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Animal Humane Society is the leading 
animal welfare organization in the 
Upper Midwest dedicated to engaging 
and serving local and regional 
communities of people and animals. 
Our mission is to engage the hearts, 
hands and minds of the community to 
help animals.

Through comprehensive programs 
and services, Animal Humane 
Society provides resources that 
compassionately serve all the stages of 
an animal’s life. 

As a private non-profit organization, we 
receive no federal, state or government 
funding and rely totally on private 
donations, merchandise sales and 
adoption fees.
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Animal Humane Society is a member 
of the National Federation of Humane 
Societies and Pets Across America, a 
consortium of humane organizations 
throughout the country that raise funds 
to care for animals in local shelters.

Animal Humane Society is a founding 
member of Minnesota Partnership 
for Animal Welfare (MnPAW) and the 
Minnesota Horse Welfare Coalition.
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As I write this, we are just finish-
ing our Report to the Community 
for the fiscal year that ended June 
30, 2012. What struck me most in 
reviewing our accomplishments is 
how much success we’ve continued 
to have with our Bound for Home 
initiative. The impact it has had 
on improving the quality of life 
for animals in our community is 
more than most of us could have 
imagined. 

We have seen our placement rate 
steadily increase since Bound for Home began two years ago, to 80 percent 
as the fiscal year ended. Within reach is our goal to find loving homes for 
at least 90 percent of the animals that come through our doors. We know 
it will take continued focus and dedication to achieve that goal. We’ve 
made great strides, but there is much more work ahead.

Bound for Home has many aspects. Our surrender by appointment pro-
gram, the Kindest Cut affordable spay/neuter service and the Law of Paw 
community awareness campaign have received a lot of attention, and 
justifiably so – they are key components of the initiative. But there are 
smaller, sometimes less publicized pieces of Bound for Home that are also 
critical in moving us forward. 

Fresh Start, for example, is a program started for cats that come to us 
with an aversion to the litter box. Chow Hounds, for another, is an initia-
tive that provides special training for dogs that exhibit food guarding 
behaviors. Those programs, and a number of others, are designed to help 
make specific animals suitable for adoption, animals that in years past 
might never have reached the adoption floor. They require innovation, 
creative thinking, hard work, and a belief in the concept that we will 
reach our 90 percent placement goal by concentrating on helping one 
animal at a time. While they may not get the notice some of our other 
programs do, they are absolutely essential in helping us realize our goal.

What also impressed me in reviewing the past year is how much your 
commitment to our vision has been responsible for bringing us to the 
point where we are today. Your continuing support, along with the 
dedication of our staff, volunteers and board of directors, is crucial as we 
move ever closer to our goal. It will take all of us working together to get 
there—and we will. Thank you for your support and for being part of this 
journey.

Sincerely, 

—Janelle Dixon, CEO/President

a message from Janelle Dixon

Janelle Dixon – President & CEO

To view our latest Report to the 
Community please visit our website at 
www.animalhumanesociety.org/aboutus/
annual-report.

http://www.animalhumanesociety.org
http://www.animalhumanesociety.org/aboutus/annual-report
http://www.animalhumanesociety.org/aboutus/annual-report
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Pet food and supplies
Purina One dog and cat food and treats 
as well as Tidy Cat litter, collars, leashes, 
toys and grooming supplies are available 
at our five locations.

Humane investigations
Our humane agents work with law 
enforcement and respond to thousands 
of reports of animal neglect and cruelty 
each year. Visit  
www.animalhumanesociety.org/prevention  
for more information.

Youth programs
From Unleashed Summer Camp and 
projects for Scouts, to PetSet Youth Club 
there is a lot for kids to do at AHS. Call 
(763) 489-2220 or visit  
www.animalhumanesociety.org/youth.

School programs
We offer interactive classroom programs 
for students in grades K-12. For 
information on selecting a program for 
a child’s school call (763) 489-2220 or 
visit www.animalhumanesociety.org/
classroom.

Microchip and nail clinics
Microchip and nail trim clinics are offered 
monthly at our five locations. Check the 
calendar in this magazine for specific 
times.

Wildlife rehabilitation
Injured and orphaned wildlife are 
accepted at our Golden Valley location. 
For information call (763) 489-2223 or visit 
www.animalhumanesociety.org/wildlife.

Lost and found pets
We offer a Lost and Found Online Bulletin 
Board for you to post missing or found 
pets. Also, review stray animals in our 
care at our facilities at 
www.animalhumanesociety.org/
lostandfound.

Behavior helpline
Need some advice regarding your pet? 
We’re here to help. Call (763) 489-2202.

Online library
Visit our online library for help with pet 
training and behavior.
www.animalhumanesociety.org/library.

Therapy animals
Animal Ambassadors, AHS’s animal-
assisted therapy teams visit hospitals, 
nursing homes and other facilities. For 
more information call (763) 432-4825.

Tours 
Tours of our facilities are available to 
students or other groups by appointment. 
Maximum group size is determined by 
location. To schedule a tour at any of our 
locations call (763) 489-2220.

Birthday parties
Have your birthday party at an AHS 
location and invite up to 15 guests. Call 
(763) 489-2220 for more information.

Pet loss
Humane euthanasia and cremation 
services are available. Call (763) 412-
4969 or visit www.animalhumanesociety.
org/petloss. Pet loss support groups are 
offered on Monday evenings at 7 p.m. in 
Golden Valley. 

Memorial garden
Visit the peaceful perennial garden at 
our Buffalo location where past pets 
are honored with memorial plaques 
throughout the garden. 

Ways to help
Visit www.animalhumanesociety.org/
help to find out about the ways in which 
you can help AHS, from volunteering in 
our shelters or as a foster volunteer to 
donating or contributing to our wish list. 
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Follow us on Twitter:
twitter.com/Animal_HumaneMN

Like us on Facebook:
facebook.com/animalhumanesociety

Adoption 
Let an animal choose you! Cats, dogs, 
rabbits, birds, ferrets, guinea pigs and small 
critters are available for adoption at our five 
locations. View the animals available today 
at www.animalhumanesociety.org.

Surrender 
Companion animals may be surrendered 
at any of our five open admission 
locations where we provide safe refuge 
for thousands of animals each year. 
Appointments are required to surrender an 
animal. Call (763) 412-4969 or visit www.
animalhumanesociety.org/surrendering. 

Kindest Cut low cost spay/neuter
Through our partnership with Kindest Cut 
mobile clinic, high quality, low cost spay/
neuter services are available to the pets of 
people in need. Visit www.kindestcutmn.
com for more information.

Pet boarding
We offer two options for pet boarding. 
There’s Animal House at AHS in Golden 
Valley (763) 489-2222 and Now Boarding 
near the Minneapolis St. Paul Airport (612) 
454-4850. www.animalhumanesociety.org/
boarding.

Pet training
We speak fluent animal. More than 50 
classes are offered weekly at our Coon 
Rapids, Golden Valley, Woodbury and 
Now Boarding locations. Check out www.
animalhumanesociety.org/training or call 
(763) 489-2217.

locations 
Buffalo 
4375 Hwy. 55 S.E. • Buffalo, MN 55313 
(763) 390-3647
Pet adoption and surrender, memorial garden, 
microchip and nail clinics, pet loss services, 
retail area, shelter tours, youth programs

Coon Rapids 
1411 Main St. N.W. • Coon Rapids, MN 55448
(763) 862-4030
Pet adoption and surrender, dog training, mi-
crochip and nail clinics, pet loss services, retail 
area, shelter tours, youth programs

Golden Valley 
845 Meadow Ln. N. • Golden Valley, MN 55422
(763) 522-4325
Pet adoption and surrender, dog playgroups, 
microchip and nail clinics, pet boarding, pet 
loss services, pet training, retail area, shelter 
tours, wildlife rescue, youth programs

St. Paul 
1115 Beulah Ln. • St. Paul, MN 55108
(651) 645-7387
Pet adoption and surrender, microchip and 
nail clinics, pet loss services, retail area, shel-
ter tours, youth programs

Woodbury 
 9785 Hudson Rd. • Woodbury, MN 55125 
(651) 730-6008
Pet adoption and surrender, dog training, 
microchip and nail clinics, pet loss services, 
shelter tours, retail area, youth programs

Now Boarding 
6002 28th Ave. S. • Minneapolis, MN 55450
(612) 454-4850 • www.nowboardingpets.com
Pet boarding, doggy day care, grooming, dog 
training 

our  
services
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hours
Adoption Centers
Monday – Friday: 12 p.m. – 8 p.m. 
Saturday & Sunday : 10 a.m. – 6 p.m.

Incoming Animals 
Surrender by Appointment
Please call our Animal Admissions 
Center for an appointment to 
surrender an animal. 
(763) 412-4969
Monday - Friday 11 a.m. – 7 p.m.
Saturday & Sunday 10 a.m. - 6 p.m.

Animal Humane Society is closed 
Thanksgiving, Christmas Eve, 
Christmas, New Year’s Day and Martin 
Luther King Day.

Contact Us

(763) 522-4325
www.animalhumanesociety.org
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Calendar of Events 

December 2012 - March 2013
Programs for Kids
PetSet Youth Club 
Spring session begins January 15

Be a part of the PetSet Youth Club! Youth 
members meet twice a month to learn from 
animal experts, examine animal-related 
current events, develop community service 
projects to help animals and more. The club 
is open to students in grades 5-7 on Tuesday 
in Woodbury or on Wednesday and Thursday 
in Golden Valley. New members can join at 
any time! For more information, or to register 
online, visit www.animalhumanesociety.org/
petsetyouthclub.

Pawsome Pet Picture Show  
Now Showing: Bolt 
The Pawsome Pet Picture Show is a youth 
movie night hosted at Animal Humane Soci-
ety. It is a two-hour program, from 6–8 p.m. in 
the Education Room at Golden Valley. AHS will 
show an animal-themed movie (complete with 
popcorn and juice boxes) and have a special 
intermission featuring time with an AHS ani-
mal. Families are welcome, but all attendees 
must be at least 7 years of age. For more 
information, or to register online, visit www.
animalhumanesociety.org/pawsomepet.

Disney’s “Bolt” • January 18

Unleashed Presidents’ Day Camp for Kids 
Looking for something for your child to do on 
Presidents’ Day? Our one-day camp includes 
time with animals, crafts, games and activi-
ties, with a special emphasis on leadership 
traits such as teamwork and service, and how 
to make the world a better place for people 
and animals.  For kids in grades 3 - 6. Camps 
will be held at Golden Valley, Woodbury and 
Coon Rapids. For more information, or to reg-
ister online, visit www.animalhumanesociety.
org/unleashed.

February 18

Unleashed Spring Break Camp for Kids
Do your kids love animals?  And theatre? This 
unique spring break camp is for them!  Kids 
will work together to create a play that they 
will perform at the end of this week-long 
workshop. For kids in grades 3 - 6. Camps 
will be held at Golden Valley, Woodbury and 
Coon Rapids from 9 a.m.-4 p.m. each day. 
For more information or to register online, 
visit www.animalhumanesociety.org/un-
leashed.

March 11-15 
March 25-29 
April 1-5

Unleashed Summer Camp 
Registration begins February 15!

Unleashed is an animal-themed summer day 
camp. Campers spend a full week immersed 
in animal learning and fun. Each week 
includes animal-related educational activi-
ties, animal interactions, visits from special 
guests, field trips and more. Unleashed is 
available at all AHS facilities for kids entering 
grades 3-10. Camps run from mid-June to 
mid-August. For more information or to reg-
ister online, visit www.animalhumanesociety.
org/unleashed.

Classroom Programs

This year, bring humane education programs 
to a child’s school or a meeting site! Our 
classroom programs offer interactive presen-
tations provided by AHS professional educa-
tors at your location. Each program is tailored 
to the audience’s ages and interests. These 
presentations are available for groups of any 
kind, including schools, clubs, homeschool 
groups and community organizations. For 
more information, visit www.animalhumane-
society.org/classroom.

Girl Scout Badge Program

AHS offers a Pet Badge program for Girl 
Scout Daisies, Brownies and Juniors. Our 
comprehensive program features a shelter 
tour and other educational activities which 
meet all the requirements to earn a Girl Scout 
Badge. This program is available at all AHS 
facilities. For more information, visit www.
animalhumanesociety.org/scouts.

Tours, Clinics  
& Groups
AHS Tours
Ever wonder what goes on behind the scenes 
at AHS? Join us for a tour of any of our five 
facilities led by one of our professional hu-
mane educators. You’ll learn more about AHS 
and the animals we serve, and get a guided 
tour through the working areas of our shelter. 
Cost is $1 per person ($15 minimum). Partici-
pants must be at least 6 years of age. Tours 
are offered throughout the year by appoint-
ment, and can also be combined with an AHS 
classroom program. Advanced reservations 
are required for all tours. Call (763) 489-2220 
or email education@animalhumanesociety.org 
to register.

Animal Ambassadors
Animal Ambassadors are teams of volunteers 
and their pets who have been trained and 
registered as therapy animal teams. They 
provide animal-assisted therapy in nursing 
homes, memory care facilities, assisted living 
homes and other senior centers. These special 
teams unleash the power of pets to enhance 
the lives of the people they touch. To become 
an Animal Ambassador, you must become an 
AHS volunteer, you and your pet must pass 
the Canine Good Citizen Test (dogs only), and 
you and your pet must complete training to 
become a registered animal therapy team. To 
learn more visit www.animalhumanesociety.
org/animalambassadors or contact email 
bcooney@animalhumanesociety.org.

Microchip and Nail Clinics
Microchip your pets for their safety in the 
event they are lost. Nail trims also available. 
Microchipping is $25 plus tax and nail trims 
are $12 plus tax. Clinics are held from 1–3 p.m. 
at the locations and on the dates listed below. 
For more information visit our online Events 
Calendar at www.animalhumanesociety.org/
events or call (763) 522-4325.

Buffalo • Second to last Sunday of each month
Coon Rapids • Second Sunday of each month
Golden Valley • Second Sunday of each month
St. Paul • First Sunday of each month
Woodbury • Third Saturday of each month

Pet Loss Support Group
This support group is an informal and ongoing 
support group led by a trained facilitator for 
those dealing with the grief caused by the loss 
of a pet. There is no admission charge or reser-
vation required. The group meets in Confer-
ence Room D across from the Training Center 
in Golden Valley, Mondays at 7 p.m., except 
for holidays. For easy and convenient access, 
please park in the North parking lot. For more 
information, please call (612) 730-6016. 

Training & 
Playgroups
Introduction to Dog Training
Find out about the convenient dog training 
classes offered at Animal Humane Society. 
People only at this first session please. No 
registration necessary. Classes are held at 6:30 
p.m. and are available in Coon Rapids, Golden 
Valley, Woodbury and at Now Boarding. For 
exact dates and a schedule of all our dog 
training classes, visit www.animalhumaneso-
ciety.org/training or call (763) 489-2217.

Intro to Therapy Animals 
Are you interested in learning how you and 
your pet (dog, cat, guinea pig, rabbit, and 
more) can become part of a visiting animal 
therapy team? Join us to find out more about 
what therapy animals do, what training you 
and your animal will need, and how to be-
come a registered therapy 
animal team. This session 
is free, but registration 
is required. For more 
information, call (763) 
489-2217 or email train-
ing@animalhumanesoci-
ety.org. 

January 16, Golden Valley • 7-8 p.m.
February 27, Saint Paul • 7-8 p.m.
March 20, Golden Valley • 7-8 p.m.

Dogs
Canine Good Citizen Test
A certification program designed to reward 
dogs with good manners at home and in the 
community. The program stresses responsible 
pet ownership. $10 per dog. Registration is re-
quired. For more information and to register, 
visit www.akc.org or call our Training School 
at (763) 489-2217.

Golden Valley • one Friday per month at 6 p.m. For 
exact dates, please visit www.animalhumanesociety.
org/events.

Coon Rapids • the third Wednesday of the month at 
8:15 p.m.

Dog Playgroups
We offer several playgroups and socialization 
opportunities for your pet at our Golden Val-
ley facility. Playgroups are offered for small 
dogs and for puppies younger than one year. 
For a description of the playgroups available 
and a schedule, visit www.animalhumanesoci-

ety.org/dogplay or call (763) 489-2217.

Reactive Rovers
This class is designed for dogs that bark, 
snark, or growl at other dogs. We will 
help you learn to walk your dog past other 
dogs and teach your dog to greet other dogs 

politely. This class is not appropriate for dogs 
that are aggressive toward people. Space is 
limited. For more information, call the Train-
ing School at (763) 489-2217.

Wallflower
Does your dog cower when guests come over? 
Does he hide in the bedroom when the door-
bell rings? Does he try to run away when he 
hears children playing outside? If so, Animal 
Humane Society’s Wallflower class might be 
for you. This class is for shy and fearful dogs. 
Call our Training School at (763) 489-2217 for 
more information.

Rabbits
Bunny Basics
This is a class for people interested in get-
ting a rabbit or those who already have one 
and want to know more about their care (no 
rabbits in class please). The class is free, but 
donations to the Minnesota Companion Rabbit 
Society are welcome. Register by calling (763) 
489-2234. All sessions are held from 6:30–8 
p.m. on the dates below.

December 6 • Woodbury
December 10 • Golden Valley
January 3 • Woodbury
January 14 • Golden Valley
February 7 • Woodbury
February 11 • Golden Valley
March 7 • Woodbury
March 11 • Golden Valley

Hoppy Hour
A social hour for rabbits and their owners 
held at 1 p.m. every other Sunday in Golden 
Valley. $3 per rabbit. For exact dates, visit 
www.animalhumanesociety.org/events or 
contact rabbitagility@mn.companionrabbit.
org for more information. All rabbits must be 
spayed or neutered.

Rabbit Agility
An opportunity to work with your rabbit to 
learn a skill most of them excel at. This class 
provides rabbits with a fun way to get exercise 
and mental stimulation and will help you 
and your rabbit be comfortable and confident 
in different settings. For more information, 
please visit the website of our partner, Min-
nesota Companion Rabbit Society at www.
mn.companionrabbit.org or email rabbitagil-
ity@mn.companionrabbit.org. Classes are $25 
for five weeks and held in Golden Valley. All 
rabbits must be spayed or neutered.
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Save
the date!Whisker Whirl

Saturday, February 23, 2013
The Depot Minneapolis 
5:00 p.m. Exclusive VIP reception; 6:00 p.m. General Reception and Silent Auction opens

Dress to the canines and party with your dog at Whisker Whirl! This party for you 
and your pup will be an unforgettable evening of doggy fun at The Depot Minneapolis, 
complete with cocktails, dinner, and silent and live auctions all to benefit the animals of 
Animal Humane Society. For ticket information, visit www.animalhumanesociety.org/
whiskerwhirl, email whiskerwhirl@animalhumanesociety.org, or call (763) 432-4842.

Walk for Animals  
Saturday, May 4, 2013 

Golden Valley AHS, 8:30 a.m. – 2:00 p.m. 
You love animals. You know what a difference they have made in your life. You also care 
about animals less fortunate than your own. The Walk for Animals is your opportunity 
to help the thousands of companion animals that will come through Animal Humane 
Society’s doors this year. For more information visit www.animalhumanesociety.org/
walk, email walk@animalhumanesociety.org, or call (763) 432-4841.

© jav ier  brosch -  Foto l ia .com
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The new Pawfiler program 
launched this fall helps to identify 
specific personality traits in adopt-
able rabbits at AHS, allowing poten-
tial adopters to see if a particular rab-
bit would be a good match for their 
unique living situation.

When a rabbit becomes available 

at AHS, specially trained volunteers 
spend 30-45 minutes with the animal 
and complete an extensive survey 
about the personality characteristics 
they observe. From that information, 
a profile is created that indicates the 
rabbit’s personality type. Adoption 
staff and volunteers are then able to 

share and discuss that information 
with visitors who are interested in 
adopting a rabbit.

The profile includes such in-
formation as how well the rabbit 
would interact with children and/or 
other animals, its exercise level, and 
whether it might be a good agility or 
therapy animal candidate.

Using Pawfiler, AHS can help make 
sure you’re not getting a Rebellious 
Spirit if you’re looking for a Quiet 
Character!

Picking your  
next Thumper

If you’re looking for a rabbit who loves to play, an Eager Explorer may be 
right for you. If you prefer just relaxing on the couch, perhaps a Calm Cud-

dler is more your speed. It’s now easier than ever to find your perfect rabbit 
match at Animal Humane Society.

It’s just about time for the snow to 
fly (if it hasn’t already), but not 

too soon to be looking forward to next 
summer’s Unleashed camps at Animal 
Humane Society.

Unleashed campers entering 
grades 3-10 spend a full week im-
mersed in animal learning and fun at 
all five AHS locations. Mark your cal-
endar as registration for 2013 camps 
begins February 15, 2013. Dates and 
locations of the camps will be posted 
at www.animalhumanesociety.org/
unleashed. Because space is limited 
and many sessions fill up fast, early 
registration is recommended.

In addition, registration begins on 

January 4, 2013 for Unleashed Spring 
Break Camp for Kids, which take 
place during school spring breaks 
at our Golden Valley, Woodbury and 
Coon Rapids locations for students in 

grades 3-6. More information on the 
day camps can be found online at ani-
malhumanesociety.org/unleashed.This past spring when it became ap-

parent to the ASPCA that they were 
facing the largest cat seizure in its 
history, the organization knew Animal 
Humane Society was one place it could 

call for help. AHS responded to the 
request by sending a four-person team 
to Jacksonville, Fla. to aid in removing 
and caring for nearly 700 felines from 
an overwhelmed cat sanctuary.

Copyr ight  © 2012.  The Amer ican Society  for  the Prevent ion of  Cruel t y  to  Animals  (ASPCA).  A l l  R ights Reser ved.

AHS helps felines in Florida

“One organization can’t handle 
these large-scale cases on its own, and 
AHS has the staff and expertise to 
be a valuable resource,” says Kathie 
Johnson, AHS director of animal 
services. “ASPCA knows they can rely 
on us to send professional, hardwork-
ing teams. We are very proud every 
time they contact us – we know our 
reputation has a lot to do with the 
continued requests.”

 Shortly before the Florida request, 
ASPCA had sought AHS’ assistance 
with the seizure of more than 100 
small-breed dogs from a puppy mill 
near Lexington, Ky. In that case, AHS 
dispatched a team of five to assist in 
the care of the dogs at a temporary 
shelter, and then sent back another 
team of four one month later to aid 
with the continued care.

Getting kids excited about 
learning is not always 

easy. When that learning 
involves animals, the class-
room can suddenly be a lot 
more fun. That’s why Animal 
Humane Society provides 
classroom education programs 
for kids in grades K-12, cover-
ing everything from respon-
sible pet care and ownership, 
to opportunities in animal 
related careers, to the perils 
of dog fighting and more — 
all presented with an emphasis on 
compassion and respect for animals.

Each interactive program is tai-
lored to the audience’s age group and 
specific interests, and is available for 
groups of any kind including schools, 
clubs, home school groups and com-

munity organizations. Most programs 
can be taught to groups of up to 50 
students and run approximately 45-60 
minutes.

 “The kids love it because they 
enjoy learning about animals, and 
the teachers love it because their 

students are learning how to 
be compassionate not only to 
animals, but to each other as 
well,” says Holly Wetzel, hu-
mane education lead at AHS. 
“It’s always fun to see kids so 
engaged in learning.”

The cost for each program 
is $50, with discounts avail-
able. The fee can be paid by 
the school, but parents are 
also encouraged to sponsor 
a program for their child’s 

class. To register for any program or 
for more information, contact the 
AHS Education department at (763) 
489-2220 or education@animalhu-
manesociety.org. Information is also 
available online at animalhumaneso-
ciety.org/classroom.

The A, B, C’s of animals

Thinking about 
summer?
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Lights... Camera... Kids!

Going home

Animal Humane Society was once 
again an enthusiastic participant 

in the annual Great Minnesota Pet 

Together, held October 6 at the Minne-
sota State Fairgrounds. More than 25 
animal welfare and rescue organiza-

Friday,
January 18
featuring 
Disney’s

“Bolt”

You can find them all at the Pawsome Pet Picture Show, a youth movie 
night hosted at Animal Humane Society’s Golden Valley location. 

The two-hour program, which includes the showing of an animal-
themed movie, runs from 6 to 8 p.m. in the Education Room. The cost 
is $5 per person and includes popcorn and juice. In addition, a special 
intermission will feature time with an adoptable animal. Families 
are welcome. Supervision will be provided for children attending 
without their family, but all attendees must be at least 7 years of 
age.

The first Pawsome Pet Picture Show in 2013 is Friday, Jan. 
18 featuring the Disney film “Bolt.” Other dates in 2013 are 
Friday, April 12; Tuesday, June 11; Tuesday, July 16; and 
Tuesday, Aug 20. Featured movies for those dates will 
be announced on www.animalhumanesociety.org.

For more information, please call (763) 489-
2220 or register online by going to animal-
humanesociety.org/pawsomepet.

tions from across Minnesota took part 
in the adoption event, sponsored by 
PetSmart Charities and the Minne-
sota Partnership for Animal Welfare 
(MnPAW), a coalition of animal wel-
fare organizations working together 
to aid animals.

Puppies, dogs, kittens and cats 
were onsite and available for adop-
tion during the one-day event. 
Thirty-three animals were adopted 
from AHS, going right from the fair-
grounds to their new homes.
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Acting in the moment
Thursday, 11:00 a.m. • Animal Humane Society, Golden Valley

John Cutler’s volunteer shift begins 
at the Golden Valley shelter in the 

small Adoption Preparation room 
across the hall from the kennels 
where animals are kept when they 
first arrive. Dressed in a T-shirt, jeans 
and a Twins baseball cap, he greets me 
with a smile.

The room is empty and quiet. 
Aside from the counters, the only 

piece of furniture is a small desk 
holding stacks of green, yellow and 
pink paper detailing each animal in 
the program. Above the desk, a large 
bulletin board is filled with remind-
ers for volunteers, “Here’s Benji’s 
ball. He loves it.” “J ward door doesn’t 
close properly. Loose dog could open 
it,” another says.

On the wall next to the bulletin 

board is the adoption board, a col-
lection of photographs of “Ad Prep” 
animals that have recently found 
homes, each with a small handwrit-
ten notation of adoption date.

Established in 1992, AHS’s Adop-
tion Preparation program helps shy 
and fearful dogs in need of social 
skills and emotional healing become 
more adoptable by using techniques 
that include de-sensitization and 

counter-conditioning. “We’re not do-
ing obedience training, we’re train-
ing a deeper part of the brain,” John 
says. “We’re giving these animals a 
second chance and that feels abso-
lutely sensational.” In the past year, 
the Adoption Preparation team of 27 
volunteers has helped 400 animals 
find homes. To date, the program has 
saved about 7,000 animals.

John pulls on an apron and picks a 
leash from a clutter of hooks. “This is 
where part of the magic happens,” he 
says, gesturing to the floor. “A lot of 
our work starts right here.”

A professional actor by trade, John 
inhabits his body in a distinct and 
mindful way. He’s unassuming, but 
intense, thinking before he speaks 
and allowing ample silences to enter 
our conversation.

Like many AHS volunteers, John 
has a passion for dogs dating back to 
his childhood. He says that even as 
a young child he used to read books 
about dog training and behavior. He 
didn’t consider volunteering at Ani-
mal Humane Society until his person-
al life reached a crisis point and he 
began a sobriety program three years 
ago. “I hadn’t really hit bottom yet,” 
he says, “but I could see I was going 
there. After I sobered up, I started 
to think about ways to give back. I 
hadn’t done a lot of volunteering, but 
the Humane Society just seemed like 
an obvious place to start.”

He began on the adoption floor 
where he volunteered for about a year. 
“I wasn’t very good at it. I saw what 
the Ad Prep folks were doing and I 
knew that was a better place for me.”

On the day I visit, John first takes 
a terrier mix named Hendricks out 

for some fresh air. A recent 
graduate of the Ad Prep 
program, Hendricks is now on 
the adoption floor waiting for 
a home. As we leave the adoption 
floor, Hendricks begins to pull on his 
lead. John stops, then stands motion-
less in the hallway. “Okay, okay,” he 
says, gently patting the dog’s head.

“Hallways are really important for 
Ad Prep dogs,” John says. “Sometimes, 
I’ll spend a whole session working 
in a hallway, just letting the dog get 
used to all the activity. We’re really 
just trying to give the dog a positive 
experience with something that’s po-
tentially frightening—and every dog 
is different.”

Once outside, John kneels to the 
ground, “It’s helpful to get down at 
their level,” he says. “You have to 
see things from their perspective.” 
Hendricks moves in close to John 
and licks his face. “This guy is doing 
great,” he says, “he has no problem 
trusting me and he’s never seen me 
before. It takes the effort of a lot of 
people to get a dog to this point.”

Ad Prep volunteers work alone with 
several dogs in a given shift, and fre-
quently with animals they have never 
seen before. As the history of each 
animal is often unknown, volunteers 
work together to create a narrative of 
possibilities, by logging observations of 
the dog’s behavior and making choices 
about how best to meet each dog to ad-

dress specific needs.
Next, John works with a 10-month-

old Labrador mix named Tess. Tess has 
already been though the Ad Prep pro-
gram, but was re-admitted for more 
training after showing signs of fear 
during a physical examination. John 
starts at the gate of the run, his head 
down and eyes averted. “Hey there,” 
he says softly, bending down slowly 
into a squat. “I try to bring quiet into 
the situation. I tend to not talk to an 
animal at first. And it’s interesting. If 
I bring anger into this place, it shows 

getting them “We’re giving these 
animals a second 

chance, and that feels 
absolutely sensational.”

—Ad Prep volunteer  
John Cutler

John Cutler with Hendricks, a terrier mix 
who is part of AHS’s Adoption Preparation 
program.

Volunteers helping animals in transition
ready

By Juliet Patterson
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up immediately—so it keeps me hon-
est.”

John removes a hot dog from the 
pocket of his apron and Tess moves 
close enough for him to slip on a 
Gentle Leader and a leash. In a few 
minutes, he leads the dog out of the 
run and out into the hallway. Tess 
stays close to John, but veers wildly 
from one side to the other, trying to 
nuzzle between his legs. “She’s got 
problems with the leash,” he says, 
“but I can tell she’s a very sweet dog.”

Outside, he leads Tess to a small 
field adjacent to a back parking 
lot. As we make our way across the 
asphalt, Tess begins to pull harder on 
the leash, still veering in and out of 
John’s legs. “I don’t think she’s been 
on much pavement,” he says. “She’s 
definitely uncomfortable here, but 
do you see how she’s trying to stick 
with me?” As we move to the field, 
Tess seems to relax. “Well, she’ll need 
more work with the leash but right 
now I just want her to know that she 
can have a good experience.”

After a few minutes of walking 
her in the grass, John sits down. A 
few seconds later, Tess lies down next 
to him. She slowly raises her head 
and begins to sniff the air. “Look at 
that,” John says, “she’s picking up a 
scent—she’s a dog again.”

John describes his volunteer work 
as “egoless engagement,” emphasizing 
the collaboration and collective effort 
among Ad Prep volunteers. “There’s 
a lot of work involved in establishing 
trust with these animals,” he says, 
“and these are selfless people doing 
selfless work.”

“I’ve learned so much about myself 
as a person here and it’s helped me 
a lot with my work as an actor. It’s 
humbled me. It’s taught me to really 
listen, to really pay attention—to re-
ally be in the moment—because that’s 
what you need to do with the dogs.”

Back inside the shelter, John gives 
Tess one last hot dog as we make our 

The Fosters: It’s more 
than their name
Friday, 2:30 p.m. • Foster residence, Minneapolis

Laurie Foster is home from work early today and the first thing she does is 
check on her kittens. Today, she’s on the first round of evening care with 

two motherless 4-week-old Siamese-mix kittens, checking their weight to be 
sure they are still maintaining good health. “It’s an ounce by ounce thing at 
this age,” she says, “we’ve really got to stay on top of it since they’re so fragile 
at this point.”

 “These two were just back to Golden Valley for some fluids,” she says, as we 
enter the spare room adjacent to Foster’s kitchen. “They’re doing great now, 

but they were a little dehydrated so I 
didn’t want to take any chances.”

The two kittens, just waking up 
from a nap, amble across a fleece 
blanket draped over a small futon 
couch in a room flooded with after-
noon sunlight. Cat toys are strewn 
across the floor and the couch and a 
nearby loveseat is draped in fleece 
blankets of varying shapes and sizes.

Laurie sits down and gingerly 
picks them up—one in each hand. 
“It’s terribly inconvenient sometimes 
to be taking care of these little guys,” 
she says, “but it’s also pretty hard to 
have a bad day when you come home 
to this. It’s very hard to stay cranky 
with a one-pound kitten staring up at 
you.”

As we talk, Laurie nudges the kit-
tens on to her lap and gently strokes 
their heads with her fingers and for 
a moment, seems to drift off into a 
quiet state of contentment.

A full-time research specialist at 
Children’s Hospital, Laurie is one of 
Animal Humane Society’s 300 specially 
trained volunteers who serve as foster 
parents to vulnerable animals at AHS’s 
five shelters. According to Laurie, 
foster care at their house is really a 
family affair. “It’s a lot of work and I 
couldn’t do it without my kids,” she 
says, “but I love that it’s something we 
can all do together and that my kids 
have a meaningful way to take part in 
something bigger than us.”

Last year, AHS’s 300 foster volun-
teers provided temporary care for 
nearly 2,000 animals in their homes 
providing one-on-one care until the 

animals are ready for adoption. Vol-
unteers care for orphan kittens like 
the Fosters have in their home, in 
addition to animals that need to gain 
weight, receive treatment for minor 
medical issues or recover from correc-
tive surgeries.

With full and active lives, the Fos-
ters keep a tight schedule when they 
have kittens in the house. “All three 
of us take shifts,” Laurie says, “and 
we make sure that someone is always 
home in the evening.”

On the day I visited, Laurie’s 
youngest daughter Olivia, 13, was 
scheduled to feed the kittens after 
returning home from diving practice 
and Madeline, 17, was planning to 
spend the rest of the evening in the 
spare room with the kittens doing 
homework. “We’re all very involved,” 
Laurie says. “My girls love to be in 
here. They fight over who can sleep 
on this couch and wake up with kit-
tens tangled in her hair.”

Olivia originally posed the idea of 
foster care to her family after a friend 
began fostering kittens through a 
rescue organization. After some re-
search, Laurie began volunteering at 
AHS, finishing her volunteer orienta-
tion four years ago. The Fosters, who 
have pictures of all the kittens they’ve 

nurtured over the years, have logged 
1,816 hours of volunteer time since 
they became a foster family, “which 
translates to 726 days of kittens.”

AHS’s foster program has been 
in place for more than 30 years. The 
amount of care needed and the time 
the animal needs in a foster home 
varies greatly depending on the 
circumstances. Foster animals gener-
ally need in- home care two to eight 
weeks.

Aside from giving back to the com-
munity, Laurie says the experience 
of fostering has given her kids a true 
lesson in love. “You know if you love 
something, you have to let it go,” she 
says. “The process of taking these kit-
tens in and then letting them go has 
made us all a little more mature.”

way to the kennel. Her tail wags slight-
ly and as John opens the gate to let her 
inside, she seems to leap forward with 
enthusiasm, tail in full swing. “Not 
bad for the second day,” he says.

As Ad Prep dogs generally move 
to the adoption floor in 4-7 days, Tess 
will likely have only a few more days 
of training.

Last fall, John was the 20th actor 
to take on the part of Scrooge in the 
Guthrie Theater’s production of The 
Christmas Carol. As a character so deep-
ly in need of redemption, the role of 

Scrooge cut close to home and was 
uniquely demanding, particularly on 
the heels of John’s newly established 
sobriety. He says his work in Ad Prep 
consistently reminded him of the 
power of surrender, a tenet that has 
been especially important in his own 
recovery.

“These dogs are fighting to sur-
vive,” he says. “And at a certain point 
there’s a surrender—finally, you’ll 
feel them relax—you can feel them 
give over, to trust.”

Olivia, Madeline, and Laurie Foster

“It’s very hard to  
stay cranky with a  
one-pound kitten 

staring up at you.”
—Foster volunteer  

Laurie Foster

To learn more about volunteering, please 
visit www.animalhumanesociety.org/
volunteer.

Juliet Patterson is a writer who lives in 
Minneapolis. She lost her beloved cat Chloe 
of 20 years last May, but is looking forward to 
adopting a new friend sometime in the future.
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If you saw Esmeralda now, you 
would never guess she was once 

alone and in tremendous pain. This 
June, a Good Samaritan entered an 
abandoned home near the Leech Lake 
Reservation in northern Minnesota not 
knowing what he would find. A neighbor 
had called suspecting a stray dog lived on 
the property. What they found was heart-
breaking—a sweet Chow Chow mix who 
was scared and lonely. Despite being afraid, 
she was overjoyed to see a friendly face.

After a long drive, Esmeralda arrived 
at Animal Humane Society. The first 
thing our staff noticed was that she 
walked with a limp, protecting her back 
leg. Our veterinarians soon discovered 
she was suffering severe trauma, likely 
from being hit by a car. Without treat-
ment for this injury, her back hip had 
not healed correctly. We couldn’t bear to 
see the pain in her eyes so we rushed her 
into surgery.

Believe you can make a difference.

Esmeralda’s special circumstances required her to be 
with Animal Humane Society for 88 days. If she had 

come to us healthy and strong, we estimate it would 
have cost $348 to care for her but Esmeralda needed us 
to do more for her, nearly tripling our costs.

Cost to care for Esmeralda:

$94 for staff time to get Esmeralda to a 
veterinary partner’s office for X-rays

$86 for spay surgery, vaccination and 
microchip

$62 for medical treatments, including 5 
different medications

$233 for special surgery that has allowed 
Esmeralda to live without a limp or pain

$450 for many extra days in our care to regain 
her health

$925 Total cost to bring Esmeralda back to 
health so she could find her forever home

A road to recovery
Esmeralda needed special attention following her 
surgery so we placed her with a wonderful foster fam-
ily to give her time to heal. This cheerful pup was so 
excited to be able to use all of her legs after surgery; 
we needed an exceptional family to make sure she re-
ceived the therapy she needed and could heal properly.

After more than two months in foster care, Esmeralda 
was healthy and ready to be adopted. Shortly after 
coming back to Animal Humane Society she was adopt-
ed and joined a family and two other canine friends to 
play with! Esmeralda will never be lonely again.

Your support transforms lives
Esmeralda’s story didn’t have a happy beginning, but 
because of generous support from our community 
we were able to transform her life. Through your 
kindness, we will continue to respond with compas-
sion and exceptional care for every animal in need. 
Together, we can make a tremendous difference in the 
lives of animals in our community.

Believe you can make a difference for animals like Esmeralda
As we approach the end of the year, your support is more important than ever! During this season of giving, please make 
a year-end gift to continue supporting life-saving services for animals in our community.

Email: 	 giving@animalhumanesociety.org

Phone: 	(763) 489-2210

Online: 	 To see a video of Esmerelda’s story or make a gift online visit  
	 www.animalhumanesociety.org/believeAT or use your smartphone to scan the QR code.

All animals deserve kindness 
and compassion. The support of our 
community makes it possible to extend 
that to all animals that come through 
our doors, even those who require extra 
care and patience.

This season of giving we’re celebrating 
a special dog whose story touched 
the hearts of countless Animal Hu-
mane Society staff and volunteers.

www.animalhumanesociety.org
www.animalhumanesociety.org
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At Animal Humane Society we care for thousands of 
animals each year. Fortunately, the majority move 
quickly through our shelters to adoption. Every once 
in a while, there are animals that stay with us just 
a bit longer. They might be harder to place or have 
medical issues that need additional care until they 

Scooby:
A shadow of his former self

They say the third time’s a charm. For Scooby, a 7-year-old Beagle mix, that 
seems to ring true.

Scooby first came into Animal Humane Society in 2007 as a stray. He was 
adopted nine days later. Three years later, his owners surrendered him to AHS 
when they felt he needed more attention. He found a new home quickly but a 
year later was surrendered once again—this time for behavior issues. However, 
this time he came into the shelter packing an additional 20 pounds. On the 
scales Scooby weighed in at 48 pounds.

Notes from the AHS veterinary staff in his file state: “Very friendly. Very 
obese. Constantly panting. Need to start on a diet. Please inform adopter 
Scooby LOVES to play with stuffed toys.”

where 
By Laurie Brickley

are they now?

loved

Animals
we

Scooby and Bryanna Reinsberg

are ready for adoption. 
Here’s the story of three 
animals who quickly 
became staff favorites 
during their extended 
stay with us.
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Olive: 
Warm days and nights

Olive may have had a rough start on her journey to a new home, but 
these days she has a warm place to sleep, a kitty sister to play with 

and two people who adore her.
A 3-year-old tuxedo cat, Olive came into AHS after a kind passerby 

found her nearly frozen to a sidewalk outside his apartment early one 
morning last January. When he brought her to AHS, she had snowballs 
stuck to her fur, frostbite on her feet, nose and muzzle, and upper 
respiratory congestion.

Veterinary staff immediately 
began to warm her frigid body 
with warm water bottles and tow-
els. Slowly, her temperature began 
to rise. Veterinarians Dr. Shelli 
Stulken and Dr. Josh Dwuznik 
tag-teamed on her care. Dr. Shelli 
recalls that Olive had to be in pain 

but she purred from the moment she 
came in through her first treatment. 
“She was such a sweet cat.”

For ten days Olive received medi-
cal care and all through this time 
she remained friendly and purring. 
Eleven days after her ordeal, Olive 
was on the adoption floor. 

She didn’t stay there long. Just 22 
hours later, Robert Christensen and 
Lynne Bolton were visiting AHS and 
Olive caught their attention. 

“I remember she was right at the 
front of her kennel,” recalls Robert, 
“and she was purring.” Robert and 
Lynn did not know Olive’s full story 
until they were going through the 
adoption process and Mark Peloquin 
of the customer service staff told 
them. “We couldn’t believe what she 
had been through.”

These days, Olive lives the good 
life at her home with Robert and 
Lynn and another cat Winnie, who 
has since joined the family. Dur-
ing the day Olive is inquisitive and 
independent reports Robert, “but, at 
night she’s on the bed cuddling right 
up to us. I wonder if she knows just 
how lucky she is.”

“We couldn’t  
believe what she  

had been through.”
—Robert Christensen

When Scooby was placed in the 
Adoption Center, he received an un-
usual amount of attention from visi-
tors who commented on his weight 
and cute personality. Olivia, a young 
AHS Unleashed summer camper was 
so fond of Scooby that she wrote a 
note in his adoption file to potential 
adopters: “I want a good family that will excirsice (sic) me and please 

don’t make fun of my condition of 
over-weighded (sic) problem.” Despite 
the love, Scooby continued to wait for 
a home for six weeks—an unusually 
long time at AHS. 

That was until Bryanna Reinsberg 
visited AHS. At first, she was drawn 
to Scooby’s great personality. But 
after she met him she felt something 
even more. “I had this feeling I could 
really help him,” she says. She felt he 
needed someone who would invest in 
him, go on walks with him and help 
him get healthy. She decided on the 
spot that Scooby should go home with 
her.

“When I came into the shelter I 
was looking for a girl puppy,” says 
Bryanna. “Then I came home with a 
6-year-old overweight male.”

A medical transcriptionist who 
works from her home, Bryanna start-
ed Scooby on a 650 calorie a day diet 

and 90-minute daily walks. At the 
same time they began training classes 
at AHS where Scooby has graduated 
through Level 4 classes. Now, they are 
studying to become a therapy team. 
Bryanna describes Scooby as “a will-
ing subject.”

Now, a year later and 20 pounds 
lighter, Scooby can jump up on the 
bed to sleep. “The best part is he no 
longer snores,” Bryanna laughs.

“Everyone at AHS loved him so 
and did so much for him that I still 
feel like he is still owned a bit by 
AHS.” In fact, Bryanna says there are 
announcements made at the Golden 
Valley facility when she and Scooby 
come to visit. “Scooby’s here if any-
one wants to see him.”

Usually, a crowd forms to say hi to 
the svelte Scooby.

Scooby, 48 pounds, at AHS

Robert Christensen with Olive

“When I came into the 
shelter I was looking for 
a girl puppy,then I came 
home with a 6-year-old 

overweight male.”

—Bryanna Reinsberg
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Mack: 
Never give up on a good guy

Mack’s story is a little bit like kismet. Everything seemed to align for this 
guy once he came to Minnesota and met the two women who would 

change his life.
Last winter, the sweet 3-year-old Bassett Hound came into the Woodbury 

shelter on a transport from Mississippi. He tested positive for heartworm 
soon after his arrival. While waiting for chest radiographs to be completed, he 

became depressed and stopped eating. 
AHS Customer Service Representa-
tive Brittany Foley was worried about 
him and decided to bring him home 
and care for him until the tests came 
back.

The X-rays showed that there was 
damage to his lungs and that the 
heartworm disease was extensive. It 
was clear that Mack had been suf-
fering from heartworm for quite a 
while. His respiration rate, persistent 
coughing, and very thin 32 pound 
frame clearly showed the signs of his 
struggle with the disease. AHS veteri-
narians were very concerned about 
how Mack would make it through the 
heartworm treatment, or if he would 
even survive the neuter surgery be-
cause of his lung damage. 

That’s when Brittany decided to 
foster him at her home. Little did she 
know at the time Mack’s stay at her 
home would be for five months. But 
Mack fit in right away with life at 
Brittany’s home where she lives with 
her fiancé, Bob Harmon, and their two 
Alaskan Huskies, Myles and Luna.  

Mack sailed through his ster-
ilization surgery and then began 
the extensive treatments for heart-
worm which consisted of antibiotics 
and steroids. “I remember his first 
injection,” says Brittany, “these are 
injections given deep into the lumbar 
muscles and they are tough on an ani-
mal. By the next morning it was like 
the injection never even happened! 
He got up bright and early as usual 
and eagerly waited to go outside.”

Additional injections continued 
for the next two months, all while 
Mack settled into life at Brittany’s. 
He played with her Huskies, even 
learned to sing with them, and Brit-
tany and Bob were constantly amused 
by Mack’s long ears falling into his 
water bowl and his excessive drool.

During his time Mack continued 
to thrive—his cough went away, 
his coat became soft and shiny and 

“Other girls dreamed of 
their wedding dresses— 
I dreamed of a Bassett.”

—Melissa Stanley-Fulkerson

he gained seven pounds. After five 
months he was healthy and ready to 
come back to AHS to be adopted.

“As much as I wanted to keep 
Mack, our house was already full 
with our two crazy Huskies,” says 
Brittany. “But I was worried if Mack 
would find a home that cared for him 
as much as we did.” Mack returned to 
the Adoption Center in Woodbury and 
awaited a home.

In the meantime at Melissa 
Stanley-Fulkerson’s house in Chaska, 
she and her two children Annika 
and Max were coping with the loss 
of their 17-year-old Daschund/Beagle, 
Bogey, whom they adopted from AHS 

when he was a puppy. It was hard on 
everyone, including their 2-year-old 
Lhasa Apso, Bou.

“Bou sat on a chair for a few days, 
depressed, lying in the same spot for 
days, and refusing to eat after Bogey 
passed away,” says Melissa. “For two 
weeks he lost all his energy and my 
vet suggested maybe he should not be 
the only pet in our house.”

At the same time, a co-worker of 
Melissa’s, also an AHS volunteer, sent 
Melissa an email with a photo of “the 
most beautiful dog I had ever seen.” 
Although she wasn’t quite ready to 
adopt so quickly after Bogey’s death, 
once she met Mack she instantly fell 

in love. “All of my life since I was a 
little girl it has been a dream of mine 
to have a Bassett Hound,” Melissa 
says. “Other girls dreamed of their 
wedding dresses—I dreamed of a 
Bassett.”

Mack was on the adoption floor 
for less than 12 hours before he was 
home with Melissa and her children. 
“Right away it was like we had never 
been apart,” says Melissa. “He seemed 
like he knew everyone here for a long 
time—including Bou.”

Mack is a huge part of the family’s 
life and Bou has a brother with whom 
he can wrestle and play. Melissa says 
Mack has brought such joy back into 
her home, and she believes Bogey 
brought Mack to their family just at 
the time they needed him. But, she 
says “There is no way Mack would 
have survived without the care AHS 
gave him and the fact that no one 
ever gave up on him. Brittany’s love 
and devotion to Mack was so evident. 
The time he spent with Brittany 
shows that love truly heals.” 

Brittany and Melissa stay in touch 
and are looking forward to getting 
Mack and Bou together with Myles and 
Luna for a play date. Brittany is happy 
to know that “Mack is with people who 
love him as much as I did.” 

Laurie Brickley is on staff at Animal Humane 
Society. Her trio includes 12-year-old Golden 
Retriever Lucky, 2-year-old Golden Zuzu, and 
her 2-year-old mystery mix, Champ.

Melissa Stanley-Fulkerson  
with Bou and Mack

Mack has a friend in Bou, a 2-year-old Lhasa Apso 
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In Memory of a pet 
Remembered by... 

Alex 
Arlaine Farber

Alice 
Tracey and James Crue

Annie 
Deborah Grocholski

Arrow & Sam 
Melissa Cordell

Babe 
Joy Braun

Bailey 
Robert and Wendy 
Pilot

Beau 
Lori Van Wechel and 
Dan Pederson

Beau Jackson 
Wellington 
Chelsey Albrecht

Blitzen 
Pamela and Scott 
Grossman

Bob & Barney 
Lawrence and Beverly 
Stirtz

Booker T 
Susan Nathan

Buddy 
Ethel and Ralph Kiefer

Buie 
Stephen Duff

Buster 
Sally and Gary Larson

Cali 
Caroline and James 
Guthrie

Cara 
Lindy Edwards

Cece 
Y. Kim Dutton

Chenka 
Janeen and Joseph 
Steffel

Chumper & Bugsy 
Susan Schurmann

Cimba 
Kent Kokko and 
Margaret Moris

Coco 
Zachary and Brittany 
Thomas

Cocoa & Ginger 
Arlis and Myron 
Werley

Cody 
Jean Leitch

Cookie 
Rick Thompson

Cuddles 
Gary Glunz

Daisy 
Marcy Gorlinsky

Dancer 
Elna Diment

Dawson 
Robert and Amy Vose

Dela Maria & 
Pimienta 
Christine Zwicky and 
Lee George

Dieter & Jurgen 
Barbara Johnson

Dio 
John Sammler

Diva Valentine 
Cheryl and Tod 
Swenson

Donar 
Jean and Kent Hrbek

Eddie 
Michael and Jennifer 
Tucci

Emma & Robbie 
Margaret and John 
Tackman

Fluffy 
April Starr

Frances 
Sara Springmeyer

Frenzy 
LuAnn and Chip 
Berglund

George 
Warren Erickson

Georgia 
Linda and Ronald 
Komis

Grabbie 
Judy Moriguchi

Griffin 
Sonja M. Daniels

Haley 
Daniel and Mary 
Yarusso

Happy 
John and Yun Mei 
Chang

Harley 
Gary Glunz

Harley 
Patricia Jenson

Harry 
Sue Trosvig

Herbie 
Nora Davis

Hobo, Kelly, Rascal, 
Penny, Pokey, 
Mookie & Mango 
Dorothy Swenson

Ike & Ed 
Tammy and Michael 
Hilliard

Ivy Bjornnes 
Kenneth Spence

Jack 
Pat Smith

Jack 
Paula and Scott 
Nelson

Jackson 
Nancy Antonson

Johnny 
Linda Molitor

Jose 
Patricia and Burton 
Witthulun

Julio 
Jennifer Voss

Kallie 
Jolynn and John 
Wedekind

Katie 
Lynn Walker

Kinne Family Dog 
Colleen Lattery

Kirby 
Ruth Steen

Kirby & Chelsea 
Julie and Ruta

Kitty 
Mary Jo Gibbons

Kobi 
Elizabeth Dussol

Koyuk 
Michael and Julie 
Freischel

Kyra 
Nancy Statt

Libby 
Jill and Brent 
Goodermont

Lil Lady 
Kristine and Richard 
Patten

Little Riq 
Jill and Brent 
Goodermont

Littlefoot & Benny 
Billie J. Lebold

Lucy 
Darcy Winter

Lucy 
Jean and Shawn Page

Lulu 
Nancy Rose

MacDuff 
Mary and Keith 
Zilinski

Maggie 
Bernett Lappi

Major Bob 
Marsha Gille and 
Roger Raina

Marley 
Amy and Noah 
Lauricella

Marley 
Michelle Casali

Marty 
Tiffany and Timothy 
Weber

Matisse 
Deborah O’Brien

Max “The Wonder 
Dog” 
Ann Kirkeeide

Meeko 
Kent Kokko and 
Margaret Moris

Mia 
Sarah M. Gutknecht

Midas 
Tammy and Michael 
Hilliard

Millie 
Evelyn Sanford

Mimi 
Peter Latner

Mindy 
Deanna Gertz

Miss Maddie 
Lynn and Louis 
Hermanek

Missy 
Margaret Zwach

Mootzie 
Richard and Marie 
Nelson

Mrs. Murphy 
Rebecca Fuller

Murphy & Otto 
Randy Gottfried

Murray 
Melissa and Sheldon 
Silberman

Nikki, Scooter, 
Shadow, Dusty & 
Booster 
Eric Zilley

Nikki, Tigger, 
Summer, Katie & 
Sophie 
Shirley and Paul 
Jarcho

Nneka 
Anthony O’Donahue 
and Shelly Svoboda

Noodles 
Allison Perry

We are grateful for your generous support of the animals through 
memorial and tribute gifts and are pleased to acknowledge these gifts 
in this magazine. We are committed to providing quality content 

with information about our programs and services and want to ensure that 
your donations are directly supporting the animals in our care. We sincerely 
appreciate every gift made in honor or memory of a loved one or pet; however, 
due to the volume only pet memorials of $100 or more will be listed in this 
publication. 

memorials and honorariums
January 1, 2012 through June 30, 2012

Midas

Oliver 
Stacy McMahon

Oscar 
Nancy Koch

Ozzie 
Sandra and Tom 
Erickson

Parody 
Sue and Robert 
Midness

Pepper 
Nicolai Lewis

Pooky 
Lisa Pederson

Princess 
Helen Miller

Putzi 
Jutta Richter

Raleigh & Jake 
Kathy Vollmer

Rex 
John Shackleton

Rocky 
Kathleen and Thomas 
Martin

Rubi 
Sue Seldem; Elly 
Haidos; Ellie Meade; 
Emily Fuerste; Terry 
Anderson; Cindy Rose; 
Meg Halvorsen; Carole 
Wiederhorn

Sadie 
Julie Hoff

Sally 
David and Elizabeth 
Stofferahn

Samantha 
Diane Choukalas

Sammie 
Gail Jones

Sarah-Jane 
Joel Edgerton

Savannah 
Cathy Bergland

Schnoopy 
Gloria and Glenn 
Gaster

Shadow 
Sandra McGiffin

Shelby 
Sharon and Wayne 
Hellbusch

Sokota Oakleaf 
Ellen Geiser

Sunday 
Nancy Christiansen

Tiger Nicosia 
Christine Knight

Tito 
Denise Petrie

Tubby 
Randall Looney and 
Tracy Tupper-Looney

Twilight 
Jo Walstedt

Twinkie 
Nancy Utter

Vello 
Sohm Inc

Wayne 
Vanessa Chial

Ziggy 
Mae G. Griffin

Zoe 
Vicki and Charlie 
Gifford

Hopkins Pet Hospital 
Would like to Honor 
the Memory of… 
Loved and Missed 
by…

Anthony 
Ron Schwendinger

April May 
Billie Carter

Argus 
Maria Bailey

Ashley 
James and Susan 
Cossard

Baby 
Blake King

Bailey 
Scott and Judy 
McLeod

Bear 
Carl and Heather 
Hansen

Bear 
Eric Vosti

Bill 
Louise Hill

Boots 
Charlott Rudnicki

Bopha 
Charlie and Lisa Firth

Brady 
Cory Houseman

Brandy 
Steve Tornio

Brody 
Carol and Chris Hauer

Brody 
Kevin and LuAnne 
McNichols

Buck 
Barbara Froiland

Buddy 
Ron and Ann May

Calhoun 
Susan Seiler

Callie 
Jo Tenneson

Calvin 
Jim and Dolly Bunke

Carli 
Elizabeth Powers

Chancy 
Linda Sheimo

Charley 
Janet Markee

Chelsea 
Tony Olson

Chilly 
Maria Saavedra

Chocky 
Jan Parkins

Chris 
Jackie Olafson

Cinnamon 
Melinda Pfohl

Cody 
Harold and Barb Toy

Conor 
Tim Ogara

Copper 
Maureen Merrill

Dante 
Nettie Pegors

Dixie 
Eric and Lindsey 
Youndahl

Dolly 
Thomas Plantikow

Einer 
Suzanne Lowe

Emma 
David and Mary 
Plumb

Felix 
Kay Qualley

Fraidy 
Jane Welch

Gabrial 
Martha Cermak

Gigi 
Eric Larson

Girl 
Will Simmons

Gizmo 
Jane Hampton

Gomez 
Traci Dougherty

Guiness 
Alex and Amy Bisbee

Guy 
Fred and Patti 
Jacobberger

Gypsy 
Mike Goudy

Haley 
Mary Kenealy-Bredice

Harry 
Eda Johnson

Holly 
Jeff and Julie Steele

Honey 
Valeriya Duggan

Hunter 
Kathy Iverson

Isabel 
Valerie Streff

Itchy 
Chris O’Connor

Jack 
Paula and Scott 
Nelson

Jack 
Judy Higgins and Barb 
Lelek

Jasmine 
Amy Hyett

Jasper 
Shannon Hoff

Jetta 
Karl Holtz

Kassie 
Matt Christensen

Kassie 
Roopa Shastry

Kata 
Paula Trapp

Kenta 
Deitan and Jenna 
Dubuc

Lacey 
Robert Backes

Lacey 
Vicki Dunn

Lacey 
Doug Kasa

Lacey 
Melissa Christian

Leeny 
Becky Bryan

Lilly 
Dennis Liudahl

Lily 
Randee Rosenfield

Lori 
Ellie Anderson

Louis 
Ted Farrell

Lucy 
Megan and Jeff 
Carriveau

Lucy 
John Anderson

Lucy 
Dan Winter

Lulu 
Susan Forstrom

Macey 
Marc and Amanda 
Hove

Mama Bear 
Frank Wassmer

Mango 
Amber and Ryan 
Fowler

Manny 
Rita Danielson

Marylane 
Irina Lazarenko

Mason 
Renita Trouten

Max 
Kathryn Lafond

Max 
Wayne Kewitsch

Megan 
Kathy Securd

Meggie 
Janet Loosen

Melody 
Rick and Kathy Riley

Melody 
Burton and Elaine 
Bonn

Millie 
Barb Pabst

Huey

Reese
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Millie 
Julia Kvitsberg

Mindy 
Sandra Resnick

Ming 
Angela Neubauer

Minnie 
Mary Diepholz

Missy 
Walter Miller

Misty 
Pam Mitchell

Mocha 
Linda Reznick

Muffin 
Annette McNamara

Murphy 
Tom Kauf

Nanook 
William and Sara 
Hennemuth

Nash 
Jane Strommen

Nous 
Lynne Pirkl

Orbit 
Duke and Eve 
Rembleski

Oscar 
Glen Skrivseth

Otis 
Bonita Lecy

Packet 
Jody Heath

Parker 
Barry Doctor

Peanut 
Denise McMullen

Radar 
Mike Mayr

Rajah 
Jazmin Bixby

Randy 
Mark and Rachel 
Rahn

Rascal 
Jennifer Coats

Reba 
Janet Blake

Rock 
Chuck and Linda Love

Romeo 
David Farrell

Roxy 
Tracy Buresh

Roxy 
David and Penny 
Reding

Ructions 
Midi Hansen

Sabrina 
David Witt

Sadie 
Todd and Liz 
Stroessner

Sammy 
Nancy Roberts

Samwise 
Alla Geretz

Scamp 
Brent Silcher

Scooter 
David Thompson

Scooter 
John Newport

Scout 
Ed and Bonita Lecy

Scully 
David and Pam 
Rochlin

Selena 
Michael and Sherry 
Merriam

Sheila 
Jan Cody

Sloppy Joe 
Jody Laughlin

Smokey 
Shannon Hoff

Snack 
Brandon Mongeau

Snowball 
Andrew Ronback

Sonny 
Judie Erickson

Sophie 
Sue Mitchell

Sophie 
Tracy Collins

Sophie 
Suzanne Johnson

Spanky 
Rhonda Kiecker

Sparks 
Renee Basdeo

Spunky 
Linda Thomas

Stripes 
Cammy Baer

Thomas 
Rebecca Fobes

Tigger 
Doug Hecken Liable

Tina 
Phil and Marie Hendel

Toesie 
Karla Palmersheim

Trixie 
Dave Baker

Tucker 
Jason Sell

Tyler 
Louise Hill

Vega 
Sandra and John Wolf

Wallstreet 
Greg Wilson

Ziggy 
Kris Finsness

Zoe 
Ann George

Zoie 
David Myers

Metropolitan 
Veterinary Referral 
Services Would Like 
to Honor the Memory 
of… 
Loved and Missed 
by…

Alleycat 
Kurt and Julie 
Scheurer

Bandit 
Jim Brodigan

Barny 
Wanda Kraukaas

Beau 
Vince and Sandy 
Beaudette

I adopted “Bear” on a Friday night in January 2000. 
He was a blue male standard poodle. He was ap-

proximately 11 months old and spent the first year 
of his life in a garage. His previous family had three 
children and not enough time for this energetic, bril-
liant animal.

I renamed him SoCo. He went on to live a happy 
life, earning his CGC and TDI, visiting nursing homes 
every week, taking agility classes and teaching dog 
bite prevention classes in schools throughout the 
Twin Cities and at the Science Museum. We partici-
pated in several Walk for Animals. He also became 
a foster brother to many dogs, sharing his bed and 
toys, “showing them the ropes.”

He died last May, and I am so grateful to AHS for 
bringing him into my life. He was my heart-dog.

I still wonder, “Who rescued who?”
– LaDonna Seelye
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Samantha

Belle 
Matthew Yee and Lisa 
Brihn

Ben 
Rodney and Laurie 
Gentry

Black Jack 
Tony Conforti and 
Becky Brooks

Boo Boo 
Lee and Sarah Merritt

Brandy 
Tony Williams

Buddy 
Mike Hillman and 
Lola Watson

Buddy 
Margaret Metz

Burt 
Becky Roberts

Butter 
Eric Brezinka

Chloe 
Michael and Cheryl 
Rosenblatt

Dakota 
Ray Slonina and 
Kathy Bougie

Dickory 
David Zimmer

Foster 
Paula Roettger

Gabby 
Geoff and Kelly Gage

Henry 
Susan Isay

Kayle 
Mark and Penny 
Silberg

Laser 
David and Sunny 
Freed

Leiliu 
Laura Feidland

Lindy 
Paul and Janet 
Fredrickson

Louie 
Eileen Kilpatrick

Lucy 
Carol Rasmussen

Lucy 
Rick and Mary Berg

Lucy 
Eric Foster and 
Daniela Bell

Max 
Beth Oebser

Miley 
Andrew and Andrea 
Martinek

Milo 
William Remote

Oakie 
Dainel and Theresa 
Okonen

Ole 
Richard Peterson

Oreo 
Stuart and Joan 
Johnson

Parker 
Allen and Bobbi 
Lindgren

Peaches 
Mark and Melinda 
Lundberg

Percy 
Lane Macalester

Ries 
Daryle and Sharon 
Russell

Sterling 
Tom Bushardt and 
Chris Marquardt

Sydney 
Dave Broz

Turbo 
Rick Willenbring

Wiki 
Lisa Maarum

Zack 
Elliott Crayne

Zeus 
Sarah Harper

Zoe 
Jim and Ann Fern

Southdale Pet 
Hospital Would Like 
to Honor the Memory 
of… 
Loved and Missed 
by…

Abby 
The Swanson Family

Andy 
The Paterlini Family

Basil 
Mr. and Mrs. Paul 
Hedblom

Bobo 
Mr. and Mrs. Led 
Sledz

Broder 
The Konezny Family

Bruno 
Seuth Keobounpheng

Bunker 
Mr. and Mrs. Tyron 
Estlick

Buster 
Michele Cassedy

Chardonney 
The Stodghill Family

Chewy 
Mr. and Mrs. John 
Thomas

Chloe 
Mr. and Mrs. Harold 
Larson

Daisy 
Mr. and Mrs. Smith

Daisy 
Susan Carlson

Dante 
Mr. and Mrs. Howell

Duke 
The Hafner Family

Dusty 
Mr. and Mrs. Mike 
Christian

Flint 
Susan Jean Smith

Forbes 
Mr. and Mrs. Thomas 
MacNally

Frankie 
Kendal Masica

Ginger 
Sandra Stageberg

Harley 
The Noah Family

Hattie 
Mr. and Mrs. Tom 
Smith

Henry 
Mr. and Mrs. Andy 
Helling

Joey 
Kelly Stene

Joey 
Hillary Seaton

Joey 
Mr. and Mrs. Jeff 
Josephson

Macintosh 
Andrea Heaton and 
Troy Brandt

Mackenzie 
The Meyer Family

Maggie 
Bridget Votel and 
Anne Rumsey

Marmalade 
Kathie Paris

Midnight 
The Olson Family

Molli 
Doris Anderson

Molly 
Leslie Kreofsky

Mr. Cat 
Sarah French

Muffin 
The Strachan Family

Normandy 
Emily Oberlander

Normandy 
Sharon Dalmasso

Palmer 
Mr. and Mrs. Richard 
Fesler

Parker 
Nola Fortner

Pinto 
Karin Engstrand

Reggie 
Tamara Hoffman

Rocky 
Joan Wold

Rocky 
Mr. and Mrs. Robert 
Johnson

Salsa 
The Moarn Family

Sam 
Mr. and Mrs. Dan 
Horning

Sara Jane 
Barbara Kroke

Sheba 
The Mason Family

Signe 
The Johnson Family

Skippy 
Kathie Paris

Solomon 
Heidi Schellhas and 
Bob Lucas

Taz 
The Harms Family

Theo 
Karen Connors

Toby 
The Beissel Family

Tony 
Mr. and Mrs. Denis 
Rooney

Truman 
Steve Niren

Zena 
Anita Gibson

Zoey 
Cindy Peterson

White Bear Animal 
Hospital Would Like 
to Honor the Memory 
of… 
Loved and Missed 
by…

Abby 
Christine and Craig 
Reister

Ace 
Jim Kuhlman

Addy 
Scott and Cindy James

Allie 
Sylvia Weiss

Annie 
Ralph Karczewski

Annie 
Mary Dolan

Annie 
Andrew Aho

April 
Richard and Karen 
Garner

Aristotle 
Lindsey and Brad 
Boser

Augie 
Tom and Deb Ratte

Baxter 
Donna Spielman

Beauty 
Val and Jim Snyder

Beauty 
Paula Erickson

Blizard 
Tim Lepisto

Boots 
Stephanie Krinke

Buttercup 
Joseph and Janice 
Bauer

Butterscotch 
Suzanne Kappel-Geib

Nemo

Shelby

SoCo
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Louie 
Mary Graham

Maggie 
Sally and Wayne 
Chrystal

Maggie 
William and Carol 
Connelly

Max 
John and Juliette 
Geisen

Max 
Nancy Bottorff

Mercedes & Lexi Lexi 
Katie Hoffman

Molly 
Patrick Miner

Ms. Jackson 
Ann Christensen

Oreo 
Rocky Pavey

Pepper 
Laura and Gregory 
Solarz

Rags 
The Assistance League 
of Minneapolis/St. 
Paul

Sadie 
Lisa and Todd Douma

Sadie 
Shepherd Data 
Services, Inc.

Scooter & Chassie 
Dorene Eklund and 
Jan Skovran

Stoney & Rilby 
Karen Kuehn and 
Maribeth Snell

Sugar 
Emily Erdahl

Tommy & Buddy 
Carole Weatherby

Webster 
Jenna Rakos

Zim 
Linda Dahlen

Zimba 
Linda and Timothy 
Rude

Make your next gift in 
memory or in honor 
of an animal you love

Your support of Animal Humane 
Society can also be a wonderful 

way to remember and celebrate the 
special animals in your life. Demon-
strate your love by helping animals 
less fortunate than your own. Gifts 
of $100 or more made in memory 
or tribute to an animal will be 
listed here in Animal Tracks. 

To make a memorial or tribute gift, you may:
•	 use the donation envelope provided in the center fold of this issue,
•	 visit www.animalhumanesociety.org/donate and select the honor/memorial 

option,
•	 or call our Development office at (763) 489-1589.

Thank you!

Callie 
Julie Johnson

Carter 
Wendy and Mark 
Wojchik

Champ 
Jason and Laurie 
Healey

Cheyenne 
Eileen Schmidt

Chin 
Mark Thofern

Cleo 
Daniel and Dorian 
Whealdon

Cleo 
Steve Press

Cleod 
Patty and Richard 
Beaver

Coal 
Melissa and Doug 
Klameris

Daisy 
Brenda and Mark 
Hagen

Darwin 
Rebecca and Dave 
Whisler

Dixie 
Gerald Brink

Duke 
Lisa and Michael 
McQueen

Electra 
Lynda and Paul 
Fossing

Elle 
Janet and Jeff 
Elmquist

Emmie 
Laurie Carlson

Faith 
Anita and Steven 
Olson

Felix 
Harry Holmberg

Gerald 
Paula Marchetti

Gigi 
Dean and Patricia 
Beety

Gordy 
Jeff Boyle

Guinness 
Brendan and Kathleen 
Bannigan

Henry 
Alicia and Kenneth 
Firkas

Holly 
Teresa Strobel

Honey 
Linda Waddell

Indy 
Janet Weber

Irish 
Robert and Donna 
Peterson

Isabelle 
Anne Haber

Jackie 
Richard and Julie 
Gilbert

Jessy 
Diane Olmstead

Jezebel 
Cynthia Frankel

Jody 
Raymond Zietlow

Joey 
Jodi Butzer

Junie 
William Plummer

King 
Victor Bowen

Kirby 
Sue Converse

Kobie 
Jessica Byrd

Laddy 
Jennifer Biermeier

Lady 
Kathy Kingsrud

Lizy 
Mury and Wendy 
Johnson

Lizzie 
Steven Allen

Luckie 
Diane Hills

Lucy 
Julianne Pederson

Mac 
Phil Winter

Mack 
Linda Johnson

Maddie 
Laura and Bill 
Broomell

Maggie 
Mandie Wilson

Manis 
Chad and Kim Potratz

Max 
Keith Gunderson

Max 
Sandra and Richard 
Olmsted

Max 
Ward and Mary 
Woodrich

Measha 
Sherri Lichty

Megan 
Laurie and Alan 
Wenker

Minni Missy Molly 
May 
Leonard and Sharon 
Vardeberg

Molly 
Deborah Petschl

Murphy 
Susan Jaso

Mya 
Ann Mailand and 
Sammy St. Croix

Okinawa 
Mel Lleras

Oliver 
Robert Woolston

Oliver 
Paul and Diane 
Swanson

Oreo 
Susan Paulson

Oscar 
Margaret Koenig

Oslo 
Loryn Smith

Otis 
Kurt Nygren

Pacino 
Monica and Reginald 
Jones

Patches 
Elaine and Terry 
Miller

Penney 
Brad Nelson

PJ 
Brian Nelson

Polar 
Michelle Heinz

Polly 
Pat Gehrke

Precious 
Joyce Billadeau

Reggie 
Tina and Jim Appleby

Riley 
Thomas Tarnowski

Rocky 
Margaret Neuer

Romi 
Mike and Molly 
Steffek

Rosie 
Pam Marta

Rudy 
Julie Mattice

Sam 
Cindy Bush

Sam 
Jeff Berquist and 
Susan Huggins

Sam 
Barb York

Samantha 
Marla Colburn

Sammy 
Jennifer Jeska

Samuel 
Scott and Cindy James

Sandy 
Deborah Hunt

Sarah 
Kathy Svendsen

Sasha 
Julie and David 
Dereschuk

Scooter 
Elaine Pfarr

Sidney 
Diane and Tim 
Carlsgaard

Simba 
Margaret Pederson

Sophie 
Becky and Doug 
Heitkamp

Spencer 
Deanna Hudella

Squeezers 
Cathy Gates

Squiggy 
Halter Peter

Taco 
Stephen Spangenberg

Taylor 
Janice Page and 
Family

Taz 
Laura McDermid

Tigger 
Cindy Girard

Tooley 
Mark and Louise 
Schreiner

Trinity 
Bruce Henrichs

Trixie 
Jackie and Peter Reis

Willie 
Sally Selisker

Zeke 
Tony and Letonya 
Ackland

Zorro 
Steve and Pam Roland

In Tribute to a pet 
Recognized by …

Amber 
Diane Perry-Moore

Bailey Jo & Drake 
Lisa and John Ostrom

Baxter 
Michael White

Bella 
Janet M. Singer

Brandy 
Bernett Lappi

Bubba 
Patricia and John 
Beithon

Buddy 
Prosper Harvieux

Deisel & Emma 
Julie and Jamie 
Stevenson; Stevenson 
and Daughters 
Transport LLC

Ember 
Lia Melrose

Freckles 
Candis and David 
Buending

Griffy 
Kelsey Schroeder

Henry & William 
Julie Hagstrom

Hubert 
Patricia and Paul 
Amidon

Jake 
Modern Design

Knadle 
Gloria and Tim Rice

Lakie & Kipper 
Alice Weck and 
Barbara Clark

Maggie

Marley

www.animalhumanesociety.org
www.animalhumanesociety.org
www.animalhumanesociety.org/donate
mailto:mpeacock@animalhumanesociety.org


If you are moving or have received duplicate copies of this magazine, please call (763) 489-2210 or email lminette@animalhumanesociety.org
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