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Animal Humane Society is the 
leading animal welfare organization 
in the Upper Midwest dedicated 
to engaging and serving local and 
regional communities of people and 
animals. Our mission is to engage 
the hearts, hands and minds of the 
community to help animals.

Through comprehensive programs 
and services, Animal Humane 
Society provides resources that 
compassionately serve all the stages 
of an animal’s life.  

As a private non-profit organization, 
we receive no federal, state or 
government funding and rely totally 
on private donations, merchandise 
sales and adoption fees.
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Animal Humane Society is a member 
of the National Federation of Humane 
Societies and Pets Across America, a 
consortium of humane organizations 
throughout the country that raise funds 
to care for animals in local shelters.

Animal Humane Society is a founding 
member of Minnesota Partnership 
for Animal Welfare (MnPAW) and the 
Minnesota Horse Welfare Coalition.

board of 
directors 
Cyndi Lesher, Chair
Carolyn Smith, Vice Chair
Jeff Ament, Treasurer
Boyd Ratchye, Secretary

The past 18 months have been a 
whirlwind. So much good has come 
from the work and dedication of 
our employees, volunteers and 
board members, all of which was 
supported by your generosity and 
goodwill. It has been exhilarating, 
at times overwhelming, but most 
of all inspiring.

It is a rare opportunity for any 
one of us to be associated with 
transformational change in animal 
welfare — transformation that 
has had such a positive impact on 
the animals in our community. 
Our Bound for Home initiative has done just that. Every day I am grateful 
for our success on behalf of animals and I am so appreciative of your trust 
and support.

Two years ago we embarked on a journey to improve the quality of 
lives of animals in our community. Through planning, hard work and de-
termination we’ve begun to see a change and have seen success in saving 
more animal lives.

January through September of this year our placements have in-
creased to 78% and we have experienced a 41% decrease in euthanasia. The 
average time a cat stayed with us plummeted from 32 days to just eight 
days. Dogs have seen a decline in their average length of stay as well. It is 
so wonderful to visit a dog or cat up for adoption one day and by the next 
day they’ve gone to their new home!

I never expected to see such dramatic results so quickly. It was 
difficult to predict what would happen and frustrating not to be able to 
set progressive milestones of when we would achieve success for animals. 
I am filled with even more optimism after seeing the outcomes so far. 
We can aspire to see the day when 90% of the animals surrendered to our 
care are placed in loving new homes.

Your loyal support has been critical in moving this transformation 
for animals from a dream to reality.  Despite the dramatically positive 
outcomes we’ve seen for animals, donations to Animal Humane Society’s 
annual fund are down this year, so your support is more important than 
ever.

Thank you for taking this giant leap for animals with us. Your commit-
ment to our mission of engaging the hearts, hands and minds of the com-
munity to do more for animals has provided us with boundless opportuni-
ties for the future.

—JANELLE DIXON, CEO/PRESIDENT
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contact

Adoption 
Let an animal choose you! Cats, 
dogs, rabbits, birds, ferrets, guinea 
pigs and small critters are available 
for adoption at our five locations. 
View the animals available today at 
www.animalhumanesociety.org/adoption.

Surrender by appointment
No animal is ever turned away at any of 
our five open admission locations where 
we provide safe refuge for thousands of 
animals each year. Appointments are 
available to surrender an animal. Call 
(763) 412-4969 or visit
www.animalhumanesociety.org/surrender.

Low cost spay/neuter
Through our partnership with Kindest Cut, 
high quality, low cost spay/neuter services 
are available to the pets of people in need. 
Visit www.kindestcutmn.com for more 
information.

Pet boarding
We offer two options for pet boarding. 
There’s Animal House at AHS in Golden 
Valley (763) 489-2222 and Now Boarding 
near the Minneapolis St. Paul Airport 
(612) 454-4850.

Pet training
We speak fluent animal. More than 50 
classes are offered weekly at our Coon 
Rapids, Golden Valley, Woodbury and 
Now Boarding locations. Check out 
www.animalhumanesociety.org/training 
or call (763) 489-2217.

Pet food and supplies
Purina One dog and cat food and treats 
as well as Tidy Cat litter, collars, leashes, 
toys and grooming supplies are available 
at our five locations.

Humane investigations
Our humane agents work with 
law enforcement and respond to 
thousands of reports of animal 
neglect and cruelty each year. Visit 
www.animalhumanesociety.org/ 
prevention for more information.

Youth programs
From Unleashed Summer Camp to PetSet 
Youth Club and our extensive programs 
in the classrooms, there’s a lot for kids 
to do at AHS. Call (763) 489-2220 or visit 
www.animalhumanesociety.org/youth.

Buffalo  
4375 Hwy. 55 S.E. • Buffalo, MN 55313 
(763) 390-3647
Pet adoption and surrender, memorial garden, 
microchip and nail clinics, pet loss services, 
retail area, shelter tours, youth programs

Coon Rapids 
1411 Main St. N.W. • Coon Rapids, MN 55448
(763) 862-4030
Pet adoption and surrender, dog training, mi-
crochip and nail clinics, pet loss services, retail 
area, shelter tours, youth programs

Golden Valley 
845 Meadow Ln. N. • Golden Valley, MN 55422
(763) 522-4325
Pet adoption and surrender, dog playgroups, 
microchip and nail clinics, pet boarding, pet 
training, retail area, shelter tours, wildlife 
rescue, youth programs

St. Paul 
1115 Beulah Ln. • St. Paul, MN 55108
(651) 645-7387
Pet adoption and surrender, microchip and 
nail clinics, pet loss services, retail area, shel-
ter tours, youth programs

Woodbury 
 9785 Hudson Rd. • Woodbury, MN 55125 
(651) 730-6008
Pet adoption and surrender, dog training, 
microchip and nail clinics, pet loss services, 
shelter tours, retail area, youth programs

Now Boarding 
6002 28th Ave. S. • Minneapolis, MN 55450
(612) 454-4850 • www.nowboardingpets.com
Pet boarding, doggy day care, grooming, dog 
training 

hours
Adoption Centers
Monday through Friday: 12 p.m. – 8 p.m. 
Saturday and Sunday : 10 a.m. – 6 p.m.

Incoming Animals 
Surrender by Appointment
Please call for an appointment to  
surrender an animal. 
(763) 412-4969
Monday - Friday 11 a.m. – 7 p.m.
Saturday & Sunday 10 a.m. - 6 p.m.

AHS is closed November 24, 
December 24, 25, January 1 and 16. 

locations

our services

Main number
(763) 522-4325

www.animalhumanesociety.org
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Microchip and nail clinics
Microchip and nail trim clinics are offered 
monthly at our locations. Check the 
calendar in this magazine for specific 
times.

Wildlife rehabilitation
Injured and orphaned wildlife are 
accepted at our Golden Valley location. 
For information call (763) 489-2223 or visit 
www.animalhumanesociety.org/ 
wildliferescue.

Lost and found pets
We offer a Lost and Found Online 
Bulletin Board for you to post missing 
or found pets. Also, review stray 
animals in our care at our facilities at 
www.animalhumanesociety.org/ 
lostandfound.

Behavior helpline
Have a question regarding your pet? Call 
our helpline at (763) 489-2202.

Online behavior library
Visit our online library for help 
with pet training and behavior.
www.animalhumanesociety.org/
training/library.

Therapy animals
Animal Ambassadors, AHS’s animal-
assisted therapy teams, visit hospitals, 
schools and nursing homes. For more 
information call (763) 489-2220.

Tours 
Tours of our facilities are available to 
students or other groups by appointment.  
Maximum group size is determined by 
location. Our Golden Valley location also 
offers evening volunteer-led tours on the 
first and third Wednesday of the month by 
appointment. To schedule a tour at any of 
our locations call (763) 489-2220.

Birthday parties
Have your birthday party at an AHS 
location and invite up to 15 guests. Call 
(763) 489-2220 for more information.

Pet loss
Humane euthanasia and cremation 
services are offered. Call (763) 489-2203 
or visit www.animalhumanesociety.org/
services/lossofpet. Pet loss support 
groups are offered on Monday evenings at 
7 p.m. in Golden Valley.  

Memorial garden
Visit the peaceful perennial garden at 
our Buffalo location where past pets 
are honored with memorial plaques 
throughout the garden. 

Ways to help
Visit www.animalhumanesociety.org to 
find out about the ways in which you 
can help AHS, from volunteering in our 
shelters or as a foster volunteer, to 
donating or contributing to our wish list.  

Online store
AHS’s new online store Sit Stay Shop 
has all the apparel and accessories 
you need to show your pet pride. Visit 
www.sitstayshop.org.
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Follow us on Twitter:
twitter.com/Animal_HumaneMN

Like us on Facebook:
facebook.com/animalhumanesociety

Animal Humane Society 
thanks Purina ONE for 

its ongoing support

Purina ONE feeds all 
of Animal Humane 

Society’s cats, dogs, 
kittens and puppies.



Where are they now?
A few words from the cat cast of AHS’s “I Want… ” commercial

This past May, Animal Humane Society posted a commercial on You-
Tube featuring talking cats and kittens stating what they wanted 

in their new home. The video promoting feline adoption 
was created by MAKE, a local 
visual effects 
company. Four 
MAKE employees 
had adopted cats 
from AHS and 
were inspired to 
help after reading 
a story in Animal 
Tracks about the cat 
crisis in our com-
munity. 

Before long, the 
commercial had 
made its way around 
the world and back. 
Within weeks it had 
been viewed one mil-
lion times, and hit the 
two million mark in 
August.

We recently caught 
up with a few of the cats 
and kittens who starred 
in the commercial. They 
were all adopted shortly 
after filming and we’ll let 
one of the stars, Oscar, tell 
you how they are doing.

Dear Animal Humane Society,

Since the YouTube video “I Want” came out (and MEOW! what a video — 2 

million+ views), I’ve been checking in on some of my co-stars. You know how it is 

when you become a cat-celebrity… you just have to know what everyone else is 

up to. We sure had some fine cat-araderie on the set. 

I’ve adopted a stage name, Oscar, at my new home theater directed by Jeff 

and Harmony Beneviste. I now have three co-stars to play with: their three-year-

old daughter, Holly, Shadow, a five-year-old rescued feline, and Sadie, a 10-year-

old American Eskimo Husky. Sadie and I like to wrestle on the outdoor set. And 

oh my, what a set — it’s a fenced-in garden paradise. We also like to tear up the 

steps. I run around the hand-rails just to make Sadie jealous because, well, she’s 

a big-boned gal and she simply can’t do it. 

Venture, you know the cat who says she wants a big house, got both a big 

house and a big family! She’s with Katina, Chad and Olivia Vernon and has a 

brother feline, Snowflake, and two brother canines. Two of her three siblings 

came from AHS too. You know how celebrities can be; she hit it off with Snow-

flake right away but was a little standoffish with everyone else. She now knows 

the rest of the fam won’t go all paparazzi on her and she’s fitting right in. 

Max, the orange tabby who tears at our heartstrings with the line, “I just want 

a home,” settled in with producer Travis Carr and feline co-star Lucy in the big 

city of Minneapolis. As you know it’s quite a theater town and perfect for him 

because he’s very social and wants to know what everyone is up to. Can you be-

lieve he’s always rubbing up to Travis’ visitors? His favorite spot is the windowsill 

where he keeps tabs on the Minneapolis nightlife scene, and outside it’s a shady 

spot under a tree where he and Lucy hang out in their harnesses and indulge in 

the occasional catnip. I wonder if the harnesses have bling? 

Not to be catty, but Georgie is so spoiled because he not only has one warm 

belly to sleep on, he’s got two — Alice Brown and her husband. He’s so curious; 

he’s always trying to get in the refrigerator and cupboards. I told him he’d better 

watch his feline figure or his rolls, er, roles will be limited! 

Well, that’s all for now. Thanks again for finding us all such amazing homes. 

Isn’t it great that we all got exactly what we wanted? Keep me in mind when you 

are doing more filming. I’m available!

Hugs and Kisses,See the cats’ 
commercial debut at 
www.animalhumanesociety.org/iwant. Oscar

© Andrey Zyk -  Foto l ia .com
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me (Oscar) then...

Max then...

Max now.

me now...

Adoption fair 
Great Minnesota Pet Together is just that

On October 1, nearly 1,300 animal lovers came out to the 
Great Minnesota Pet Together at the state fairgrounds 

to meet hundreds of animals for adoption. Twenty-six 
different animal welfare groups were there to celebrate 
the human-animal bond by helping more than 60 animals 
find new homes.

From Airedales to wolfhounds, greyhounds to basset 
hounds, there were mixed breeds big and small, puppies, 
kittens and cats from Duluth to Brainerd and St. Cloud 
and St. Paul, all eagerly awaiting for just the right person 
to stop. And, for some, that’s all it took. 

Jane, a golden retriever/basset hound mix from the 
Animal Humane Society Woodbury, found her new family 
early in the morning while others waited until the warm 
afternoon to find their new owners. 

“It’s exciting to be a part of an event that brings dozens 
of animal welfare organizations together for one reason 
— to find new homes for homeless animals,” says Pete 
Sorenson, site manager of Animal Humane Society St. 
Paul and one of the event coordinators. “The weather was 
perfect and it was worth every effort to see so many cats 
and dogs go off with their new families.” 

This second-annual event was sponsored by the Min-
nesota Partnership for Animal Welfare (MnPAW) and 
PetSmart Charities.
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In 2012, Animal Humane Society 
will continue its state legislative 

efforts on behalf of animals. And 
your help is still greatly needed.  

We need your voice to reinforce 
the messages our legislators receive 
about these important animal welfare 
bills. A simple call or note at just the 
right time can make all the differ-
ence. Sign up to receive alerts on how 
and when you can help at www.ani-
malhumanesociety.org/takeaction.

Puppy and Kitten Mill Bill (In favor)
Thousands of dogs and cats live their 
lives in deplorable conditions found 
at inhumane breeding facilities in 
Minnesota. This bill will provide 
oversight of commercial dog and 
cat breeding facilities ensuring the 
animals receive the care they deserve. 
(S.F. 462/H.F. 702)

Ag-Gag Bill (Opposed)
Many Minnesota animals have been 
saved because citizens like you were 
able to provide proof of their neglect 

and abuse. This bill will make it illegal 
for you to document any acts of ani-
mal cruelty, further hiding abuse and 
neglect in our state. (S.F. 1118/H.F. 1369)   

“Minnesota Companion Animal Pro-
tection Act” (Opposed) 
In the past year, Animal Humane 
Society has had incredible success 
in doing more for animals. Through 
effective procedural changes, we have 
successfully made it possible for more 
animals to find new homes and have 
reduced the rate of euthanasia at our 
organization by 41%. This bill will 
force us to abandon our best shelter 
medicine practices which have al-
lowed us our recent forward progress, 
and instead require us to put animals 
in harm’s way. Learn more about this 
flawed legislation with a nice name 
and what you can do to help at www.
animalhumanesociety.org/mncapa. 
(H.F. 1735) 

At the Capitol
AHS works hard to make sure Minnesota laws stay humane

Our pets are 
social ani-

mals and one of 
the best things 
we can give them 
is time with oth-
er furry friends. 
Celebrate this 
season by putting 
a class pass in 
their stocking. 

New classes!
For our youngest canine friends 
(under 18 weeks!), our new Off-Leash 
Puppy Kindergarten class will have 
them socializing with other puppies 
and learning lifelong skills before the 
snow melts.

For the more refined pup, join us at 
the new Tricks and Games class. This 
class is all about fun, playing games 
and learning the best tricks week-by-
week. If you’ve completed Level 3 at 
the AHS Training School or have your 
Canine Good Citizen Certification, 
you’re already qualified for fun!

And the classics
If your dog needs a little help mak-
ing new friends, Wallflower class 
will make one of the greatest holiday 
gifts. Developed for the shy and fear-
ful dog, this class will keep your pup 
celebrating with the family, instead 
of cowering behind the decorations.

Not only can you help your kittens 
be the best they can be, you can also 
teach them tricks and how to walk on 
leash with our Kitten Kindergarten 
class. Sign up today and help your 
7-12-week-old kitty be the cat’s meow.   

For information on these and 
other classes, give the AHS Training 
School a call at (763) 489-2217. 

Give the gift of fun 
to your pet
New classes for dogs and cats
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Each year, a dedicated group of staff travel great dis-
tances to help animals affected by natural disasters 

and other large-scale events, while here in Minnesota our 
humane agents reach out to help thousands of animals each 
and every day. 

Joplin, Missouri  
In mid-June, a six-person team from Animal Humane 
Society traveled to Joplin and helped care for more than 
1,200 animals that were separated from their families in 
the aftermath of the tornado. The team spent long, 100-de-
gree days caring for the animals in a warehouse setup as a 
temporary shelter. 

“We were there to help the animals and give our as-
sistance,” said Melissa Carlson, animal care technician 
with AHS. ”They let us do what we do best—take care of 
the animals and make sure they have food, water, exercise 
and, of course, love.”

East Bethel, Minnesota
Late this past summer, Animal Humane Society Humane 
Agents Keith Streff and Wade Hanson brought 10 horses 
to safety after receiving several complaints regarding the 
condition and care of horses found on the NV Arabian 
Horse Ranch in East Bethel. The owner of the ranch had a 
history of providing at-or-below-minimum standards of care 
governed by Minnesota state law.

This most recent investigation was conducted in 
partnership with the Anoka County Sheriff’s Department 
and Dr. Jeff Johnson, a veterinarian local to the area. 
Sixty-four horses were found on the property and received 
onsite evaluations, the outcomes of which determined 
grounds for removal of 10 horses. 

“We’ve received calls about the welfare of horses on 
this ranch for well over 10 years and have conducted nu-
merous investigations,” stated AHS Humane Agent Keith 
Streff. “Unfortunately, the extent of our intervention has 
to be done within the parameters of Minnesota animal 
welfare laws. I continue to be concerned about the animal 
husbandry practices on this ranch, but I am also happy 
that we were able to help 10 horses.”

Animal Humane Society has presented its case for 
criminal charges against the owner of the ranch to the 
Anoka County Sheriff’s Department and the City of East 
Bethel regarding the status of the ranch’s permit. 

Each of the 10 horses continues to receive rehabilitative 
care in foster homes or in new homes with families that 
have already adopted them. 

For more information on the work of Animal Humane 
Society humane agents, visit www.animalhumanesociety.
org/prevention.

There when help is needed most
AHS extending compassion beyond our shelter door

They let us do what we do best—take 
care of the animals and make sure 

they have food, water, exercise and, 
of course, love.

—MELISSA CARLSON, ANIMAL CARE TECHNICIAN
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What a difference
a year makes

It’s been a year of exciting change at Animal Humane 
Society. Through our Bound for Home initiative, we 

implemented changes that have allowed us to do so much 
more for animals, something that has staff jumping for 
joy. Being a part of this transformation and seeing the 
incredible success and opportunities it has created for 
animals has truly inspired this already passionate group 
of animal lovers. Here are just a few of their favorite 
memories from the past year.

One of the happiest things I’ve 
seen in the past year is watch-

ing stray animals get new homes 
so much faster than ever before. In 
the past, I would see strays arrive 
in the adoption center after they 
had already been here for five 
days, waiting in one of our hold-
ing areas to be reclaimed. We are 
still required to hold strays for five 
days, but because we can manage 
how animals come into our shelters 
we’re now able to put them in the 
adoption center right away to meet 
potential new families. Now some-
times days or even hours after they 
arrive someone has fallen in love 
with them and has made the deci-
sion to adopt on the sixth day if 
their owners don’t come for them. 

I was skeptical when I first 

heard we were doing this. 
I didn’t think people would 
be willing to put a stray on 
an adoption hold and risk 
not ultimately being 
able to adopt that pet, 
but that’s not the case 
at all. People are very receptive 
and although they are hoping the 
animal won’t be reclaimed, they 
understand that it might be. I just 
think it’s so great because no mat-
ter what, that animal is getting a 
home.

Sometimes adopters are so excit-
ed about their possible new pet that 
they visit the animal several times 
during the stray hold. Amanda was 
one of them. She came on the first 
day of the cat’s hold and then vis-
ited him every single day. He was 

found living in someone’s garage, 
so she didn’t think anyone would 
claim him; however, she said if his 
owners did come forth she would 
just have t0 find another cat. 

On the sixth day we called 
Amanda to let her know that she 
could come adopt her new cat. 
I see this kind of story play out 
all the time now and I absolutely 
love watching animals go home so 
quickly.

— DENISE THOMPSON-BAUER, 
CUSTOMER SERVICE REPRESENTATIVE

AHS staff shares their memories
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I’m so proud of the impact our new 
changes with Bound for Home have 

made on the number of animals we 
are able to save. We’re not euthaniz-
ing as many animals as we used to 
and nothing makes me happier!

Just last year, we struggled with 
the number of animals being eutha-
nized. There will always be those with 
untreatable health issues or behavior 
that makes them too dangerous to 
place in a home, but because of the 
high number of homeless cats com-
ing into the shelter before, difficult 
decisions also had to be made regard-
ing their adoptability. Now, because 
we know exactly who is arriving and 

when, we have a place for each ani-
mal and we’re ready to care for them 
and give them what they need right 
when they arrive.

Every day I see vets and vet techs 
using all the resources they have to 
save as many animals as they can and 
we’re all a part of something so im-
portant. We’re saving more lives and 
we’re seeing animals being adopted 
much faster than ever before!

— NICOLE SANDOVAL, VETERINARY 
TECHNICIAN

“Now, because we know 

exactly who is arriving 

and when, we have a place 

for each animal and we’re 

ready to care for them and 

give them what they need 

right when they arrive.”



14  •  Animal Tracks  Fall 2011/Winter 2012  www.animalhumanesociety.org

My favorite story from this past 
year happened right after 

we opened our new surgical suite 
in Woodbury. Rose, a middle-aged 
shar-pei, came into the shelter from 
a rescue organization. Poor Rose had 
a lot of medical problems — heart-
worm, eyelid entropion (where the 
eyelids curl inward and cause irrita-
tion), bladder, ear and skin infec-
tions, missing hair and broken teeth. 
She appeared to have been used just 
for breeding and had not received any 
medical care.

What struck me is that she had 
such a great personality despite all of 
her difficulties. She was a very mel-
low and loving dog and I just couldn’t 
give up on her. All the staff felt that 
way. For more than five weeks we 

treated her for heartworm, her 
various infections, and spayed her.

We wanted to see her through 
this. When she was finally healthy 
enough she went home with Mag-
gie, one of our foster volunteers 
who cared for her until she was 
strong enough to come back to be 
adopted. Rose not only won the 
hearts of all of us at AHS, but also the 
hearts of people in Maggie’s neighbor-
hood. Neighbor Jim Holbrook ended 
up falling in love with Rose and 
adopting her. Now she’s a happy and 
healthy girl with a new life. I am so 
happy that we were able to do this for 
her.

— DR. ELAINE RAYNE, VETERINARIAN

“...She had such a 
great personality 
despite all of her 

difficulties. She was 
a very mellow and 

loving dog.”

In my job I transport the animals to 
and from our five shelters. If a pet 

isn’t being adopted as quickly at one 
site, we will move them to another so 
new people can meet them. The best 
part of my job is when I see an animal 
that has been moved to another loca-

tion and they are adopted within 
hours. 

I know that classical music is sup-
posed to soothe the animals in our 
shelters and that’s what we play for 
them. But when they are in my van I 
sing to them and we listen to old time 
rock and roll, pop and country. No 
heavy metal though — they don’t like 
that. Today I sang “How Much is that 
Doggie in the Window?” to the pup-
pies I was bringing to Woodbury.

— JILL BEHNKE, TRANSPORT

“...when they are in my 
van I sing to them and we 

listen to old time rock and 
roll, pop and country.”
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One of the changes I’m hap-
piest about is our new 

Chowhounds program. This is 
a behavior modification program that we introduced to 
work with dogs that display food guarding behaviors such 
as growling, snarling or snapping when approached while 
eating.

In the past, if a dog failed the food bowl aggression 
test, they would not be a candidate for adoption for safety 
reasons. There are always so many animals to take care of 
and not knowing how many more were on their way into 
our shelters meant we couldn’t always focus on special 
needs like food guarding. Now we are able to commit re-
sources and keep dogs with us longer to see if this kind of 
rehabilitation will work for them. 

The twice daily training has proven to be very success-
ful in a short amount of time. Dogs learn that it’s actually 
a good thing when someone approaches their food bowl. 
So far, all the dogs I’ve worked with have successfully 
passed and gone on to be adopted. And we give the adopt-
ers information so they can keep working with the dogs at 
home to make sure they continue to be successful. 

I love working with the dogs going through this pro-
gram and seeing the changes right before my eyes. I love 
this new program!

— ALLAN TOWNE, ANIMAL CARE TECHNICIAN

One of my favorite memories is one 
that happened shortly after we be-

gan accepting animals by appointment. 
A woman contacted us about needing to 
surrender her cat, Joy, because she was 
moving into a senior living facility. She 
was very upset about having to say good-
bye to her beloved pet. She had two other 
cats but wanted to start with Joy as she 
hoped to still find another home for the 
other two who were closely bonded.

Originally she talked to us about 
euthanasia on request services. She was 
considering euthanasia because she just 
couldn’t bear to think that her kitty 
might sit here for months and not be 
adopted. That thought just terrified her.  

When she came in for her appoint-
ment, Joy was super friendly and very 
healthy. I was able to reassure the wom-
an that her cat was very adoptable and 
she did not need to consider euthanasia. 
If we did not have our appointment pro-
cess I would never have known about her 
concerns and been able to talk with her 
face-to-face about them.

The best part for me? The cat was 
adopted just a few days later. After that, 
the owner felt comfortable bringing in 
the other two cats, Eve and Snowflake, 
and they were adopted together just a 
week later! Gone are the days of long 
waits for homes!

— KRISTIN LIVDAHL, ANIMAL SERVICES 

“The training 
has proven to be 
very successful 

in a short 
amount of time. 
Dogs learn that 

it’s actually 
a good thing 

when someone 
approaches 

their food bowl.”
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I love seeing all the animals that we 
are now able to go the extra mile 

for. We’ve done great things before, 
but always knew we could do more 
if there were fewer animals in our 
shelters. Now, because of surrender 
by appointment we’re able to do more 
for more animals, like Melvin. 

Melvin was a five-month-old stray 
kitten that arrived at our Woodbury 
shelter in February. He was dehydrat-
ed, emaciated, and severely frostbit-
ten. He was so skinny that his face 
was sunken in, he could barely hold 
his head up and we had to hand feed 
him. I felt so bad for this little kitten. 
I left that night thinking he would 
not make it through the night, or 
would have to be humanely eutha-
nized to end his suffering.

A few days later, I learned that he 
survived and I offered to foster him 
until he fully recovered. Melvin and 
I spent the next few months together 
so I really got to know the little guy.

 All of Melvin’s paws were frostbit-
ten, as were both of his hind legs and 
the tip of his tail. He needed surgery 
and then recovery time in the shelter 
so his wounds could be re-bandaged 
every day.

Once the frostbite was treated, 
Melvin began treatment for demodec-
tic mange which had caused severe 
hair loss all over his body. In order 
to treat the mange, he would need to 
return to the shelter every week for 
lime sulfur baths. As you can imag-
ine, he was not happy receiving the 
baths each week, but I did my best to 
comfort him and get him through it. 
After the first few baths he was look-
ing so much better and his hair was 
starting to grow back. 

The whole experience with Melvin 
was amazing for me. He was the 
sweetest little kitten. For AHS to be 
able to provide the resources to help 
this kitten that I didn’t even think 
would make it through the first night 
is incredible. He was adopted the day 
after I returned him to the shelter by 
an amazing Animal Humane Society 
supporter who could give him love, 
attention and a great home. This 
little kitten deserved the very best 
after what he’d been through and I’m 
so happy I could be a part of that.

— CARLEE BECKMAN,  
CUSTOMER SERVICE LEAD

“For AHS to be able to provide the 
resources to help this kitten that 
I didn’t even think would make it 

through the first night is incredible. “
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Every summer Philip Mathon and 
his wife, Jackie, make the trek to 

Minnesota from Utah to visit their 
daughter Patrice. As always, their 
four Chihuahuas join them on the 
trip. 

“Our dogs travel with us every-
where,” Philip says. “We just love 
them; they are like family.”

When they arrived this summer, 
they organized a garage sale to help 
pay for neuter surgeries for two of 
their dogs, Baha and Teacup. The cost 
was only $100 for both dogs through 

Kindest Cut, a spay/neuter service 
provided in partnership with Animal 
Humane Society.

Spay/neuter surgeries can cost 
about $400 per animal at typical 
veterinary clinics, so for Philip and 
Jackie, who are retired and living on 
a limited income, the cost had been 
prohibitive. 

“These are the last two of our four 
Chihuahuas to get fixed,” says Philip, 
placing Baha and Teacup in their 
kennels outside AHS’s Coon Rapids 
facility where the Kindest Cut vehicle 

is stationed for the day.
 “Our daughter told us about 

Kindest Cut, and I’m so glad that 
Minnesota has this program,” Philip 
says. “There is nothing like this back 
home. I can’t tell you how valuable 
this service is to people like us on a 
fixed income.” 

A few minutes later, Tristan 
Heinrich and Kindest Cut volunteer 
Sherri Besaw knock on the door of 
the purple-and-aqua surgical vehicle 
decorated with photos of happy ani-
mals. 

On the road with  
a great fix 

   by Brenda Bredahl
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Tristan, a resident of nearby 
Brooklyn Park, has been waiting pa-
tiently to pick up Tyson, his brindle-
colored American Staffordshire bull 
terrier who is his constant compan-
ion. Lauren Hofland, a veterinary 
technician with Kindest Cut, opens 
the door. 

“I’m here for Tyson. How did he 
do?” he asks. As Sherri locates the 
dog’s kennel, Lauren reviews post-op 
instructions with Tristan, sharing 
with him that Tyson was a star pa-
tient and one of the fastest dogs she’s 
seen awaken from surgery. 

“That’s the terrier in him,” says 
Tristan. “He’s so strong and energetic. 
I don’t know why people are afraid of 
this breed—he’s so loving and loyal.” 

Tristan picks up the kennel and 
guides Tyson, who looks very happy to 

Tristan Heinrich brought his dog, Tyson, to 
Kindest Cut for low-cost neuter services.

see his owner, into his minivan.
“It’s an act of kindness for your 

pet,” says Dr. Meghann Kruck, 
who, with her three certified 
veterinary technicians—Alysha 
Coleman, Lauren Hofland, and 
Andrea Burgeson—makes it her 
business to help pet owners pre-
vent unwanted litters. 

Field work with feeling
Each day when in the field, the Kind-
est Cut staff performs sterilization 
surgeries for up to 40 cats, dogs and 
rabbits in the Twin Cities. Kindest Cut 
and Animal Humane Society launched 
this program in May and in just the 
first month 855 pets were sterilized. 
Since then more than 3,000 surgeries 
have been performed. As Janelle Dix-
on, AHS CEO/President says, “Clearly 
there was a great need for this kind of 
service in our community.”

Kindest Cut’s services are designed 
for people with limited incomes who 
find it difficult to afford sterilization 
surgery for their companion pets. 
Surgical appointments can be supple-
mented with routine vaccines, hernia 
repair and microchipping if needed. 

Currently providing services via a 
mobile surgical unit, Kindest Cut vis-
its locations such as churches, schools 

and businesses as well as AHS’s five 
shelter locations. Eligibility and loca-
tion information can be found on its 
website at www.kindestcutmn.com.

Kindest Cut also serves rescue 
groups such as Safe Hands Rescue, 
Heartland Animal Rescue Team, Bark 
MN, the Minnesota Spay/Neuter Proj-
ect, as well as humane societies and 
other organizations in other areas of 
Minnesota.

Kim Jaworski has worked as a vol-
unteer foster parent with Pet Haven 
Rescue for nearly two decades. 

“I brought five cats here today 
and two last Tuesday,” she said. “We 
are thrilled with the Kindest Cut and 
Animal Humane Society partnership 
and come here weekly. While we do 
use local vets too, it is so much less 
expensive for us to use Kindest Cut.”

A lifelong animal advocate and 
owner of Kindest Cut as well as 
Content Pets, a mobile veterinary 

 “We are thrilled with the 

Kindest Cut and Animal 

Humane Society partnership 

and come here weekly.”
—Kim Jaworski, volunteer foster parent  

with Pet Haven Rescue

The Kindest Cut team works in a vehicle not much smaller than a metro bus.
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surgical notes while Lauren tran-
scribes. “They make my job easy. All 
I have to do is think about surgery, 
while they have to think about dozens 
of things. We have a kind of rhythm 
down and that helps.” 

Lauren finishes note-taking when 
Sherri enters the van, depositing 
surgical kits ready for use. Sherri 
then grabs the basket of used linens 
and surgical tools for cleaning and 
exits the van. There’s not an inch of 
wasted space in the unit, and a knock 
on the door reveals a pizza delivery 
person. A short break is in order for 
the team. 

After lunch, Alysha, with some 
help from Andrea, preps a couple of 
male kittens and transfers them to 
the waiting surgical table. There a 
warming pad can hold up to four 
kittens at a time. Andrea returns 
to prepare more medication for the 
waiting felines. 

Outside the van, two volunteers 
are busy under the attached awning: 
pet check-in and pick-up, instrument 
cleaning, equipment organization 
and kennel identification. They also 
pack the cleaned instruments into 
surgical kits and deliver supplies 
when needed. 

On a day with record heat, Alice 
Bryan walked in the sun to the van 
parked outside of Northeast Commu-
nity Lutheran Church in Minneapolis 
near where she lives. 

“Oh, it’s so nice and air condi-

service that makes house calls, Dr. 
Kruck grew up among dogs, cats, a 
parakeet, gerbils, snakes and a lizard 
in suburban Minneapolis. She has a 
B.S. in animal science from Purdue 
University and received her D.V.M. 
from the University of Minnesota. 
She’s licensed through the Minnesota 
Board of Veterinary Medicine and is a 
member of the American and Minne-
sota Veterinary Medical Associations. 
She has three dogs and two cats—all 
rescues. 

A concert in close quarters 
Dr. Kruck and her vet techs perform 
surgeries in a vehicle not much 
smaller than a metro bus. They work 
together with the precision of a sym-
phony orchestra. It’s as if they can 
read each other’s minds. 

Every animal scheduled for sur-
gery is examined to identify health 
problems that might preclude sur-
gery. For example, if an animal is 
found to have fleas it is treated and 
quarantined prior to surgery. 

A surgery can take up to 20 min-
utes depending on the size and gen-
der of the animal. Each vet tech has 
specific duties, whether check-in and 
paperwork, preparing medications 
and anesthesia, prepping each animal 
or recovery watch. 

“My vet techs know my surgery 
style,” says Dr. Kruck as she dictates 

“It’s an act of kindness 
for your pet.” 

—Meghann Kruck, DVM

tioned in there,” she says when 
Lauren opens the door to put CoCo, 
her Chihuahua, in her arms. “CoCo 
was my grandkids’ dog, but they had 
to move and couldn’t have pets. I took 
her in, and then read about this in 
the Northeast Journal. I’ve been telling 
my friends and neighbors about this 
wonderful service.”  

Another client, Lorry Hautajar, 
brought her seven-month-old rescued 
Husky, Kira, from South St. Paul. “I’m 
unemployed, so I called AHS and they 
told me about the service here today. 
Kira is so social that I can’t wait for 
her to play with other dogs now. She 
got her shots too.” 

Kindest Cut is part of Animal 
Humane Society’s Bound for Home 
initiative, a multi-year effort to re-
duce pet homelessness. Sterilization 
to prevent unwanted pet litters and 
reduce the number of animals com-
ing into shelters is one of the major 
components of the initiative. AHS 
is currently raising funds to build a 
Kindest Cut spay/neuter clinic at the 
Golden Valley location in the next 
year which will augment the steril-
ization services available on the road.

Brenda Bredahl is a writer based in Hudson, 
WI with a rat terrier named Scooter.
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Olive wasn’t the puppy you often 
see climbing over her littermates 

to the top of the puppy pile in the 
hopes of seeing what lay ahead. In 
fact, as her littermates grew strong 
and were adopted into new homes, Ol-
ive struggled and her health quickly 
began to deteriorate.

Smaller than the rest of the litter, 
Olive was barely able to lift her head 
when she arrived at Animal Humane 
Society. She was dehydrated, lethargic 
and having difficulty breathing. It 
was quickly determined that she was 
suffering from a respiratory infection 
and immediately put on antibiotics by 
our veterinary staff. Unfortunately, it 
did not bring her back to good health.

Olive continued to decline and her 
infection resisted several different 
courses of antibiotic treatments. The 
infection progressed into pneumonia 
putting the tiny little puppy further 
into a dire situation and gravely con-
cerning the staff caring for her.

Little moments of hope
No matter the obstacle she faced, 
Olive never gave up and offered mo-
ments of hope to let staff know she 
was fighting for her life right along 
with them. According to Dr. Tasha 
Barnes, the Animal Humane Society 
veterinarian overseeing Olive’s care, 
“Olive’s attitude was always bright 
and interactive. She wagged her tail 
and got up to greet you despite the 
poor state she was in.”

Olive’s condition continued to de-
cline until we found a combination of 
therapies that her body responded to, 
which included bronchodilators given 
through a nebulizer donated just for 
Olive’s care. Over the three weeks that 
followed, staff documented within 
her medical chart her journey into a 
strong new beginning.

“Puppy is much better today… 
playing a little. Breathing is much 
less labored.”

“Continues to slowly improve… ”

“Gaining weight… no longer has 
labored breathing. Ok to go to foster.”

“Back from foster. Olive is doing 
well. She is gaining weight and her 
lungs sound good. Ok to go to the 
adoption floor.”

After a long and difficult struggle, 
Olive was finally placed in our adop-
tion center. She went home with her 
new family the very same day.

Share in the joy of doing more for 
animals
Animal Humane Society is able to 
save special pets like Olive because 
of the support we receive from the 
community — financial support from 
donors, professional support from 
private veterinarians and volunteer 
support from our foster volunteers. 
Together we are able to do more for 
animals and save lives.

A fragile start 
to a strong 
new beginning

Compassion and kindness can make all the difference in the life of an ani-
mal. With both, we’re able to discover the wonder of the human-animal bond 
and the many things we can accomplish because of it.

One such accomplishment that we’re celebrating this season of giving is 
Olive’s story.

Share in the joy of Olive’s new begin-
ning by watching her reunion with 
the staff that nursed her back to 
health at www.animalhumanesociety.
org/ATFallWinter11.
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During her treatment and recovery, Olive was with 
us at Animal Humane Society for 40 days. If she had 
come to us healthy and strong we estimate it would 
have cost $386 to care for her, but it took great ef-
forts to get her healthy enough to find a new family, 
more than doubling our costs.

Costs to care for Olive:

$48 for staff time to get Olive to a veterinary 
partner’s office who donated chest 
X-rays

$60 for spay surgery
$93 for exploratory surgery when she 

didn’t respond to antibiotics — a cost 
that would have been 10 times more 
expensive at a private veterinarian

$100 for medical treatments, including six 
different antibiotics and a nebulizer

$526 for vaccinations, microchip and many 
extra days in our care to regain her 
health 

$827 Total cost to bring Olive back to health 
so she could find her forever home

You can help us provide extra 
special care to more animals  
like Olive.  
Donations to Animal Humane Society are down this 
year, so your support is more important than ever.  
During this season of giving, please make a year-end 
gift to continue supporting life-saving services for 
animals in our community.
Email: giving@animalhumanesociety.org
Phone: (763) 489-2210
Online: www.animalhumanesociety.org/holiday
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In Memory of a pet 
Remembered by...

Abby Bear 
Norman Walsh

Ajax Reese 
Shane Reese and Duei Blake

Alex 
Jeffrey G. Anderson

Amber 
Diane Perry-Moore

Amber Carmel 
Beth and Mark Thiebault

Angel 
Alice and Charles Bresnahan

Anna 
Mary and Ronald Segal

Anne 
Gail Bernstein, M.D. and 
Thomas J. Davis, M.D.

Baby & Tiger 
Eric Taubenberger

Baby Seals 
Albert Rousak

Bailey Bishop-Kuhn 
Rochelle Gunn and James 
Mayer

Beasley 
Ted Bair and Harvey Filister

Benson 
Katrina Nelson

Bentley 
Victoria Ewert

Bernie 
Linda Houden and Jerry 
Van Amerongen

Bernie 
Tol-O-Matic

Big Guy, Tigger & 
Squeaker 
Jaerdis Bistodeau

Biji 
Paula Pede

Birdie 
Ameriprise Financial Gift 
Matching Program

Birdie 
Doug and Karen Brewers

Bishop 
Marlys J. and Harry Kitts

Bonnie 
Judith Mosiniak

Booker 
Susan Nathan

Bootsie 
Charlene Boden

Buddy 
Debbie Boschee

Calista 
Carolyn Brouillard

Champ 
Leon and Susan Vogt

Champion Robinson 
Betty and Richard Duff

Charlie 
Eric Brun

Charlie 
Jan Rivers

Charlie 
Mary and Marc DeRanitz

Chloe 
Mary Ann and Lee Fabel

Chloe 
Susan Hackney

Cinder 
Kimberley Schaeppi-Krebs 
and Alan Krebs

Cinder 
Melissa Peacock and your 
friends at the Animal 
Humane Society

Clover Leary 
Ellen McQueen

Cocoa 
Arlis and Myron Werley

Cooper 
John Sammler

Coquette 
Jeanette Reichman

Cubby 
Mark and Jean Menard

Cuddles 
Gary Glunz

Dakota 
Linda and Greg Mcewen

Deno 
Joan Winn

Dieter & Jurgen 
Barbara Johnson

Dante 
Janet and Ross Kimmerle

Edith & Angus 
Cheryl and Keith Ciampa

Emma 
Nancy Favilla and Michael 
Kagan

Emma, Micky & Fred 
Charlotte Beegle

Figaro 
Susan and Daniel Spoden

Fletcher 
Mary Welfling

Fly 
Joan Winn

Fred, Chelsea, ChiChi & 
Showbiz 
Joan Olseen

Frenzy 
LuAnn Berglund

Gamble 
Leah Drake

Gypsy 
Charlene and Thomas Farr

Harley 
Gary Glunz

Helio 
Eileen Scallen

Henry James 
Beth Blair

Hobo, Kelly, Rascal, 
Penny, Pokey, Mookie & 
Mango 
Dorothy Swenson

Indie 
The Guild Family Charitable 
Fund

Isabelle 
Rebecca Gilmore

Jack 
Jean Burke

Jack & Sammy 
Roland Knapton

Jeorge & Jenny 
Deanna Larson

Jeremy 
Joni Richmond

Kira Fiskewold 
Steven Kittay

Kit’s little puppies 
Robert and Barbara 
Manning

Kobe 
Ted Bair and Harvey Filister

Kona 
Arlene Nadeau

Kyra 
Jerry Golden, Michele and 
Scott Walker

Lady 
Mary Jo and Martin 
Malecha

Lady & Brandy 
Julie and Mark Jensen

Libby & Abby 
Suzanne Harris and Brian 
Wold

Lovey 
Schelly Braden Vaaler and 
Bryn Vaaler

Lucy 
Mary Jo Elliott

Lucy 
Patricia Longard

Ludo 
Patricia and Tom Storey

Maddie, Allie, Ariel, 
Barney & Shadow 
Elke and Kent Knopp-
Schwyn

Maggie 
Jeanine and Thomas Wilson

Maggie & Nellie 
Carole Weatherby

Malichi 
Beth Hoff

Marigold 
Angelika Erhard

Marshall 
Howard and Sandra Hunegs

Mary & Bob Johnson’s 
pets 
Jane and Edward Phillips

Matt 
Eleanor Bisciglia

Max 
Patrick Metzger

Meggie 
Jeanine and Thomas Wilson

Melly 
Andrew Dybvig

Mikey T 
Lynn Krapf

Mindy & Jake 
Kristine and Greg 
Mohwinkel

Miss Kitty 
Mary Jo Gibbons

Mittens 
Charlene Boden

Molly 
Kristin Gruber

Mooch Kappel 
Sue Skaaden

Mort, Smokey & Other 
Friends 
Linda Glass

Munchie 
Dennis Schapiro

Murphy 
Jean Falkavage

Nick 
Janet M. Singer

Nikki Weisenhorn 
Debra K. Jensen

Nita 
Marie and Jerome 
Jungbauer

Nuk-Nuk 
Valerie and Eric Solovjovs

Otis Bole 
Amy Delmain

Pablo & Nigel Hunt 
Sabin Peterson

Patch Work Quilt 
Nancy Brydle

Patches 
Charlene Boden

Patsy 
Joan Winn

Pepito 
Ashwin Bhouraskar and 
Lilian Meza

Pepper 
Janie Finke

Pete 
Julie Erickson

Pete 
Timothy and Mary Gerenz

Pixie 
Kristin Gruber

Pooper 
Ellen Kniebel

Pumpkin & Krystle 
Keni Hylbak

Remi 
Ann Hickey and Roger 
Groening

Ripley 
Donn Wallin

Rita 
Beverly Wolfe and Daniel 
Reiva

Robbie & Emma 
Margaret and John 
Tackman

Rosie 
Tabitha Clem

Ruby 
Debra and Ben Behrens 
Katie Nelsen 
Laurie Brickley and Marx 
Swanholm

We are grateful for your generous support of the animals through 
memorial and tribute gifts and are pleased to acknowledge these gifts 
in this magazine. We are committed to providing quality content 

with information about our programs and services and want to ensure that 
your donations are directly supporting the animals in our care. We sincerely 
appreciate every gift made in honor or memory of a loved one or pet, however 
due to the volume only pet memorials of $100 or more will be listed in this 
publication. 

memorials and honorariums
January 1, 2011 through June 30, 2011

Cinder

Mooch

Kyra
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Ruffly 
Sarah Powell

Salt 
Janie Finke

Sam Woodall 
Wade and Suzanne 
Shromoff

Samantha 
Betsy Nichols and Joel 
Tenner

Sammy 
Lisa Bissen

Sanoy & Pepper 
Jason and Shirley Newman

Sasha & Angel 
John Spano

Schnoopy 
Gloria and Glenn Gaster

Scribble 
Alicia Helling

Shelby 
Gary Gronstedt and Carl 
Tubbs

Simon & Harley 
Julie Christensen

Sirah 
David Hirsch

Snickers 
Leo Warren

Snickers 
Nana Salisbury

Spicer 
Brian Becker

Stella & Sierra 
Carole Arwidson, Darlene 
Arwidson, Sigbritt and 
Ruben Arwidson

Sweet Pea Santana 
Elaine Wait

Tasha 
Patricia and Paul Strasser

Tiger 
Barbara and Christopher 
Nowak

Timothy 
Norma Buchanan

Tony 
Kevin Schoonover and 
Tracey Olson

Wally 
Todd Skjervold

Whisper 
Jonathan Biebl and Laura 
Bernstein-Biebl

Winnie 
Kristine and Greg 
Mohwinkel

Winnie 
Sheila Kennedy

Wynton & Eleanor 
Kirsten Hansen

Yukon 
Sandra and Jonathon 
Carlson-Kortebein

Hopkins Animal Hospital   
would like to honor the 
memory of:

Abby 
Robert Taylor

Amazing Grace 
Nancy Gosselin

Ambrose 
Michael and Barb Steiner

Amos 
Mark and Vicki Schmidt

Andie 
Geoffrey Gunning

Angel 
Heather Johnston

Asia 
David Roettger

Auggie 
Lloyd Olson

Autumn 
Eric and Kelly Van Den 
Heuvel

Bailey 
Luann Lescarbeau

Bailey 
Michelle and Mark 
Milbrandt

Basie 
Pat Kennedy

Big 
Sue Coleman

BJ 
Kevin and Margo Sheldon

Black Kitty 
Kathleen Pecha

Blaze 
Pat Anderson

Bo 
Linda Homan

Browny 
Michelle Beauchene

Bruno 
Frank and Leslie Altman

Bubba 
Leslie Sundt

Buffy 
Jack Harris

Bunny 
Pat Heine

Caesar 
Steve Krake

Catch 
Steve Brown

Charlie 
Barb Stallman

Chelsea 
Janet Thomas

Cliff 
Mary Baker

Cody 
Peggy Schreiber

Cody 
Cathy Lind

Cosmo 
Michael Opitz

Darby 
David Rodquist

Ed 
Jayne Johnson

Emmy Lou 
Lorrayne Hamm

Ethel 
Doug and Judith 
Heckenliable

Fanny 
Murray Illies

Fatty 
Elena Gaarder

Fawn 
Margo Bredeson

Fergus 
Victoria Wilson

Gizmo 
Crystal Tan

Godiva 
Kathleen Tapp

Goldie 
Mark Melles

Grizz 
Walter and Michelle Cohen

Gussie 
Kathy Thiessen

Jackson 
Shelley Shutes

Jake 
Jan Christianson

Jasper 
Roger and Karen Peitso

Jess 
Michelle LeFebvre

Joey 
Sharon and John Karnos

Jozie 
Debbie Griggs

Katie 
Sue Coleman

Kirby 
Bobbi Gale

Kordel 
Jan Agren

Lily 
Cindy Hibbs

Lola 
The Kruger Family

Louie 
Chip Goodall

Ludwig 
Chip Goodall

Audi

Emma

Stewie, a guinea pig and favorite little colleague 
of Animal Humane Society’s Education depart-

ment, passed away in June. 
For several years, Stewie’s friendly face and 

calm demeanor helped to educate thousand of kids 
at schools, community organizations, and summer 
camps. As a registered therapy animal, Stewie dem-
onstrated the benefits of animal therapy and served 
as an example of the wide range of animals that can 
be trained for this important service. 

Stewie was also one of the original “Snow Angel” 
animals whose image and story helped raise money 
to support AHS. His squeaks and squeals brightened 
the day of many staff who regularly stopped by to 
visit. He is sorely missed.

Yukon

Stewie
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Maddie 
Paul and Joanne Weseman

Mandy 
Thomas and Barb Brown

Max 
Judy Magnum

Max 
Alan Quaal

Mia 
Kathy Mackai

Mickey T 
Lynn Krapf

Midnight 
Edie Nack

Milo 
John Badali

Missy 
Steve and Lynn Timmer

Misty 
Angela Rose

Mr. Bubbles 
Denise Yannessa

Mr. Kitty 
Doug Samaha

Murphy 
Pat Holmes

Mya 
Corrie Schnur

Neffie 
Jennifer LaFrance

Niichi 
Sarah Scott

Pete 
Kevin Manion

Phoebe 
Karen and Thomas Schiller

Popcorn 
Kim Parker

Porsche 
Barb and Frank Dvorak

Princess Leia 
Kathleen Tapp

Pumpkin 
Bob and Carol Fiedler

Roman 
Raul Rojas

Rosie 
Diane Kirkling

Salem 
Kathleen Ghreichi

Sam 
Robert and Jolene Hall

Sambooka 
Tom and Mary Hermann

Sammy 
Stacy McMahon

Sammy 
Tom Schwartz

Sammy Joe 
Amy Jordan

Samson 
Deb Frazier

Shadow 
Kathy Williams

Sierra 
Jessica and Eric Sewalson

Simon 
James Fallon

Skyy 
Nicole McDonald

Snickers 
Ken Anderson

Sophie 
Joanne Dinsmore

Sparkle Rose 
Mark and Randee Sandler

Spooky 
Lynn Krapf

Stanley 
Carol Shermann

Tanner 
Darrick and Melissa Hentz

Taz 
Linda Reed

Tigger 
Renee Compo

Tracker 
William Duesman

Trouble 
Elizabeth Nash

Willie 
Dennis and Laura Harpestad

Winnie 
Janet Lund

Ziggy 
Jim and Sharon Burns

Zoey 
Janet Larson

Metropolitan Veterinary 
Referral Services 
would like to honor the 
memory of:

Abby 
JoRene and Richard Weiblen

Alex 
Karen Grossman

Alfa 
Gwenny and Philip Tjiam

Aries 
Roy and Fern Oilerenshaw

Bailey 
Kristen Balfe

Bailey 
Dan and Mary DeMarce

Baxter 
Michelle and Beverly Oelke

Belle 
Nancy Lokensgard

Britta 
Jerome and Valerie Sechler

Cammie 
Althea Larson

Candi 
Shirley Mackey

Carver 
Joanne Syring and Josh 
Peach

Cooper 
Jennie and Richard Goelz

DJ 
Carol Gamble

Earl 
Carrie and Debbie Ranol

Emma 
Keith and Maureen Kostial

Fisher 
Gary and Jean Jarvis

Gina 
Alan and Karen Siegman

Goofy 
Kristine and Alan Rice

Henry 
Terri James

Hobbs 
Marjie Carr-Oxley and Gale 
Oxley

Hogan 
Heather and AJ Johnson

Indy 
Rick and Sarah Goullaud

Jasmine 
Greg and Gail Splitt

Jasper 
Vicki Koenig

Jeffy 
Stephanie Magelky

Kitty Girl 
Jean and Gary Jarvis

Lucy 
Diane Cvitanovich

Lucy 
Kris Oelschlager and Lise 
Fohlmeister

Lucy 
Katy and Kelly Bennewitz

Mini 
Jennifer and Dennis 
McElroy

Molly 
Dennis and Deb Wheeler

Molly 
Brenda Kunkel

Molly 
Leslie and Michael 
Krmpstich

Molly 
Jennifer Jaffee

Muskie 
Kate and John Stadherr

Pepper 
Rodger and Jane Finke

Peppes 
Ron and Doris Juhl

Quilla 
Daniel and Kristen Lee

Regan 
Kathe and Dave McFarlane

Ruby 
George and Carey Rear

Salt 
Jane and Rodger Finke

Sandy 
Penny Helgren

Scout 
Nancy and Steven 
Cavanaugh

Sensee 
Ryan Tepley

Shadow 
Rita and Eugene Berg

Shadow 
Scott and Denise Price

Shiloh 
Marlene Foote

Sidney 
Ann and Peter Baskin

Silky 
Lynda Meyer

Small Fry 
Jean and Gary Jarvis

Socks 
Linda and Jay Levitan

Sophia 
Alan and Karen Siegman

Stoli 
Leslie and Clyde Dalcheau

Tanner 
Melissa and Derrick Hentz

Tigger 
Jerome and Dawn Dibb

Tiny 
James Tarnowski

Toby 
Jon and Kate Lindfors

Tora 
Erik and Natsuko Dieterle

Torrie 
Debbie and Mark 
Muckelberg

Tralee 
Marly Whiting

Tucker 
Mari Kittridge

Zoey 
Brian and Victoria Fett

Southdale Pet Hospital 
would like to honor the 
memory of:

Bear 
The Flaten Family

Benji 
The Nelson Family

Buttons 
Mr. and Mrs. Robert Nicols

Chase 
The Drought Family

Checkers 
Tracy and Nick Gross

Cleo 
Laurie Kertis

Daisy 
Joan Wold

Frodo 
The Fast Family

Frosty 
The Fortner Family

Gracie 
Ann Blumber

Harley 
The Sapecky Family

Isabella 
The Cooper Family

Jake 
Lisa and Steve Domke

Jester 
Joan Wold

Kirby 
The Marinovich Family

Ki-San 
The Moussean Family

Kodak 
The Olson Family

Little Girl 
Linda Moore

Lucky 
Mr. and Mrs. Charles 
Shellberg

Lucy 
Katy Bennewitz

Max 
Linda and Brian Danell

Maxwell 
Mary Bergaas

Mist 
Pat and Chrissy Hughes

OJ 
The Sommario Family

Pandora 
The Brzezinski Family

Peppy 
Jim Swanson

Perkins 
The Mouseau Family

Remi 
The Rorke Family

Riley 
The Dixon Family

Sadie 
The Wolfe Family

Saeki 
Sharon Deeker

Hazel & Violet

Mark

Ajax
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Sam 
Muriel Molde

Scout 
Colleen Lynch

Shadow 
Tammy Syde

Tabatha 
The Tappen Family

Taffy 
Camille Nash

Tiger 
Ellin Ainsworth

Timon 
The Hernick Family

Woodrow 
The Nuss Family

Wylee 
The Hammerback Family

Yoda 
Judi Lamble and Andrew 
Whinton

Ziggy 
Marti Johnson

Zoe 
The Nibe Family

Zoe 
Mary Pohlad

Zoya 
Patrice Prettyman and John 
Atkinson

White Bear Animal 
Hospital 
would like to honor the 
memory of:

Albert 
Wendy and Steve Nielsen

Ally 
Rebecca and Jeff Kloc

Amber 
Pam Kren

Annie 
Jennifer and Chad 
Amundson

Artie 
Paul and Tanya Klaiber

Bailey 
Thomas Tarnowski

Bailey 
Jan Dinndorf

Bailey 
Bob and Sandy Cammack

Bailey 
Eugene Larson

Bandi 
Linda and Kathryn Diehl

Bart 
Janice Page

Bear 
Gary and David Kane

Benji 
Sheryl Pascoe

Big Foot 
Dwight Schuster

Billy 
Brad McDonnell

Black Purr 
Barbara Cook

Blink 
Chad and Nicole  
Whiterabbit

Bob 
Judy Zins

Bridgette 
Jack Gill

Briseis 
Lynda and Paul Fossing

Cadfael 
Joan Fortier

Cal 
Ken Bruentrup

Callie 
Betty Romback

Carmen 
Laurie Pigeon

Cassie 
Gary and Bev Zweig

Cassie 
William and Valerie DuFour

Chelsie 
Cheri Peck

Chunk 
Blaze and Lorrie Johnson

Cocoa 
Ross Safford

Cryer 
Rita Rangel

Cuddles 
Pam Johnson

Daisy 
Rena Mattoon

Dakota 
Kim and Doug Brown

Dasher 
Ross Brouse

Digit 
Katie Macke

Domino 
Vickie Berry

Domino 
Edward and Judy Pilz

Drex 
Dustin Pankratz

Dukey 
Tom and Deb Ratte

Duncan 
Kevin Murphy

Dyna 
Gail Moriarty

Elizabeth 
Colette Jurek

Emma 
Loryn Smith

Emmie 
Stacy Martinez

Ewok 
Julie LeMire

Fabio 
Deborah Dixon

Faith 
Jodi Tunsom

Feisty 
Eugene and Zola Harwick

Floyd 
Greg Anderson

Foxy 
Marlene Pal Korich

Ginger 
Robert and Cynthia Rokser

Grayling 
Steve and Laura Hansen

Hamlet 
Lynn Bruski

Hannah 
Darlene Ring

Honey 
Steve Falkowski

Isabelle 
Lynn Kastka

Jack 
Roxanne and Pete Meyers

Jake 
George Martin

Jasmine 
Pamela Rademacher

Jasmine 
Beth Simmer

Jibber 
Kerry Troske

Jingle Bells 
Diane Kwiatkowski

Kashmir 
Ann Mailand and Sammy 
St. Croix

Keelan 
Dawn Meyr

King 
Thomas and Sandra Stigar

Lenny 
Anthony Lange

Lima 
Mary Wondra

Little Walter 
Kathleen and Keith Barton

Lois Lane 
Jennifer and Dean Albrecht

Lucci 
Kim Ficcadenti

Lucy 
Cathie Perrault

Lucy 
Katy and Randy 
Vanderwood

Lucy 
Lorraine Feyder

Lucy 
Gloria Kjonais

Luke 
Karol Galatzer

Lyric 
Susan Huggins

Maggie 
Brenda Peterson

Maggie 
Betty Schoeberl

Maizee 
Tracy and Peter Warner

Max 
Brenda Peterson

Max 
Thomas and Heidi Heller

Max 
Claire and Steve Gallo

Meghan 
Terry Carroll

Mickey 
Betty and Ron Snyder

Miss Moo 
Evelyn Hunt

Missy 
Sheri and John Marty

Molly 
Mary Lou Morris

Muffy 
Steve Roland

Murphy 
Debby Brunette

Mya 
Chris Armstrong

O.J. 
Gary and Karin Ostrand

Patches 
Kris Osborne

Pepper 
Mary Scherping

Pepper 
Theresa Pinotti

Pepper 
Xavier Williams

Phoenix 
Susan Rumpsa

Pip 
Renee Zugschwert

Radar 
Had Solberg

Rags 
Galen Peck

Rambo 
Gary and Barb Mason

Raven 
Danielle Starr

Razzie 
Rick Hauck

Riley 
Tom and Kathy Baker

Rocky 
Barb Padden

Sable 
R. Schoenrock

Zoe

Jessie Sue

We adopted Harvey in March of 2004. 
He was a scared little guy, shiver-

ing in his kennel at Animal Humane 
Society in Coon Rapids. We brought him 
into a visiting room and that was it. Our 
min-pin was an amazing cuddler and 
comforted my husband and me through 
some of our hardest and happiest times.

Harvey passed away in July; he was at 
least seven years old when we first met him, and we 
could only guess at his age being nearly 15. He was 
the greatest best friend we could have ever hoped 
for, and he rescued us as much as we rescued him.

—KATIE BUTLER

Harvey
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Sadie 
Claudia Haas

Sage 
Derek Kasse Kert

Sam 
Chris Davis

Sam 
Lisa Nelson

Sammie 
Steven DeShane

Sara 
Catherine Saunders

Sasha 
Andy Berg

Savannah 
Rick and Rachael Morrison

Scooby Doo 
Jaclyn Grey

Scout 
Lynda Brier

Scruffy 
Margaret Johnson

Seger 
Tom and Karen Dye

Shadow 
Barb Schmidt

Shadow 
Tammy and Craig Jensen

Shanti 
Debbie Henry

Smokey 
Beth Simmer

Snickers 
Dennis Kaetterhenry

Snuggles 
Deb and Mark Thell

Sofia 
Barb and Francis Hearley

Sophie 
Jeff and Mindi Sorenson

Sota 
Thomas Sweet

Spice 
Julie Bancroft

Spooky 
Marta and Paul Hohnstadt

Taffee 
Thomas Everson

Thomas 
Vincent Martinez

Tiger 
Donna and Tom Peiffer

Tiger 
Kather Berg

Tilly 
Stacey Janssen

Titan 
Tim Jorges

Tobie 
Merri Sigler

Tootsie 
Lisa Grasdalen

Violet 
Charles Costigan

Voodoo 
Wayne Leonard

Winky 
Mark and Judy Stoffer

Zimba 
Doug and Cheryl Bauer

Zoey 
Mark Thofen

In Tribute to a pet 
Recognized by …

April 
Carol and Elmer Schwankl

Brandy & Benney 
John Barker

Bubba 
Patricia and John Beithon

Chester 
Colette and Rob Haas

Cody 
Jan and Thomas Solei

Cookie 
Geetanjali Godbole

Felix, Missy, Punby & 
Su Su 
Shirley Schaller

Figaro 
Susan and Daniel Spoden

Josie 
Karlyn and Lawrence 
Deforrest

Kawi, Major, Smoky, 
Slim & Chato 
Benjamin and Jessica Loney

Lola 
Mary Smith

Lorinda 
Deborah K. Mielke and Ben 
Jackson

Maggie 
William and Carol Connelly

Marley 
Stanley and Beverly Graf

Max 
John Schwartz

Max, Benny & Norman 
Jane B. Shanard

Maxwell 
Jessica Sackett

Mica & Emma 
Barbara Albrecht

Patrick 
Linda R. Nesheim

Pepper 
Laura and Gregory Solarz

Pepper 
Laura and Gregory Solarz

Rexy & Bailey 
Jules and Joseph Vierling

Riley 
John and Juliette Geisen

Sadie 
Ellen Dubuque

Sadie 
Joan O’Sullivan

Sadie 
Michael D. Christenson

Sadie Goodman 
Susan and Robert Greenberg

Sascha 
Judith Boehm

Scout 
Patti Nelson

Scout 
John Watne

Scrappy 
Karen Price

Sid & Charlie 
Vicki and William Kolb

Spike 
Owen and Kay Gregg

Spot Anthony 
William and Sheryl Kabat

Sugar 
Emily Erdahl

Suzy-Q, Rocky & Sadie 
Mary Wilson

Tommy & Buddy 
Carole Weatherby

Winnie 
Geraldine and Jack King

Ludo
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Training & 
Playgroups
Introduction to Dog Training
Find out about the convenient dog training 
classes offered at Animal Humane Society. 
People only at this first session, please. All 
classes are held from 6:30–8 p.m. No reg-
istration necessary. Classes are available 
in Coon Rapids, Golden Valley, Woodbury 
and Now Boarding. For exact dates and a 
schedule of all our dog training classes, visit 
www.animalhumanesociety.org/training or 
call (763) 489-2217.

Intro to Therapy Animals
Are you interested in learning how you and 
your pet (dog, cat, guinea pig, rabbit, and 
more) can become part of a visiting animal 
therapy team? Join us to find out more about 
what therapy animals do, what training you 
and your animal will need, and how to become 
a registered therapy animal team. This ses-
sion is free, but registration is required. For 
more information, call (763) 489-2217 or email 
training@animalhumanesociety.org.

January 18 • Golden Valley • 7–8 p.m. 
February 15 • St. Paul • 7–8 p.m. 
March 25 • Coon Rapids • 3–4 p.m.

Dogs
Canine Good Citizen Test
A certification program designed to reward 
dogs with good manners at home and in the 
community. The program stresses respon-
sible pet ownership. $10 per dog. Registra-
tion is required. For more information, visit 
www.akc.org or to register call our Training 
School at (763) 489-2217.

Golden Valley • one Friday per month 
at 6 p.m. For exact dates, please visit 
www.animalhumanesociety.org/events.

Coon Rapids • the third Wednesday of the month at 
8:15 p.m.

Dog Playgroups
We offer several playgroups and socializa-
tion opportunities for your pet at our Golden 
Valley facility. Playgroups are offered for 
small dogs and for puppies younger than 
one year. For a description of the play-
groups available and a schedule, visit 
www.animalhumanesociety.org/dogplay or 
call (763) 489-2217.

Reactive Rovers
This class is designed for dogs that bark, 
snark, or growl at other dogs. We will help 
you learn to walk your dog past other dogs and 
teach your dog to greet other dogs politely. 

Whisker Whirl
Saturday, February 25 • The Depot, Minneapolis
Dress to the canines and party with your best friend at Whisker Whirl! This 
party for you and your pup will be an unforgettable evening of doggy fun at 
The Depot in Minneapolis, complete with cocktails, dinner, and silent and 
live auctions all to benefit the animals of Animal Humane Society. For ticket 
information, visit www.animalhumanesociety.org/whiskerwhirl, email 
whiskerwhirl@animalhumanesociety.org, or call (763) 432-4842. 

Walk for Animals
Saturday, May 5 • Golden Valley
You love animals. You know what a difference they have made in your 
life. You also care about animals less fortunate than your own. The Walk 
for Animals is your opportunity to help the thousands of companion 
animals that will come through Animal Humane Society’s doors this year. 
For more information, visit www.animalhumanesociety.org/walk, email 
walk@animalhumanesociety.org, or call (763) 432-4841.

Calendar of Events
November 2011 – March 2012

Save the Dates!

This class is not appropriate for dogs that are 
aggressive toward people. Space is limited. For 
more information, call the Training School at 
(763) 489-2217.

Wallflower
Does your dog cower when guests come over? 
Does he hide in the bedroom when the door-
bell rings? Does he try to run away when he 
hears children playing outside? If so, Animal 
Humane Society’s Wallflower class might be 
for you. This class is for shy and fearful dogs. 
Call our Training School at (763) 489-2217 for 
more information.

Yappy Hour!
Well-behaved dogs are welcome with their 
dog-loving owners at this event. Admis-
sion is $10 for the public and $7 for enrolled 
Training School students. Dog owners need 
to bring records showing proof of rabies, 
bordetella, distemper, and parvovirus vac-
cinations. Sessions are held two Fridays 
per month at 5:30 p.m. and 6:30 p.m. in 
Golden Valley. For exact dates, please visit 
www.animalhumanesociety.org/events or call 
(763) 489-2217.
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Cats
Kitty Kindergarten
This innovative 
two-week class cov-
ers play socializa-
tion, crate training, 
handling skills, 
grooming tips, lit-
ter box know-how and basic training. Kitty 
Kindergarten is for kittens 7-12 weeks of 
age. Pre-registration is required. For more 
information, call (763) 489-2217 or email 
training@animalhumanesociety.org.

Rabbits
Bunny Basics
This is a class for people interested in acquir-
ing a rabbit or those who already have one 
and want to know more about their care 
(please, no rabbits in class). The class is free, 
but donations to the Minnesota Companion 
Rabbit Society are welcome. Register by call-
ing (763) 489-2234. All sessions are held from 
6:30–8 p.m. on the dates below.

November 14 • Golden Valley 
December 1 • Woodbury 
December 12 • Golden Valley 
January 5 • Woodbury 
January 9 • Golden Valley 
February 2 • Woodbury 
February 13 • Golden Valley 
March 1 • Woodbury 
March 12 • Golden Valley

Hoppy Hour
A social hour for rabbits and their owners 
held at 1 p.m. every other Sunday in Golden 
Valley. $3 per rabbit. For exact dates, visit 
www.animalhumanesociety.org/events or 
contact rabbitagility@mn.companionrabbit.
org for more information. All rabbits must be 
spayed or neutered.

Rabbit Agility
An opportunity for caged and house rab-
bits to explore and get exercise and mental 
stimulation at the same time. For more 
information, please visit the website of 
our partner, Minnesota Companion Rabbit 
Society at www.mnhouserabbit.org or email 
rabbitagility@mn.companionrabbit.org. Class-
es are $25 for five weeks and held in Gold-
en Valley. All rabbits must be spayed or 
neutered.

Youth programs
PetSet Youth Club
Be a part of the PetSet Youth Club! Youth members meet twice a month to learn from animal 
experts, examine animal-related current events, develop community service projects to help 
animals and more. The club is open to students in grades 5-8 on Wednesdays and Thursdays 
in Golden Valley or on Tuesdays in Woodbury. New members can join at any time!  For more 
information, visit www.animalhumanesociety.org/petsetyouthclub or contact the Education 
department at (763) 489-2220 or education@animalhumanesociety.org.

Unleashed Summer Camps – Registration begins Feb. 15!
Unleashed is an animal-themed summer day camp. Campers spend a full week immersed in 
animal learning and fun. Each week includes animal-related educational activities, animal 
interactions, visits from special guests, field trips, and more. Unleashed is available at all AHS 
facilities for kids entering grades 3-12. Camps run from mid-June to mid-August. The complete 
schedule will be available online in January. For more information or to register online, visit 
www.animalhumanesociety.org/unleashed.

Unleashed Express Mini Day Camps
Looking for something different to do on Presidents’ Day? Unleash your child’s love of animals 
with our Unleashed Express Mini Camp. This one-day camp program features a variety of ani-
mal-related activities, with a special emphasis on service projects to benefit shelter animals. For 
more information, visit www.animalhumanesociety.org/unleashedexpress or call (763) 489-2220.

February 20 • Golden Valley (Grades 3-5 or 5-7) and Coon Rapids (Grades 3-5)

AHS Tours
Ever wonder what goes on behind the scenes 
at AHS? Join us for a tour of our Golden Val-
ley facility. You’ll learn more about AHS and 
the animals we serve, and get a guided tour 
through the working areas of our shelter. Cost 
is $1 per person. Participants must be at least 6 
years of age. Space is limited and registration 
is required. All tours are held from 7–8 p.m. 
on the dates below.  Call (763) 489-2220 or 
email education@animalhumanesociety.org to 
register.

January 10 
March 15

Microchip and Nail Clinics
Microchip your pets for their safety in the 
event they are lost. Nail trims also avail-
able. Microchipping is $40 plus tax and 
nail trims are $12 plus tax. Clinics are 
held from 1–3 p.m. at the locations and on 
the dates listed below. For more informa-
tion visit our online Events Calendar at 
www.animalhumanesociety.org/events or call 
(763) 522-4325.

Buffalo • Second to last Sunday of each month 
Coon Rapids • Second Sunday of each month 
Golden Valley • Second Sunday of each month 
St. Paul • First Sunday of each month 
Woodbury • Third Saturday of each month

Pet Loss Support Group
This support group is an informal and ongoing 
support group led by a trained facilitator for 
those dealing with the grief caused by the 
loss of a pet. There is no admission charge 
or reservation required. The group meets in 
Conference Room D across from the Training 
Center in Golden Valley, Mondays at 7 p.m., 
except for holidays. For easy and convenient 
access, please park in the North (back) park-
ing lot. For more information, please call 
(612) 730-6016.

Tours, clinics and groups
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