly 15 years together, we 
had to say good-bye to our sweet girl. Age had taken its 
toll, and she was struggling. We told her how much she 
meant to us, and let her go. Every time I walk into the 
Golden Valley AHS, I think about how lucky we were 
that we found Molly.

Sincerely,
Kelly M.

Barney

Charmaine
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Maggie 
The Giannakakis Family

Mati 
Mr. and Mrs. Davis

Minnow 
The Ebbert Family

Murphy 
The Ciardelli Family

Output 
Kai Esbensen

Pablo 
Pat Bogusz

Patch 
Dan Baron

Pepper 
Michelle Cross

Pixie 
Lisa Armstrong and Eric 
Davis

Reilly 
The Lussky Family

Rocket 
Mr. and Mrs. Ron Wenass

Rommel 
Mr. and Mrs. Meadley

Rosie 
The Hykes Family

Rudy 
Jerome Nyenhuis

Sam 
The Strickland Family

Sammy 
Lad and Melody Sledz

Sassy 
Mr and Mrs Steinkamp

Scooby 
Anna Hoenack

Scooter 
The Clay Family

Sock 
The Cluckley Family

Sophie 
The Burke Family

Sport 
The Stastny Family

Sugar Bear 
Darlene and Tom Lund

Tiger 
Jane Melroe

Trixie 
The Josephson Family

Wynnie 
Mr. and Mrs. Robert Rinek

Zoe 
Mr. and Mrs. Randy 
Mattson

Zoe 
The Henneberg Family

In Tribute to a pet 
Recognized by …

Alice 
Nancy Woelffer

All Our Adopted Animals 
Ingrid and Ronald Roed

Ashley 
Juliette and John Geisen

Chloe 
Thomas Senn and Mark 
Manion

Cody 
Jan and Thomas Solei

Dotty 
Thomas Malone

Emma 
Jane and Chris Jenkins

Fritz, Heidi & Shadow 
Barbara Sherbert

Howard Hank Harazin 
Ann Lutz

Jake 
Patricia Mortenson

Kendra 
Susan Hackney

Maggie, Sophie, Abby, 
Milo & Murphy 
David Bush

Miss Ellie 
Jessica and Thomas 
Barthelme

Peaches 
Thomas Schuh

Rocky 
Kathleen and Thomas 
Martin

Sandy & Lucky 
Janice Pearson

Savannah 
Jo Nichols

Scooter & Chessie 
Dorene Eklund and Jan 
Skovran

Serena 
Carroll Brooks

Shelby 
Denise Melchior

Sport & Ike 
Robert Brownson, Kristi 
Warner and Brownson and 
Ballou, PLLP

Tanner 
Rachel Imholte

Toby & Tippy 
Mark Schmitz

Trek & Buddy 
Kelly and Jeffrey Sheehan

Wallace & Otis 
Joan Novak

Wendy’s Emily 
Janna and Richard Quam

Yogi 
Mariel Wolter

Winnie

Molly

Make your next gift in 
memory or in honor of 

an animal you love

Your support of Animal Humane 
Society can also be a wonderful way 
to remember the special animals 
in your life. Gifts of $100 or more 
made in memory or tribute to an 
animal will be listed here in Animal 
Tracks. 

To make a memorial or tribute gift, 
you may:

• use the donation envelope pro-
vided in the center fold of this 
issue

• visit animalhumanesociety.org/
donate and select the 
honor/memorial option

• or call our Development office at 
(763) 489-2210

thank you!
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the differences
spot

Answers are on page 27
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cat

dog

guinea pig

hamster

horse

kitten

parakeet

puppy

turtle

pup

puppy

kitten

foal

kit

hatchling 

fry

animal babies
Do you know the names of these new arrivals?

catch it!
Help the cat catch her toy.

hidden pets
Can you spot the names of 9 pet animals 
hidden in this puzzle?

There are 4 differences in these two pictures.  
Can you find them all?

The Playpen

c i d d g t v u t e
c a u o u n r d i h
e n t g i m t p u y
l w c n n v a a e o
t n b a e r k u v h
r e c s a t k b r p
u d r k p q t y d t
t o e c i t c i w y
h e x x g s t n k e
t r e t s m a h b q
l x k j k b k e r h
s p u z s p x m y z
r q l a i o j k z q
e e h p u p p y u o

Daisy
Adopted 10/15/12

St. Paul

Dog

Chinchilla

Fish

Cat

Horse

Ham
ste

r

Turtle
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